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The celebration continues for our 75th anniversary

Thanks to our dedicated members, our mission has reached every 
corner of the state and led to many conservation wins for birds over the 
years. That work continues to this day, and it takes all of us collectively.
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THE LATEST

“Hope is the thing with feathers”
Reflecting on seventy-five years of conservation

by Sarah Randolph, Outreach & Communications Director

In our last issue, we took a stroll back 
in time to the early days of  when our 

organization was founded. Now, we’ll 
pick up where we left off, reflecting 
on all the people who made Alabama 
Audubon what it is today.

Personal commitments from busy 
people over the years have made 
us a viably effective and respected 
conservation organization in Alabama. 
To recognize Blanche Dean’s service to 
our organization, she was nominated for 
the AWF Conservationist of  the Year 
Award in 1965 for contributing twelve 
years organizing the Nature Camps, 
being a founding member of  Alabama 
Ornithological Society, initiating our 
Wildlife Film Series, and publishing two 
books (at that time), Ferns of  Alabama 
and Let’s Learn the Birds of  Alabama. 
More honors would be bestowed upon 
her for years to come.

In the years that followed, a good 
number of  our leaders and members 

were recognized in the conservation 
arena. Raymond Bates, president in 
1965, commented that, “Organizations 
such as ours are successful only to the 
extent that our membership is active  
and interested.” 

The annual Winter Banquet became 
the vehicle to honor our leaders. In 
1985, John Findlay III was honored 
“for achievement in forestry, wildlife, 
and related resources, specifically the 
Bluebird Trail project.” In 1986, Ann 
C. Tate was appointed to the Alabama 
Environmental Planning Council, whose 
purpose was to formulate a long range 
environmental plan for the state. In 
1988 and 1995, Bob Reid was honored 
by the Alabama Conservancy with the 
Malcolm Stewart Conservationist of  the 
Year award. In recognition of  his efforts 
to establish the Sipsey Wilderness Area 
and expansion, John Randolph was one 
of  five recipients of  the 1989 Feinstone 
Environmental Awards. In 1991, Bill 
McGowan received our Merit Award in 

appreciation of  his years of  dedicated 
service, including the Voice of  Audubon 
(radio), camp outs, field trips, and other 
invaluable contributions. 
 
Striving for decades, Mary Burks, John 
Randolph, and Bob and Elberta Reid 
put in countless hours to protect land 
in Bankhead National Forest for the 
Sipsey Wilderness Area through every 
means of  communication, promoting 
its uniqueness to Congress, state 
officials, and business leaders. Surveys to 
demonstrate its biodiversity were carried 
out, plus letters and phone calls. Success 
came in 1975 when President Ford 
signed the Eastern Wilderness Areas Act. 

In 1992 and 2012, along with other 
conservation organizations, we 
triumphed with the passage in Alabama 
of  the Forever Wild Land Trust and 
renewal. We took the effort to grassroots 
in Alabama working alongside Kathy 
Freeland, conserving and protecting 
Alabama treasures.

TOM IMHOF

ANN MILLER, ELBERTA REID, SUSAN HOLT, 
HELEN KITTINGER,  AND HELEN THIGPIN

MARY BURKS AND BLANCHE DEAN JOHN FINDLAY III TOM IMHOF

MEMBERS AT BANKHEAD NATIONAL FOREST



this day on the spring and fall counts.  
I have some wonderful memories 
embedded in the stream banks and 
wooded hillsides around Trussville—
vivid recollections of seeing birds in 
specific places, such that every time I go 
there, I fully expect to see them again.  
Habitats change, but thankfully, nature 
keeps doing what nature is going to do.

