
Y’ALL MEANS ALL
Molly Adams started a movement to change birding for good.

The Feminist Bird Club was founded to be an inclusive birdwatching 
club that provides a safe opportunity to connect with the natural world 
while fundraising to protect the rights of BIPOC, members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community, and women. Read about its founder, Molly 
Adams, and the work she’s now doing with New York City Audubon.
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Molly Adams is making a difference for birds and bird lovers across the country
The intersection where birds and feminism meet
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It all began with a love of  birds and 
wanting to feel safe going out in 

New York City parks. In 2016, Molly 
Adams started a historic movement by 
creating the Feminist Bird Club in NYC, 
which has inspired chapters in Boston, 
Chicago, Michigan, Toronto, Seattle, and 
Buenos Aires—with more in the works. 
Today, Molly works with NYC Audubon 
as their Advocacy and Outreach 
Manager. We’re excited to have her as 
our special guest at our Spring Audubon 
Talk Friday, March 6th, hosted by the 
Birmingham Zoo and hope you can 
join us. Here’s a little background about 
Molly’s work on behalf  of  birds and the 
people who love them. 
  
SR: When did you discover your 
interest in birds? 
 
MA: I grew up spending a lot of time 
on the barrier beaches of Long Island, 
New York, surrounded with shorebird 
carvings and other bird paraphernalia 

at my grandmother’s house. The first 
birds I can remember are piping plovers 
and the least terns that nest on the 
two beaches I went to the most. On 
one occasion when I was very young, I 
somehow caught a piping plover chick 
that was stuck in a tire tread and placed 
it back underneath the symbolic  
fencing meant to keep folks away from 
their nests, and I will never forget it. 
I later volunteered at a local wildlife 
refuge where I helped with husbandry 
for their unreleasable raptors, but it 
wasn’t until after college that I was 
introduced to birding. 
In college, I wrote about natural 
history museums, nature centers, and 
connecting people to the natural world, 
stumbling upon the South Fork Natural 
History Museum out on Long Island. I 
went on to work there, a place dedicated 
to engaging their visitors with local 
ecology and conservation, and was 
surrounded by birders. Here I learned 
about the native birds that I had missed 

growing up, like surf scoters, screech 
owls, and sharp-shinned hawks, and 
as soon as I borrowed my first pair of 
binoculars and saw some of these birds, 
I was hooked.
 
SR: Do you have a favorite bird? 
 
MA: It’s really hard to pick a favorite 
bird, but at the moment I really like any 
and all nightjars. While I was in a pretty 
horrible relationship, the person I was 
seeing lived in the Pine Barrens of Long 
Island, and I could hear a whip-poor-
whil outside their window when I would 
lay awake at night wondering what I 
was doing with my life. It was really 
comforting. I also had the pleasure of 
banding migratory birds in Mexico in 
2018, and on one of our last days, we 
caught one of the common pauraques 
that we’d seen each morning along the 
dirt road on the way to the banding 
site. Hearing their calls each night and 
seeing the shine of their eyes in the 

by Sarah Randolph, Outreach & Communications Director
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morning was enamoring enough for 
me; however, I’ll never get over how 
beautiful the bird was in my hand.
 
SR: How did the Feminist Bird Club 
begin? What inspired you to create 
this club, and why is it important? 
 
MA: When I moved to NYC, I left the 
natural history museum and my birding 
community behind and was birding 
mostly by myself on the outskirts 
of Brooklyn and Queens. I had had 
an off-putting experience visiting 
Central Park before I moved, where a 
well-known individual had physically 
blocked me and my friends from seeing 
a bird that he was showing to his 
group. With his arms spread out wide 
he exclaimed, “Nothing to see here. If 
you want to know what we’re looking 
at, $10 tomorrow morning,” which, as a 
beginner birder, really deterred me from 
joining local birding groups in the city.  
 
My mental and physical health were 
suffering, so birding became more and 
more important. My safety became 
more of a concern when I experienced 
an uncomfortable situation with a 
stranger in a well-known park, and 
there was a jogger murdered very close 
to another popular birding hotspot. 
 
