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2022 BLACK BELT BIRDING FESTIVAL OFFERINGS 
Note: Listed birds are meant to paint a picture of the habitats and seasonal birds that use these habitats and do not 

guarantee that these birds will be seen during the field trip. 
 
Early Birding Options: 

• Robinson Family Farm 
o When: Saturday, July 30, 6:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m. 
o Cost: $25 
o Location: 1021 Co. Rd. 17, Sawyerville, 36776 
o Capacity: 20 
o Habitat Features: wildflower prairies, ponds, wooded trails 
o Birds: American kestrels, dickcissels, Eastern kingbirds, Eastern meadowlarks, great 

egrets, green herons, indigo buntings, least bitterns, red-winged blackbirds, Northern 
rough-winged swallows 

o Accessibility: This location will require walking on unpaved, uneven terrain. 
o I would go on this trip if… I want to see an example of region-defining Black Belt 

prairie habitat; I want to learn about some of the native wildflowers and grasses of 
the Black Belt; I like to walk while I bird; I want to help the Robinson Family 
identify the birds of their property. 

 
• Perry Lakes Park 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 6:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m. 
o Cost: $25 
o Location: Hwy. 183, Marion 
o Capacity: 20 
o Habitat Features: mixed hardwood trails, bald cypress swamp, oxbow lakes, mussel 

and fish ponds 
o Birds: bald eagle, belted kingfisher, Eastern kingbirds, great blue herons, great 

crested flycatchers, killdeer, little blue herons, loggerhead shrikes, Northern rough-
winged swallows, Northern parulas, pied-billed grebes, red-eyed vireos, red-
shouldered hawks, red-winged blackbirds, wood ducks, yellow-crowned night-herons 

o Accessibility: Near the entrance of Perry Lakes is the Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity 
Center and Marion Fish Hatchery, which provides an opportunity to observe birds at 
their mussel and fish ponds. After driving into the park, much of the trip will include 
walking on natural, wooded trails; the trails are unpaved, but have rather moderate 
inclines. The trail leading to Barton’s Beach becomes sandy and soft as you approach 
the Cahaba River. 
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o I would go on this trip if… I want to visit one of the only easily accessible bald 
cypress swamps in the state; I want to learn more about PLP, Marion Fish Hatchery, 
and the Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center; I would like to take a moderate hike 
and see examples of old growth forest; I am prepared with ample protection from 
mosquitos and deer flies. 

 
• M. Barnett Lawley Forever Wild Field Trial Area (State Cattle Ranch) 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 6:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m. 
o Cost: $25 
o Location: 1132 Co. Rd. 73, Greensboro, 36744 
o Capacity: 20 
o Habitat Features: open grassy fields, ponds, tree lines 
o Birds: belted kingfishers, blue grosbeaks, blue-winged teals, common gallinules, 

double-crested cormorants, meadowlarks, Eurasian collared-doves, field swallows, 
great crested flycatchers, green herons, indigo buntings, prothonotary warblers, red-
bellied woodpeckers, red-shouldered hawks 

o Accessibility: Most of the State Cattle Ranch requires walking on unpaved surfaces, 
but key areas of it can be observed from the road. 

o I would go on this trip if… I want to see songbirds, wading birds, and/or birds of 
prey on one field trip; I want to learn more about Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources’ and Forever Wild’s conservation work; I am 
equipped for full sun exposure and prefer to walk while I bird. 

 
• Birdability Accessible Driving Tour 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 7:00 a.m.–9 a.m. 
o Cost: $15 
o Location: A to-be-determined route ending near the Joe Farm 
o Capacity: 20 
o Habitat Features: catfish ponds, open farm fields, tree lines 
o Birds: American white pelicans, bald eagles, black and turkey vultures, dickcissels, 

great blue herons, great egrets, indigo buntings, loggerhead shrikes, Mississippi kites, 
red-tailed hawks, scissor-tailed flycatchers, swallow-tailed kites, wood storks 

o Accessibility: Birdability is an organization advocating for expanded accessibility for 
birders of all physical abilities. As such, please contact our event organizer if you 
have a need that you would like for us to keep in mind. This trip will primarily be 
done in the car with occasional stops and minimal walking. 

o I would go on this trip if… I want to better accommodate people of all physical 
abilities when birding or recreating outside; I want to visit a mix of habitats in quick 
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succession; I prefer to do minimal walking when birding; I’d prefer to meet at 7:00 
a.m.—6:00 a.m. is a little too early for me! 

 
• Downtown Birding for Beginners 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 7:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m. 
o Cost: Free 
o Location: Meetup at the Greensboro office (1014 Whelan St.) 
o Capacity: 20 
o Habitat Features: scaffolding, high wires, planted trees, building nooks and 

crannies 
o Birds: American robins, American crows, black vultures, blue jays, cardinals, 

Carolina wrens, common grackles, Eastern bluebirds, house sparrows, mockingbirds, 
turkey vultures 

o Accessibility: While we will walk for most of this field trip, downtown Greensboro 
is extremely walking-friendly. The area has minimal wheelchair accessibility in its 
sidewalks. 

o I would go on this trip if… I’m new to birding or am trying birding for the first 
time; I want to go on a casual walk where I can easily chat with other birders; I want 
to learn more about the history of Greensboro’s downtown area and business 
district; I’d prefer to meet at 7:00 a.m.—6:00 a.m. is a little too early for me! 