Other giants also left their mark, 
people like Blanche Dean and Walter 
Coxe. Although I never met them, 
their footprints were everywhere.  
Blanche, of course, started her Nature 
Camps, which fell by the wayside after 
she retired and moved back home to 
Goodwater. But thankfully, before 
Blanche’s footprints could be washed 
away, those camps were resurrected in 
the form of the Audubon Mountain 
Workshop, under the guidance of 
Jeanette Hancock, Dan Holliman, and 
Elberta Reid. Everyone knew Walter, 
it seems, from Boy Scouts and his 
regular appearances on the Country Boy 
Eddie Show. Indeed, it was there where 
Walter’s promotional prowess brought 
the Wildlife Film Series, initiated by 
Blanche, to the standing room only 
popularity it once enjoyed.

My first Audubon Mountain Workshop 
was the workshop’s nineteenth year, and 
that was the year that the announcement 
came, after Sunday’s lunch, that the 
following year—the twentieth—would 
be their last year. It coincided with 
when my term as president would be 
ending. So, what is an old president 
to do in order to remain relevant to 
the organization? Recruit a new crew, 
of course! Thankfully, a small army 
of Audubon friends joined me in the 
endeavor, as that’s what it takes to run 
this workshop. Footprints fade, people 
change, but thankfully, nature keeps 
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Greg Harber—VP Field Trips 
President 1995–1997
 
As Alabama Audubon marks its 
seventy-fifth anniversary, I cannot help 
but reflect on the years, friendships, 
and memories that have passed since I 
joined in the fall of 1986—thirty-five 
years ago. I have long held the belief 
that if one truly wants to “belong” to 
an organization, simply joining is not 
enough—one needs to jump in and get 
both feet wet! And so, I did. I’ll share 
with you a few of my recollections.

In an earlier article, Donald Sweeney 
wrote of the history of the Audubon 
Wildlife Film Series. I had fond 
memories of attending the Broward 
County A.S. wildlife films at Stranahan 
H.S. as a pre-teen, and thus when 
Paul Franklin—then president of our 
chapter—asked me about helping with 
our wildlife film series, I said yes.  

Coordinating the schedules between the 
speakers and the dates the auditoriums 
were available proved to be challenging, 
but not insurmountable. Still, I felt bad 
when the decision was made to forego 
doing the series after a few years. By 
then, cable television was much more 
widespread and nature films were 
easily watched from the comfort of 
home. Times change, and technological 
advances have a way of making media 
platforms obsolete. Nature, thankfully, 
keeps doing what nature is going to do.

I felt very fortunate to have known 
as friends a few of the “giants” in 
our chapter. Tom Imhof, one of the 
founders of our chapter and the author 
of Alabama Birds, was the perennial 
bird count compiler when I joined. I 
had the good fortune of doing bird 
counts in the Trussville area with my 
friend Marilyn Huey, and through her, I 
learned the ropes and earned my stripes, 
I suppose. I still do this territory to 

doing what nature is going to do.

Another “giant” I counted as a friend 
was Harriett Wright, who joined the 
organization in 1952. While not a 
founding member, her recollections 
of the early years made for great 
conversations over a cup of tea or a 
midday meal at her kitchen table—
which, Harriett being Harriett, meant 
watching the birds through her 
kitchen window. Through Harriett, I 
learned that field trips weren’t meant 
solely for looking at birds. They were 
opportunities to botanize when the 
birding got slow, a chance to discover 
new places and meet new friends.  
Lucky for us, they often entailed 
tins filled with homemade brownies 
or toffee! How I miss seeing those 
tins. Friends come and they go, but 
thankfully, nature keeps doing what 
nature is going to do.

The past year—the year of COVID 
precautions, virtual classes, and 
canceled field trips—has been a 
challenge for us all. The isolation and 
time alone have given me the chance to 
reflect on that which is truly important 
in one’s life. Family, friendships, and 
time in nature rank right near the top. 
I have discovered that while I do enjoy 
the time I spend alone in the green 
cathedral, I’d much rather be spending 
it with friends new and old. I look 
forward to the day when we can again.