Friends of mine had expressed interest 
in joining me on trips to parks they had 
never been to, but were really turned 
off by early start times, so I figured 
a “club” could be a fun way to get 
everyone outside together at a more 
reasonable time. As someone keen 
on collecting patches at each wildlife 
refuge I attend, I threw around the idea 
of a patch online as well, thinking to 
use is as an opportunity to raise money 
for a local school to buy binoculars 
for a club of their own. A month after 
the club’s launch, Trump was elected, 
and like many others, I went into panic 
mode and wanted to help organize 

and fundraise in any way possible. 
The patch sales were then directed to 
Planned Parenthood and sold out in 
a few weeks. The club also turned to 
other activities beyond birding, such as 
consciousness-raising sessions around 
healthcare access and volunteering as 
abortion clinic escorts in the Bronx. 
The mission of the club evolved towards 
political action and fundraising, as well 
as providing a safe opportunity for folks 
who were most vulnerable under the 
recent administration, not to mention 
historically excluded from the outdoor 
community overall.
 
SR: Tell us a little about your role 
with NYC Audubon and the recent 
legislation New York City passed for 
bird-friendly building design. 
 
MA: In February of 2019, I was hired 
as NYC Audubon’s Advocacy and 
Outreach Manager, a brand new 
position, primarily to focus on bird-
friendly building legislation. In March 
of 2019, Council Speaker Corey Johnson 
and Council Member Rafael Espinal 
introduced the first version of lnt. 1482, 
an amendment to the building code 
that would require all new construction 
to use bird-friendly design. We formed 
a working group with conservation 
biologists, architects, and bird-friendly 
design experts, as well as volunteer 
lawyers and policy advocates to work 
together with the City Council and the 
Mayor’s Office to strengthen this bill 
by amending it to be more efficient, 
enforceable, and passable.  
 
I simultaneously worked with volunteer 
advocates throughout the city to 
promote public support for this bill, 
and in December, it passed in the City 
Council with a 43-3 vote and over 20 
cosponsors. Starting in January 2021, 
any new buildings will be required to 
include bird-friendly design, slowly 
making NYC safer for migratory birds. 

In addition to this work, I also focus 
on expanding the NYC Audubon 
community through partnerships 
and outreach that prioritizes the 
organization’s equity, diversity, and 
inclusion goals.

SR: Anything else you’d like to share 
with Alabama’s bird lovers? 
 
MA: This will be my first time in 
Alabama, and I’m incredibly excited to 
meet its birding community and see its 
birds. That being said, I understand that 
every city is extremely different and that 
a politically-minded bird club would 
have different goals and be received 
differently in Birmingham than in NYC 
or Seattle. The Feminist Bird Club 
represents different things to different 
people, but it is ultimately about striving 
towards an inclusive community of 
birders that prioritizes the experiences 
of people of color, members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community, and people 
with disabilites. The key word here is 
“striving.” We have a long way to go 
and are all learning as we go along at 
various paces, and we need to include 
the perspectives and strengths of as 
many folks as possible to continuously 
move towards our ever-evolving goals.

Are you a dynamic professional who wants to make a difference for Alabama’s birds and bird lovers? Are you a 
community leader who shares our vision of an inclusive outdoors? Want to work with one of the most dynamic 
teams in southern conservation? Apply to be our first-ever BLACK BELT COORDINATOR. Come and help us 
ensure the long-term success of our outreach and conservation initiatives in the Alabama Black Belt region, with a 
particular emphasis on Hale, Perry, Dallas, and Marengo Counties.

