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Anne Miller, Founder of the Alabama Wildlife Center, Presented with 
Alabama Audubon’s Yellowhammer Award 

 
Long-time wildlife rehabilitator recognized for her life’s work on behalf of Alabama’s birds 

 
BIRMINGHAM, AL, July 10th, 2020—During the first-ever online Annual Membership Meeting on 
Thursday, July 9th, the board of Alabama Audubon proudly presented their third annual Yellowhammer 
Award to Anne Miller.  
 
The Alabama Audubon Yellowhammer Award recognizes members who have gone above and beyond to 
promote conservation and a greater knowledge of birds, their habitats, and the natural world. The honoree 
embodies the spirit of Alabama Audubon, whose passion and hard work on behalf of bird conservation 
have made a lasting impact. Greg Harber and Elberta Reid were previous recipients in 2018 and 2019, 
respectively. 
 
Joe Watts, former Board President and now Vice President of Programs, recalled, “I first met Anne 
around twenty years ago and then again ten years ago. Our first meeting was uneventful, but I distinctly 
remember the second meeting. We were in a large room in Montgomery, and I was leading a meeting. 
She was sitting with another Audubon member, and they had multiple questions about how the work we 
were doing would involve birds, and particularly, how it would involve the birding community. I’ve 
loved her ever since. She’s been active with the field trips committee for years, leading outings and going 
on many that she doesn’t lead. She’s been a tireless advocate for bringing new birders into the fold, and 
she’s quick to share her spotting scope with a stranger just so they can see a distant shorebird.” 
 
Anne Miller founded and directed Alabama’s first and largest wildlife rehabilitation program—the 
Alabama Wildlife Center—for thirty years. Since her retirement, she has continued teaching wildlife 
rehabilitators across the U.S. about returning young wild animals to their parents, as an alternative to 
raising them in captivity. For her leadership in this area, Anne received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the National Wildlife Rehabilitator’s Association in 2017. She’s also an enthusiastic birder and was 
involved in expanding the Alabama Birding Trails system throughout our state. Anne recently completed 
a two-year term as President of the Alabama Ornithological Society and remains an active member of the 
AOS board of directors. She currently serves on the Field Trips and Programs committees for Alabama 
Audubon, and in 2019, she joined the adult course faculty teaching both in-person and online courses 
about topics ranging from using eBird for community science to helping baby birds. 
 
“Anne has been a mentor to me, and when I first began my career at what was formerly Birmingham 
Audubon two years ago, she took me under her wing and taught me how to identify birds by their field 
marks and songs. We at Alabama Audubon are so grateful for all she has done for our organization and on 
behalf of birds and bird-lovers in our state,” said Sarah Randolph, Alabama Audubon’s Outreach & 



Communications Director. “Anne truly encompasses what it means to be a conservationist, and it’s a 
privilege to know her and to have the honor of presenting her with this award.” 
 
This year’s Yellowhammer Award was designed by UAB Bloom Studio student Sophie McVicar. 
 

### 
 

A certified chapter of the National Audubon Society and an independent 501(c)(3) organization, 
Alabama Audubon’s mission is to promote conservation and a greater knowledge of birds, their habitats, 
and the natural world. Find out more at alaudubon.org, or follow us on social media @alaudubon 
(Facebook, Twitter, Instagram).  