No one knows what the future holds 
for Alabama Audubon, of course. But 
this I do know: nature keeps doing what 
nature is going to do. I also know this: 
there are many sets of footprints in the 
sand around here. Watch where they 
go, pick one that appeals to you and 
continue moving the path forward. In 
thirty-five years, you can turn and look 
back with no regrets.

(Continued on page 3)

ELBERTA REID AND HARRIET WRIGHT

GREG HARBER AND HANS PAUL

DAN HOLLIMAN AND WALTER COXE
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full-time staff by adding a Teaching 
Naturalist. The establishment of the 
Tram and Dianne Sessions Foundation 
enabled this exciting change to occur. 
We then added our first Executive 
Director, Suzanne Langley, under the 
presidency of Hans Paul. During my 
term and with the vision of Suzanne, 
we were in the middle of starting the 
process of adding additional staff to 
expand our outreach and programs in 
the Birmingham area. We initiated  
bird-conservation signage along 
with small conservation projects to 
Birmingham City Parks and started 
the process to add a Science & 
Conservation Director. The initial 
efforts began to assist populations of 
our adopted bird, the chimney swift. 
We changed our logo. To prepare for 
our planned staff expansion, we began 
to modify our by-laws and started to 
work on an employee handbook, which 
detailed responsibilities, expectations, 
and the chain of command. And, with 
the anticipation of a future growing 
staff, we started the move of our offices 
from the McWane Center to our current 
location. It was indeed an exciting 

Ken Marion, PhD—VP Conservation 
President 2013–2014
 
Perhaps one word describes my time 
as President—“transition.” We were 
in the process of changing from an 
organization that relied on dedicated 
volunteers to carry out a great deal of 
our outreach and mission. Several years 
before, we were able to start the move 
from a part-time Office Manager to 

time! But, it was also not without its 
challenges, as is with any organization 
in the midst of change.
 
Today, we have nine full-time employees 
and one part-time who carry out our 
mission in a wide variety of ways and 
in all areas of the state. We have staff 
on the coast and in the Black Belt. We 
have now truly become ALABAMA 
Audubon. As I look back at my time as 
President, I like to think that I had at 
least some small part in this transition 
to the dynamic and vibrant organization 
that we have become.

Photo below: Alabama Audubon staff 
with Mississippi Audubon Staff, 2017 
Coastal Bird Banding

During our Annual Membership 
Meeting on April 22nd, the Board of  
Alabama Audubon proudly presented 
our fourth annual Yellowhammer Award 
to longtime member Paul Franklin. 
The Yellowhammer Award recognizes 
members who have gone above and 
beyond to promote conservation and 
a greater knowledge of  birds, their 
habitats, and the natural world. The 
honoree embodies the spirit of  Alabama 
Audubon, whose passion and hard work 
on behalf  of  bird conservation have 
made a lasting impact. Greg Harber, 
Elberta Reid, and Anne G. Miller were 
previous recipients. 

Paul served as president for two terms 
and continues to be involved with our 
organization through courses, Audubon 
Mountain Workshop, and even helped 
construct the Alabama Birding Trails, 
visiting over 150 sites across the state! 
We are grateful to Paul for all he has 
done for us and for birds in our state. 
This year’s Yellowhammer Award was 
created by Timothy Joe.

Long-time member recognized for his work on behalf of birds
Paul Franklin receives Yellowhammer Award

MEMBER NEWS COASTAL NEWS

On March 4, our Science & 
Conservation Director and Coastal 
Biologists were able to catch and band 
an adult American oystercatcher—a first 
in Alabama! By banding and re-sighting 
individual birds, we can learn more about 
their survival, movement behavior, and 
reproductive output. If  you are down on 
Dauphin Island, keep an eye out for JT!

Read all about this and a recent ACBS 
article by volunteer Larry Gardella in our 
Scope on the Coast blog at  
alaudubon.org/scope-on-the-coast.