For more information, and to apply, visit alaudubon.org/careers

We’re hiring!
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06 March
Friday

14 March
Saturday

New Course: Bring Birds Back! Fiber Processes with Douglas Baulos. 
Learn how to create beautiful, hand-sewn fabric art utilizing multiple 
processes. Two sessions at our Birmingham offices (3720 4th Ave. 
S.) at 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m., limited to eight per session. In order to 
make this accessible to more people, Doug is providing this workshop 
for free to current Alabama Audubon members* and only $20 for 
non-members (who will become members by signing up for the class). 
*Does not apply for members of National Audubon Society. Wheelchair 
accessible. Pre-registration required online at: alaudubon.org/courses

New: Birding trip: Fosters-River Bend Turf Farm. The floodplain of the Black Warrior River west and south of 
Tuscaloosa hosts a wide variety of habitats, including mature swamp forests, open waters of ponds and oxbow lakes, 
grassy pastures and croplands, and freshwater marshes. Join us for a half day field trip led by Chris Oberholster and 
Linda Neighbors. Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Hoover McDonald’s on US 31 (1731 Montgomery Hwy.). Much birding 
will be done from the roadside with very little walking, so accessibility isn’t much of an issue for those who wish to stay 
in their cars.  Details: alaudubon.org/event/2020-03-07

07 March
Saturday

19 March 
Thursday

Birding trip: Fort Toulous-Fort Jackson, Wetumpka. This historic park is situated where the Coosa and Tallapoosa 
Rivers meet to form the headwaters of the Alabama River, and the rich riparian habitat makes it especially attractive 
to birds. Join Paul Franklin and Greg Harber for a full day field trip, meeting at 7 a.m. at the Hoover McDonald’s on 
US 31 (1731 Montgomery Hwy.). *Wheelchair accessible with some small restrictions on the trail. 
Details: alaudubon.org/event/2020-03-28

28 March 
Saturday

Exploring Natural Alabama: Birds of a Feather, 2 p.m. Join Dr. Geoff 
Hill to learn about bird coloration and mate selection at the Alabama 
Wildlife Center (404 Terrace Drive, Pelham). Bring the whole family!

22 March 
Sunday

MARCH CALENDAR

New: Gosse Nature Walk #28: UA Arboretum, Tuscaloosa, noon to 2 p.m. Dr. John Friel, Director of the 
Alabama Museum of Natural History, co-leads this walk with Sarah Randolph and special guest Molly Adams 
as we debut our first GNW in T-town! Meetup is at noon in the park’s main parking lot (33.1948, -87.4812). 
*Accessibility: moderate hike. Details: alaudubon.org/event/2020-03-06-2

Spring Audubon Talk: Molly Adams, Founder and President of the Feminist Bird Club and Advocacy & Outreach 
Manager for NYC Audubon, hosted by the Birmingham Zoo. Reception starts at 6 p.m., talk runs from 6:30–7:30 
p.m. *Wheelchair accessible. Details: alaudubon.org/event/2020-03-06

Board of Directors meets, 5:45 p.m. at our Birmingham office.

Landscaping for Wildlife Workshop. Learn how to make your yard more inviting for birds and pollinators and the 
importance of planting native species with Paul Franklin for this one-day workshop. Class will meet at our Birmingham 
offices (3720 4th Ave. S.) at 9 a.m. with a break for lunch followed by an optional afternoon trip to a local plant shop. 
$50/members; $75/non-members. *Wheelchair accessible. Pre-registration required online at: alaudubon.org/courses.

29 March 
Sunday

PHOTO BY DOUG BAULOS

In February, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stated its plans to adopt a rule that will no longer prosecute individuals 
and businesses for accidentally killing migratory birds—an important part of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act that led to the 
 prosecution of companies like Exxon and BP who paid large fines for the millions of birds killed as a result of the oil spills in 
1989 and 2010. With the 2019 report from Science that we’ve lost almost three billion birds since 1970, it’s clear that birds 
need all the help they can get. 