 
• Payne Lake Recreation Area 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 6:00 a.m.–8:30 a.m. 
o Cost: $20 (Note: There is a $3 per vehicle entrance fee—cash only.) 
o Location: 581 Co. Rd. 71, Moundville, 35474 
o Capacity: 20 
o Habitat Features: mature, mixed hardwood-pine forest, old-growth longleaf pine 

forest, and a tree-lined lake tucked into green, rolling hills 
o Birds: Kentucky, black-and-white, and hooded warblers; red-eyed and yellow-

throated vireos; and summer tanagers are common breeding birds of the 
surrounding forests. In the more open succession growth, prairie warblers, yellow-
breasted chats, common yellowthroats, blue grosbeaks, and orchard orioles can be 
found. Wet, dense patches will be searched for the hard-to-view, resident Swainson’s 
warblers. Scanning the lake may produce green herons and other waders, belted 
kingfishers, and the occasional bald eagle or osprey. Brown-headed nuthatches, red-
headed woodpeckers, Eastern phoebes, Eastern wood-pewees, Northern parulas, 
and American redstarts can be found along lake edges. We will check the cattail 
marshes for wood ducks and least bitterns.  
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o Accessibility: This field trip will mostly be ride and stop with minimal walking. 
Bathrooms are on site. Cars with low clearance might be difficult to drive in this 
terrain. Maximum carpooling will be helpful. 

o I would go on this trip if… I want to see/look for a variety of birds in a variety of 
habitats; I’m comfortable carpooling and/or have a reliable vehicle that is not low 
clearance; I like slightly cooler temperatures and green woods; I like to look at 
wildflowers—including the potential to see the orange-fringed orchid, which was 
plentiful and in-bloom last year. 

 
• The Joe Farm / Connecting with Birds and Nature Tours, LLC 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 9:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 
o Cost: $30 
o Location: 1965 Co. Rd. 57, Newbern, 36765 
o Capacity: 150 
o Habitat Features: mowed grassy fields, mixed hardwood trails, tree lines, creek 
o Birds: Acadian flycatchers, American redstarts, American white pelicans, anhingas, 

Eastern towhees, Mississippi kites, scissor-tailed flycatchers, summer tanagers, 
swallow-tailed kites, white-eyed vireos, wood storks 

o Accessibility: The habitat features at the Joe Farm are spread apart and require 
walking or transport to visit; the Joes provide a tractor with trailer hitch and Gator 
utility vehicle to shuttle attendees, but those that wish to walk are welcome to. The 
ground becomes very muddy following rain, so bringing mud boots or an extra pair 
of shoes is highly recommended. 

o I would go on this trip if… I want to support a Black Belt ecotourism business; I 
want to see kites diving for crickets behind a mower; I want to see a mix of habitats 
on one field trip; I’m fine with walking or sitting while birding; I am prepared to walk 
through mud if rain is forecasted. 

 
Keynote: Dr. Rashidah Farid 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 2:15 p.m.–3:30 p.m. 
o Cost: $5 
o Location: Greensboro Opera House (1217 Main St.) 
o Capacity: 150 
o Bio: Dr. Rashidah H. Farid joined the Tuskegee University faculty, Department of 

Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, as a Wildlife Ecologist in June 2019. Farid 
received her PhD in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, with a concentration in 
quantitative analyses, from the University of Florida. Her dissertation focused on 
population demography and dynamics of Gunnison’s prairie dogs. She also 
completed her Bachelor of Science at Tuskegee University and Masters of Science at 
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Alabama A&M University, in Animal Science and Plant and Soil Science, 
respectively. She is also an alumnus of the McKnight Doctoral Fellowship and a 
2018 Environmental Grantmakers Association / University of Michigan 
Environmental Fellow.  
Dr. Farid's lab, Ecosystem Sustainability and Ecological Resilience (ESER) Lab, is 
reflective of her broad scope of interdisciplinary research and professional 
experience. Lab focus on conservation of Southeastern biodiversity that contributes 
to ecosystem management, community resilience (of humans and wildlife), and 
promotes sustainable agriculture. 

o Accesibility: This location is accessible. 
 
Afternoon Outdoor Options: 

• Black Warrior River Walk 
o When: Saturday, July 30, 4:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m. 
o Cost: $15 
o Location: Moundville Archaeological Park (634 Mound State Pkwy.) 
o Capacity: 20 
o Description: Join Nelson Brooke of Black Warrior Riverkeeper at Moundville 

Archaeological Park to explore all the wonders of the Black Warrior River as it flows 
through the Black Belt. We'll spend our time learning about the history and 
ecological importance of the river as well as the work that Black Warrior Riverkeeper 
does. 

o Accessibility: Though Moundville has many accessible areas, the location for this 
field trip will require some walking on uneven, unpaved terrain. This location will be 
inconvenient for wheelchair access and will require minimal walking on flat, grassy 
surfaces. 