Setting records
Banding together
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SUMMER CALENDAR

New: Audubon at Home: Birding by Habitat (Day 1)*. Habitat can give you a clue to birds you might be seeing. In 
this course, Greg Harber discusses details of several bird habitats found in Alabama. Four class meetings online on 
Mondays (6/7, 6/14, 6/21, 6/28), 6–8 p.m. $40 (one-time registration fee covers all four classes). 

07 June
Monday

With the vaccine roll-out and COVID-19 case numbers decreasing in our state, we’re starting to offer in-person events again with our Black 
Belt Birding Festival being the big kick-off event. Though primarily being held outside, we will be complying with all state and local mandates 
for COVID-19 protocol and safety. We’ll continue to have online courses and events, so stay tuned to alaudubon.org/events, and check out 
our Facebook page for info on when you can go birding with us virtually! We’ll have more events coming up than what are noted below, and 
details will be posted to our website as soon as we get them lined up with our faculty and volunteers. If you’re not currently on our email list 
and want to be added, contact us at info@alaudubon.org.

*Pre-registration is required. Online courses are now recorded and registrants have access to the recordings for a week after class—even if you can’t 
attend the live session, you can still participate! For our online course fees, we understand there are economic barriers that many are facing during 
this time. If you live in Alabama and need financial assistance, please email the Outreach & Communications Director at sarah@alaudubon.org.

Audubon at Home: Chimney Swifts*. Learn all about one of our favorite birds, the chimney swift, from our Science & 
Conservation Director Lianne Koczur. Class meets online on Tuesday, June 22, 5:30–6:30 p.m. 

22 June
Tuesday

New: Audubon at Home: Nesting Bird Behaviors (Day 1)*. Join Anne Miller on a journey that will open your eyes to 
little-known aspects of how birds choose their mates, build their nests, and raise their young. Two class meetings online 
on Wednesdays (7/7, 7/14), 5:30–6:30 p.m. $20 (one-time registration fee covers both classes). 

07 July
Wednesday

Audubon at Home: Bird Banding*. Have you ever noticed those little bands on some birds’ legs? Learn all about 
banding and what you can do if you see a banded bird with Lianne Koczur. Class meets online on Tuesday, July 13, 
5:30–6:30 p.m. 

13 July
Tuesday

New: Black Belt Birding Festival*. See more details below. 07 August
Saturday

Early bird registration is now open for our Black Belt Birding Festival on Saturday, August 7! Save $10 off the ticket 
price when you purchase by June 30. Alabama Audubon’s Black Belt Birding Initiative works to bring the economic and 
environmental benefits of bird-based ecotourism to one of the country’s most economically challenged rural areas. Through 
this special event, we’re hoping to make a positive difference for the Black Belt’s birds and the people who love them. Come 
for the day, or stay for longer and enjoy all the Black Belt has to offer! Visit alaudubon.org/blackbeltfestival to register.*

Featuring: Field trips to experience the diverse birds and habitats of the Black Belt, including the Joe Farm; keynote talk from 
Dr. J. Drew Lanham; indoor classes on Black Belt history and culture; vendor expo of local businesses, vendors, makers, and 
nonprofits; exhibition of Hale County fossils by UA Natural History Museum; a collaborative, bird-themed art exhibition by 
Aaron Sanders Head and Doug Baulos; and more to be announced!

*Registration required by 12 p.m. CDT July 30



MEMBERSHIP

Join us welcoming our new and returning local members:
Birds of a feather

SHAREEF ABDULLAH
KARRIE ARNOLD
ED BARANANO
CATHY BARRINGTON
LOYAN BEAUSOLEIL
ANNA BENIFIELD
TOM AND HANA BERRES
AMANDA BREON
STEPHEN BROKER
JANET BROOKS
BARBARA BRYAN
KYLE CAMPBELL
LISA CLARK
BROOKE COLEMAN
SUZANNE COURSEY
CILIE COWIN
JILL CROCKER
PIPER CUMBO
REBECCA DILL