We encourage you to make a public comment on this proposed rule during their open period through March 19th. Make your 
voice heard at: regulations.gov/document?D=FWS-HQ-MB-2018-0090-0002

Threats to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
CONSERVATION
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03 April 
Friday

Spring Birding by Ear (Day I). Want to learn how to identify various species by their songs and calls heard during 
breeding season? Paul Franklin is bringing back this popular six-week class, meeting at our Birmingham offices on 
Monday nights (4/6, 4/13, 4/20, 4/27, 5/4, 5/11), 6–8 p.m. $75/members; $100/non-members (one-time registration 
fee covers all six classes). Pre-registration required online at: alaudubon.org/courses

06 April 
Monday

Gosse  Nature  Walk  #29: P.H. Gosse Birthday Stroll at Audubon-Datnow Forest Preserve and Flora Johnston Park, 
noon to 2 p.m. Come check out the habitat restoration work we’ve been doing at W.E. Putnam Middle School, led by 
Chris Oberholster, followed by a hike at the nearby Flora Johnston trail. Meetup is at noon in the side parking lot at 
Putnam (1757 Montclair Rd.). *Accessibility: easy to moderate hike. Details: alaudubon.org/event/2020-04-03

New: Birding trip: Poarch Band of Creek Indians Reservation. Join us for a special overnight field trip to the Poarch 
Creek Indian Reservation in Atmore (5811 Jack Springs Rd.). Friday evening, enjoy public access to the Southeastern 
Indian Festival. Saturday and Sunday, we plan to visit Magnolia Branch Wildlife Reserve, the Perdido Bay Farm Cattle 
Ranch, and we’ll also have access to the tribal museum. Hotel accommodations will need to be made directly with 
the Poarch Creek hotels—make sure to mention you’re with Alabama Audubon to take advantage of our special rate. 
More details coming soon, and registration will be required at: alaudubon.org/event/2020-04-03-2

03–05 April 
Friday–Sunday

New Course: Native Tree Identification (Day I). April is perfect for learning forest trees in the field by their leaves, 
flowers, branch and bark patterns, and landscape positions, aided by a simple key with line drawings. Learn from 
Henry Hughes, who worked in urban and rural forestry in Alabama for over 25 years. Five class meetings in April on 
Wednesday nights (4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29) with the sixth week (5/6) as a back-up for inclement weather, 6–8 
p.m. $75/members; $100/non-members (one-time registration fee covers all six classes). First class is mandatory, 
meeting at our Birmingham office (3720 4th Ave. S.), with remaining classes as field trips to Birmingham metro-area 
locations. *Accessibility will vary. Pre-registration is required online at: alaudubon.org/courses

01 April 
Wednesday

Public bird banding returns to the 
Alabama Gulf  Coast again this spring, 
courtesy of  Alabama Audubon and 
our partners. 

This year’s banding event runs from 
Tuesday, April 14th, to Saturday, April 
18th, at Baldwin County’s historic Fort 
Morgan (110 AL-180, Gulf  Shores). We 
invite the public to join us during the 
following hours: 

Tuesday, April 14th, noon to 3 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15th, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thursday, April 16th, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday, April 17th, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, April 18th, 8 a.m. to noon

This event provides an invaluable look 
at spring migrants traveling across 
the Coastal Alabama section of  the 
Mississippi Flyway. Throughout the 
week, participants will enjoy unparalleled 
access to the researchers and their 
work, with up-close-and-personal views 
of  some amazing birds—all ages are 
welcome to attend this free, public event. 
Please note that while the Coastal Bird 
Banding Project is free, there is an 
admission fee to enter the park. For up-
to-date pricing, visit fort-morgan.org.
Full details and registration are available 
at alaudubon.org/birdbanding.

Our popular research and outreach event returns to Fort Morgan for its fourth year
Join us for bird banding on the Gulf Coast

Annual Membership Meeting, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Bring a dish and join us at the Community Meeting Room at 
Emmet O’Neal Library (50 Oak St., Mountain Brook). Please RSVP for this free, members-only event on our website 
at: alaudubon.org/event/2020-04-23

23 April
Thursday

Coastal Bird Banding at Fort Morgan. See details below. 14–18 April
Tuesday–Saturday

Spring Bird Count and Bird-a-thon. Details on page 5. 25 April
Saturday

ARTWORK BY CHRIS DAVIS
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Birding trip: Alabama A&M Farm/Wheeler NWR/Dancy Bottoms. 
Join us for a full day field trip led by Paul Franklin and Linda Neighbors. 
Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Fultondale Chik-Fil-A (215 Howell St.). Full 
details TBD and will be available at: 
alaudubon.org/event/2020-05-02

02 May
Saturday

MAY CALENDAR

44th Audubon Mountain Workshop. 
Details on page 6.

