
2022 Bird Banding Class 
Wehle Land Conservation Center, Midway, AL 

The Wehle Land Conservation Center, in partnership with Alabama Audubon, is offering a 6‐day Beginner Bird 
Banding class this September. The class is tailored to provide interested individuals (amateur birders, 
professional biologists, students) the skills necessary to participate in existing bird banding projects 
(MAPS banding stations, migration banding stations, targeted research). It is open to everyone, regardless of 
past experience. The small class size is designed to allow for individual attention from an instructor with nearly 
30 years of experience. 

Date and time: 19-24 September 2022, with classes from 6:30 AM to mid-afternoon and one night of 
attempting to capture nocturnal species. We recommend you arrive the evening of the 18th, as banding will begin 
at sunrise the next morning.

Program Size: Space is limited to 10 participants. Potential students under the age of 18 must participate in a 
phone interview with the instructor and have 2 letters of recommendation from adults. 

Instructor: Charlie Muise began banding in 1992 and has since handled over 35,000 birds in 8 states. His 
current projects include a year-round, long‐term (14 years) station designed to monitor the effects of grassland 
restoration; long‐term monitoring of Loggerhead Shrikes that includes radio telemetry; capture of migratory 
Northern Saw‐whet Owls, coastal sparrow monitoring, and two fall migration stations. He assists with other 
projects through the state of Georgia. Charlie has trained a number of people who now band in Ohio, Virginia, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, North Carolina, Georgia and even France and Brazil. 

Location: Wehle Land Conservation Center, 4819 Pleasant Hill Road, Midway, AL 36053 

Class Cost: $530 includes training and overnight accommodations, with a $50 deposit post‐marked by 
September 7. The deposit will help take care of some of the preparation costs, and will communicate to us 
that you are committed to taking the class. You should mail a $50 check to: 

Charlie Muise 
368 Eady Creek Rd. 
Barnesville, GA 30204 
cmmbirds@yahoo.com

After the deposit is made, bring two checks to the class, one for $300 made out to Charlie Muise and one for 
$180 (lodging at $30/day) made out to State Lands Division.

Participants are required to bring their own food, linens, and toiletries. There is a full kitchen available. 
There are two dorms (men's and women's). Each person will have their own dorm room with twin size bunks. 

COVID-19: Our preference is that participants be vaccinated or have a negative test result within 48-hours of 
the start date. Please do not come if you have a fever or other symptoms consistent with COVID-19, or a 
recent positive test which has not been followed by a negative test.



Banding skills taught include: 
• Reasons for banding
• How to initiate a successful banding program
• Safe operation of a banding program for humans, as well as birds and other

creatures
• Operation of mist nets and safe bird extraction
• Bird‐handling skills
• In‐hand aging and sexing
• Data recording using MAPS protocol and forms

Lectures and discussion topics include: 

• Rules, regulations,
authorities

• Permitting process
• Organizational resources
• Banding Ethics

Materials: Please bring a bird field guide to use. If you do not have one, this would be a good thing to purchase, 
but I also have a couple of extras that I can loan. Field guides are very useful for identifying species, but to 
identify subspecies and sex and age birds, the necessary book is Pyle’s Identification Guide to North American 
Birds Part 1, which can be purchased (new or used) on Amazon, or here: www.slatecreekpress.com/
orderIDG.htm If you want to also get Part 2, we would be happy to help you get adjusted to using it, but we will 
not likely use it in the class. We will have a few copies of this on hand, but we recommend you buy it, especially 
if you will be banding birds for research purposes. Another very useful guide for ageing birds is Froelich's guide 
to molt limits and plumage. We will require everyone to have a copy of this, but we leave it up to you what 
format you would like it in. You can either download it or view it on a tablet (phone screen is too small to see 
detail in the photographs), or take it to an office supply store for quality printing. It must be in color. 

To summarize: 
• Field guide ‐ required
• Pyle guide ‐ recommended
• Froelich guide ‐ required (digitally on tablet or color printed)
• http://www.birdpop.org/docs/pubs/

Froehlich_2009_Ageing_North_American_Landbirds_by_Molt_Limi ts_Photo_Guide.pdf

For questions/inquiries about the class, contact Charlie Muise (cmmbirds@yahoo.com). 

Sincerely, 
Eric C. Soehren 
Ecologist & Manager 
Wehle Land Conservation Center 
4819 Pleasant Hill Road 
Midway, AL 36053 
(334) 529‐3003 | M: (334) 850‐4553 | E: Eric.Soehren@dcnr.alabama.gov
—————————————————
A facility of the State Lands Division
ALABAMA DEPT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

For questions/inquiries about the scholarship, contact Lianne Koczur (lianne@alaudubon.org). 
For questions/inquiries about the accommodations, contact Eric Soehren (Eric.Soehren@dcnr.alabama.gov). 


	Please feel free to email me (Eric) or Charlie (cmmbirds@yahoo.com) if you have any questions. The most important thing right now is to get your deposit in. Once Charlie has received those deposit checks, he will provide you with further information.