ERIC ELLINGTON
R.B. FERGUSON
ANNA FLEMMING
JEANA FUCELLO
LISA GRUPE
KARL HAGLER
LISA HARRIS
ANN HARRISON
MELODY IZARD
REBECCA JACKSON
KIM JONES
GOTTFRIED KIBELKA
MARY JANE KROGSGARD
GLINDA AND TED LATHAN
SUZANNE MARSHALL
TIMOTHY MURRAY
KATIE MYERS
KAITLYN PARKINS
LARA PATTERSON

MITZI PETTY
DAVID PIERSON
JACKIE RAMSEY
RED MOUNTAIN GARDEN CLUB
LAURA RHODES
LAURA ROBERTSON
MICHELLE RUSHING
MELINDA SHELTON
MARGARET SHEPHERD
SALLY AND STEVE SMITH
CHRISTINE SPARKS
HUNTER STANDRIDGE
JOSHUA STRIPLING
RYAN TAYLOR
CINDY TENNIMON
GLORIA THRASHER
CHRIS WALLACE
GERRY WATERS
KRISTIN WOODS
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GIVING

BOBBIE CLOUD, memorial by Elisa Mejia

DAVIS FINDLEY, memorial by Glinda and Ted Lathan

MILDRED HERRING, memorial by Eric Ellington

Honoring those who made an impact
A special “thank you” to all who gave memorial contributions this season

ARCHIVES

and Christmas Bird Count results to the 
diverse field trips that contributed to 
our ever-growing birding community. 
None of this would be possible without 
the initial members who worked to 
establish the volunteer-run organization 
down to our current members, 
volunteers, and partners who continue  
to contribute to our ever-growing 
birding community. 

While it will be some time before 
the materials will be available and 
open to the public, our organization’s 

We’re very excited to announce our 
recent transfer of archival materials to
the Birmingham Public Library’s 
Archives and Manuscripts department. 
Because of our dedicated volunteers 
and members, we were able to donate 
seventy-five years’ worth of invaluable 
documents, photographs, and artifacts 
unique to our organization’s history.  
 
We’d like to give a special thanks to all 
our members and volunteers who have 
diligently documented everything from 
the first Audubon Mountain Workshop 

role in conservation will be housed 
and protected for years to come. To 
learn more about the Department of 
Archives and Manuscripts, please visit 
BPLonline.org/archives. 

Preserving our history
Donation to Birmingham Public Library’s Archives

BLUE JAY BY MIRANDA STUDSTILLBLUE JAY BY MIRANDA STUDSTILL
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CONSERVATION

Update on our efforts at this Black Belt birding hotspot
Restoring Perry Lakes Park 

by Meg Ford, Black Belt Coordinator

The Perry Lakes Park Coalition, which 
includes Alabama Audubon, Alabama 
Birding Trails, Auburn Rural Studio, 
Cahaba River Society, and The Nature 
Conservancy in Alabama, is working 
with local officials in Perry County 
and the Alabama Department of  
Conservation and Natural Resources to 
assist with the reopening of  the park, 
which closed in April of  last year. Perry 
Lakes Park, located in Marion, is a 
treasured birding spot for Audubon and 
birders from around the country, with 
its diverse habitat features and birding 
tower built by Rural Studio. Previously, 
the park was open to the public and 
free to visit, including easily accessible 
oxbow lakes for canoeing, the beautiful 
Barton’s Beach, several miles of  hiking 
trails, and an impressive Rural Studio 
picnic pavilion.

Since our initial day of  service for Perry 
Lakes on October 24—during which 
several individual volunteers braved the 
rain to deliver trail maintenance to the 
Secret Lakes Trail and repair damaged 
benches—the COVID-19 pandemic 
significantly heightened. In the interest 
of  protecting those of  us offering 
support to the park, we suspended 
service days. Stay tuned with us and 
our partners for when we resume these 
service days, hopefully in the near future 
as vaccines are rolled out in Alabama.