08–10 May 
Friday–Sunday

21 May 
Thursday

Board of Directors meets, 5:45 p.m. at our Birmingham office.

COMMUNITY SCIENCE

Fifty-sixth Spring Bird Count & Bird-a-thon
Full-day count, Saturday, 25 April
Since 1946, seasonal bird counts 
have been a central part of  Alabama 
Audubon’s work. This year, we’re 
continuing that tradition with four great 
counts, culminating in our fifty-sixth 
annual Spring Bird Count and Bird-a-
thon. All participants in the count must 
RSVP for protocols and instructions by 
Friday, 17 April.

It’s our spring count with a competitive 
twist! As in previous years, we’ll spend 
the day in small groups surveying bird 
populations within our assigned areas 
at a wide variety of  sites located in 
Jefferson, Shelby, and St. Clair counties. 
This year, we invite our members and 
the public to pledge a donation for the 
number of  species seen that day. This 
can be ten cents or $10 per species, 
or anything in between! We generally 
average 120 to 150 species for a spring 
count, so a pledge of  10 cents per 
species would be a little over $12–$15 
and a pledge of  $1 per species would 
be around $120–$150, for example. 
Your pledges support our conservation 
efforts throughout Alabama.

Fall migrants, resident hawks, large 
waders, even common birds like 
Northern mockingbirds and American 
robins, are all fair game—each sighting 

contributes to a half-century-long dataset 
with important information on shifting 
ranges, the effects of  urbanization, and 
climate-related population changes.

As always with our counts, we’ll meet up 
at the end of  the day for refreshments, 
good conversation, and the evening 
“compilation,” the sometimes raucous 
process by which the day’s final bird 
list is assembled. (This is also your best 
opportunity to brag about all those 
unusual sightings you managed to get—
so long as you bring proof  of  the really 
rare ones!)

Because this is a coordinated scientific survey, 
we require all participants to register by Friday, 
20 September. Please let us know if  you’re 
new to bird counts, as we’ll need to send further 
instructions on how to participate, what to 
expect, &c. (Don’t be intimidated, though! We 
strongly encourage participation by new and 
inexperienced birders—nothing quite builds 
expertise like a day-long count in the company 
of  a seasoned birder.)

Can’t join us in the field? Visit 
alaudubon.org/research/how-to-count 
to learn more about how you can 
participate at your home feeder!

Full details and registration:  
alaudubon.org/event/2020-04-25

Make a pledge: To make a pledge to 
support our Spring Bird-a-thon, click the 
link at the top of  the web page (above) 
that says “Pledge now!” Please submit 
your pledge by 25 April.

Compilation details: Ansel Payne 
will host the compilation at his home 
in Birmingham (4600 7th Court
South). The compilation will begin 
around 7 p.m., with drinks and light 
snacks provided.

Count leaders: Greg Harber (cell: 
205-807-8055; day of  count only) will 
coordinate the count. This is a rain or 
shine event. If  you have questions 
ahead of  time, please email us at 
info@alaudubon.org.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE MCKENZIE
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Join us in Mentone for three days of classes, outdoor experiences, and fun in the southern Appalachians
Mountain Workshop returns for its forty-fourth year

Audubon Mountain Workshop, one of  
the Southeast’s oldest and largest 
events dedicated to the natural history 
of  the southern Appalachians, is 
returning to Mentone for its forty-
fourth year. Join us May 8th through 
the 10th as we celebrate another great 
set of  adult classes exploring the 
ecology, wildlife, and culture of  beautiful 
northeastern Alabama. 