 
• Black Belt Habitat Restoration at “Contentment” 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m. 
o Cost: $15 
o Location: 585 Co. Rd. 24, Greensboro, 36744 
o Capacity: 20 
o Description: Join Elise Smith at “Contentment” to explore areas of an eighty-acre 

property in the process of being transformed from two hundred years of farming, 
pasture, and pine production back to native grassland prairie—a habitat that has 
been lost to farming and development here in the Black Belt region. A long-term 
management plan is currently being developed under the guidance of the Alabama 
Wildlife Federation and Alabama Forestry Commission with the end goal of greater 
biodiversity. We will also view a 19th century cabin and talk about the man who used 
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it—our host’s great-great uncle William C. Avery, whose contributions to Alabama's 
ornithological studies are the inspiration for this effort.  

o Accessibility: This offering will require walking on uneven, unpaved terrain around 
a private property. 

 
Afternoon Indoor Offerings: 

• Birds of Prey with the Alabama Wildlife Center 
o When: Saturday, July 30, 4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. / 5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m. 
o Cost: $15 
o Capacity: 80 
o Location: Alabama Audubon Greensboro Office (1014 Whelan St.) 
o Description: Join the Alabama Wildlife Center for an educational presentation with 

some of Alabama’s treasured raptor species! The Alabama Wildlife Center is Alabama’s 
oldest and largest wildlife rehabilitation facility, caring annually for almost two thousand 
wild bird patients from more than one hundred species. AWC is a nonprofit 
organization with a dual mission: to provide medical and rehabilitative care for 
Alabama’s injured and orphaned native birds in order to permit their return to the wild; 
and to educate people in order to heighten awareness and appreciation of Alabama’s 
native wildlife. 

o Accessibility: This offering will take place in a historic house with an accessible 
entrance at the back of the building and an accessible bathroom. Chairs will be available. 

 
• Prescribed Burning and Wildfire Prevention in AL with the Alabama Forestry Commission 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 4:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 
o Cost: $10 
o Location: Noel Ramsey House (909 Market St.) 
o Capacity: 50 
o Description: In recent years, you may have heard of prescribed or controlled burns as 

they become more frequent and more frequently reported on. What is this forestry 
management practice, long implemented in Alabama and the Southeast at large, and how 
do they promote forest health and prevent the spread of wildfires? How does this 
method help certain bird habitats thrive? Join the Alabama Forestry Commission for a 
discussion on the many touted benefits of prescribed burns and info for Alabama 
landowners on other services provided by the AFC.  

o Accessibility: This offering will take place in a historic house without an accessible 
entrance but with bathrooms and chairs available.  

 
• The Ridge Archeology Project 

o When: Saturday, July 30, 5:30 p.m.–6:30 p.m. 
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o Cost: $10 
o Location: Noel Ramsey House (909 Market St.) 
o Capacity: 50 
o Description: Alabama’s Black Belt, in addition to being an excellent place to go birding, 

is well-known as a treasure trove for archeologists and historians of all kinds. One such 
treasure trove in Macon County, on what would eventually be a segment of the Federal 
Road, overlaps the history of Native American communities beginning in prehistoric 
times; pioneer activity; and antebellum activity. Join the Ridge Archeology Project for a 
talk on their historic preservation and outreach efforts at their interpretive center in 
Union Springs and throughout Macon County. The Ridge Project pays homage to a 
cluster of historic rural communities located along a ridge line in southeast Macon 
County, Alabama, where Native Americans created a trading path long ago. The path 
became a segment of The Federal Road, the main route for pioneer emigration to the 
Old Southwest during the great "Alabama Fever" land rush. The Ridge Board of 
Directors is dedicated to telling the stories of indigenous Native Americans and the free 
and enslaved pioneer settlers and travelers on the Old Federal Road into the Alabama 
frontier during the 1800s, highlighting the transformations of the area from then until 
now. 

o Accessibility: This offering will take place in a historic house without an accessible 
entrance but with bathrooms and chairs available.  

 
Evening Birding Option: 

• Red-cockaded Woodpeckers 
o When: Saturday, July 30, 7:30 p.m.–9:00 p.m. 
o Cost: $25 
o Location: Oakmulgee Division of the Talladega National Forest, exact location 

TBD 
o Capacity: 40 (2 groups of 20) 
o Description: A relic of the Southeast’s once-extensive pine forests, the red-

cockaded woodpecker (Leuconotopicus borealis) is an endemic bird species only found 
in select pockets of the region these days, due to habitat loss from development and 
logging—but visiting Alabama’s Black Belt provides an opportunity to see this 
endangered bird in-person. Join us for a sunset excursion to view this rare bird 
species and learn about their niche habitat needs. 

o Accessibility: This trip will include walking on uneven, unpaved terrain. The exact 
location (and accessibility) will not be known until scouting takes place closer to the 
event. 