In the meantime, the coalition is  
making plans to advance the opening 
of  the park in socially distanced 
ways. A large part of  that will include 
reevaluating our current phases for 
volunteer work, to account for the 
maintenance that has been undone since 
our initial service day in October due to 
seasonal severe weather.  

While inclement weather has proven to 
be a significant setback in our progress, 
we’re grateful that the damages were not 
worse at the park. Most unfortunately 
of  all, in regard to storm recovery, many 
residents across the city of  Marion 
experienced disruptions to their water 
services for weeks following Hurricane 
Zeta. Despite this, the water services at 
the park, which were recently restarted 
with aid from Rural Studio, were 

untouched. The repairs that Rural Studio 
students have completed at the park over 
the past two semesters have also, for the 
most part, remained intact.

In addition to reevaluating our 
maintenance plan, the coalition is 
planning an update to perrylakes.org, 
to be funded by Alabama Audubon over 
the course of  three years. We hope to 
reorganize the rich and extensive history 
currently available on the website, 
update with more recent news around 
Perry Lakes, and give a revamped 
look to the website overall. We’ll also 
explore maintenance projects that can 
be completed with small groups of  staff  
from the coalition, long-term funding 
solutions, and methods for better 
promoting Perry Lakes to the local 
community and beyond.

Most recently, UA’s Honors College 
chose Perry Lakes Park as their service 
project of  the semester. The students 
organized multiple give-back nights with 
Tuscaloosa businesses to raise funds for 
the park’s ongoing maintenance needs, 
as well as a GoFundMe, which you can 
still contribute to at gofundme.com/f/
save-perry-lakes-park.

For more information on the Perry Lakes 
Park Coalition or the progress of  the park’s 
reopening, you may contact Meg at  
meg@alaudubon.org and (205) 235-3108.

EDUCATION

Call for volunteers! It’s heron-
monitoring season, and this year we 
are collecting data on green herons 
and yellow-crowned night-herons. We 
are looking for people who can search 
for and monitor nests throughout 
Alabama during the breeding season, 
which has already started! You can 
read more about the project at 
alaudubon.org/herons. Photo 
below: Ken Hare captured this  
yellow-crowned night-heron pair as 
they worked hard building their nest in 
late March.

Our heron-monitoring work  
has expanded

Monitor herons  
with us!

The 2021–22 Education MiniGrant 
cycle is now open for new applicants! 
Are you an Alabama educator with a 
project that aligns with our mission 
to promote conservation and a 
greater knowledge of  birds, their 
habits, and the natural world? Learn 
more and download our application 
at alaudubon.org/minigrants. 
Deadline: October 30, 2021

Now accepting applications
Education MiniGrants

VOLUNTEER
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Sign up today for our Protect Our Birds license plate, and we’ll cover the $50 fee! 
We need your help to get 1,000 pre-commitments by 31 October 2021. The process is 
even easier now—just fill out the electronic form at alaudubon.org/tag. Also, you don’t 
have to wait for your renewal! Artwork by UAB Bloom Studio.

MISSION

To promote conservation and a greater 
knowledge of birds, their habitats, and the 
natural world. 

CONTACT INFO
Birmingham Office
3720 Fourth Avenue South, 2nd Floor
Birmingham, Alabama 35222
Phone: (205) 719-3678

Black Belt Office
1014 Whelan Street
Greensboro, Alabama 36744
Phone: (205) 235-3108

Coastal Office
Email: coast@alaudubon.org

http://alaudubon.org
info@alaudubon.org

Follow us on social media
Facebook: @alaudubon
Twitter: @alaudubon
Instagram: @alaudubon

PEOPLE

Alabama Audubon publishes Flicker Flashes four times a year. 
Editor: Sarah Randolph
Contact: sarah@alaudubon.org

Flicker Flashes

While Alabama Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society, we are also 
an independent 501(c)(3) organization that relies on your support to carry out our 
outreach and conservation work. By giving directly to Alabama Audubon, you ensure 
that every dollar stays in Alabama for the benefit of our state’s birds and bird lovers. 