Spend the weekend learning from 
experts on natural and cultural history, 
with adult classes on beginning and 
advanced bird identification, stream 
biology, butterflies and moths, reptiles, 
botany, geology, cultural history, and 
more. All classes are held either on the 
campus of  Mentone’s historic Alpine 

Camp or in one of  several natural 
areas located around Mentone and 
nearby Fort Payne. The all-inclusive 
registration includes meals, tuition, and 
reserved lodging in rustic shared cabins 
at Mentone’s historic Alpine Camp. 
(For those looking to upgrade their 
accommodations, the cabins, lodges, or 
chalets of  nearby DeSoto State Park are 
just a short drive away.) 

Tickets:
• Three-day, two-night, all-inclusive 
adult/youth ticket: $250
• Saturday-only adult/youth ticket: 
$170

Plus, new to 2020: enjoy a morning 
bird-banding option with staff  scientists 

and guest researchers! While you’re 
at it, consider making Mountain 
Workshop a family tradition with our 
Young Naturalist Program, an outdoor-
education curriculum for children ages 
five to twelve. All Young Naturalist 
activities are taught and supervised 
by our adult academic faculty, with 
assistance from the Alabama Audubon 
Outreach & Communications Director. 
Generations of  Young Naturalists have 
now enjoyed this program’s hands-
on classes and extensive science- and 
nature-based activities. 
 
Check out this year’s class list and 
reserve your spot today on our website 
at alaudubon.org/amw.

PHOTO BY BOB FARLEY
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SCIENCE NEWS

Walter F. Coxe research grants fund conservation in the Black Belt
Alabama Audubon supported research

Dr. Paige Ferguson is an Assistant 
Professor of  Fish and Wildlife Ecology 
and Conservation in the Department 
of  Biological Sciences at the University 
of  Alabama. Three of  her graduate 
students have been fortunate to benefit 
from the Walter F. Coxe research grants. 
Neil Gilbert (top right) studied the 
landscape ecology of  grassland birds in 
the Black Belt ecoregion. He performed 
breeding bird surveys and used remote-
sensing data to explain where he did 
(and didn’t) find species. The Walter F. 
Coxe grant was essential in funding fuel 
for surveys covering almost 200 sites 
across a large swathe of  the Black Belt. 
He found that the amount of  canopy 
cover within several kilometers of  
survey points was a strong predictor of  
grassland bird presence. He graduated 
with a Masters of  Science degree in 
2018 and is pursuing a PhD in Wildlife 
Ecology at the University of  Wisconsin-
Madison. 

Franco Gigliotti (middle right) is 
estimating resource availability for the 
endangered red-cockaded woodpecker 

(RCW) in the Oakmulgee Ranger 
District (ORD) of  the Talladega 
National Forest. He is interested in 
determining insect prey availability and 
selection by RCWs to elucidate links 
between forest vegetation composition, 
prey abundance, RCW foraging 
behavior, and breeding success. He used 
the Walter F. Coxe grant to purchase 
supplies for insect traps, which he placed 
throughout the ORD on pine tree 
boles to estimate prey availability for 
multiple groups of  RCWs throughout 
the summer. He also used the grant to 
purchase fuel for travel to and from his 
field sites. Franco is currently analyzing 
data and plans to graduate with a 
Masters of  Science degree in 2020. In 
the future, he hopes to enroll in a PhD 
program researching avian ecology. 

For his PhD research, Thomas 
Franzem (bottom right) is estimating 
occurrence rates of  beetle taxa in 
Black Belt prairies. He is interested in 
discerning how different restoration 
strategies and habitat features influence 
the occupancy and diversity of  Black 

Belt beetles. Successful restoration 
of  degraded grasslands is dependent 
on understanding how ecologically 
influential taxa, like beetles, are impacted 
by restoration methods. The Walter F. 
Coxe research grant was crucial for the 
purchase of  hundreds of  collection 
jars and materials to properly label and 
curate specimens. Thomas is sorting 
and identifying the thousands of  beetles 
that he collected over the summer and is 
constructing models to analyze his data. 

The Walter F. Coxe grant and Alabama 
Audubon have been wonderful resources 
for Dr. Ferguson’s lab, and we look 
forward to more partnerships in 
the future!

We’re excited to announce Olivia 
Morpeth joined our team as a Coastal 
Biologist. Born and raised in central 
New Jersey, Olivia got her BS in 
conservation and wildlife management 
and a minor in business administration 
from Delaware Valley University in 
2018. With a background in wildlife 
rehabilitation, she most recently interned 
at the Bon Secour National Wildlife 
Refuge in Fort Morgan, protecting 
sea turtle nests and collecting data to 
determine hatching success. She also 
participated in Alabama beach mouse 
trapping surveys as well as beach nesting 
bird surveys for snowy plovers. Please 
welcome Olivia if  you see her on one 

of  our coastal bird ID walks or at our 
Coastal Bird Banding!

Welcome our newest team member down on the coast!
Our flock is growing
STAFF NEWS
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COMMUNITY SCIENCE

Saturday, 21 December 2019
Eighty-third annual Christmas Bird Count

On a dreary, overcast, and later, wet 
Saturday-before-Christmas, 28 intrepid 
birders struck out into the field in search 
of  birds. Beginning at or even before 
the first crack of  dawn, they sought 
any and all birds—little birds, big birds, 
loud birds, quiet birds, backyard birds, 
and the skulky birds of  woods, field, 
or stream. To put a fine point on it, the 
challenge was to attempt to tally all the 
species and individuals present within 
the 15-mile circle centered at the Water 
Works filtering station on US 280 just 
north of  Rocky Ridge Road. 

The weather was, in a word, wretched: 
overcast and mid-30’s in the morning, 
followed by drizzle and then light rain 
by mid-afternoon. The day’s high was 
around 48 degrees, and the lighting 
was poor throughout the day, offering 
no great advantage in identifying tiny, 
backlit birds high in trees. It had been 
thus far a mild winter—and clearly not 
an “invasion” year—with a paucity 
of  visitors from the far north noted. 
The spread of  development in the 
metropolitan area continues to wreak its 

effects on favorable habitats for certain 
species; it has been some years since we 
tallied a Bobwhite on the Birmingham 
count, and we seem to be on the 
verge of  bidding farewell to Eastern 
meadowlarks and loggerhead shrikes in 
the vicinity, as those species are relegated 
to a tiny toehold now, if  they are to be 
seen at all. Our lack of  a consistently-
productive “duck pond”—a substantial 
body(ies) of  water with shelter on the 
banks, grasses on the floor, and small 
fish and other food sources—means 
that waterfowl species are relatively few 
and far between. Nonetheless, we do 
see evidence of  the occasional “new” 
species popping up in the area, as we 
now get Eurasian collared-dove as a 
regular feature, and lately we have an 
annual wintering hummingbird, with 
rufous being the expected subject.
At any rate, our heroes ventured out in 
eight parties, combining for 62.25 hours 
in the field—27.75 by car, and 35.5 on 
foot; and covered 402.5 aggregate miles 
—381.35 by car, and 21.15 on foot. A 
total of  81 species were tallied, and that 
number is a bit low when compared with 

historic levels, but not bad considering 
the uncooperative weather and lighting 
conditions. Highlights were the 
afore-mentioned rufous hummingbird, 
a lone bald eagle (Lake Purdy), a calling 
screech-owl (ditto), a peregrine falcon 
(downtown), a blue-grey gnatcatcher, 
big numbers of  cedar waxwings, and 
of  course, Greg Harber’s semi-famous 
winter-nesting robins, downtown at 
UAB. Notable misses were purple finch, 
palm warbler (odd for such a mild 
winter), loggerhead shrike, Eastern 
meadowlark, house wren, and generally 
low numbers of  water birds.

Thanks to all those who came out to 
help us with the count. We hope you 
and many more Audubon members and 
friends plan to join us on the 2020 CBC. 
With a little more planning, perhaps 
we could get more of  our membership 
involved in feeder-watching parties, and 
even local neighborhood sub-parties. 
Look for more on that as the 2020 
Christmas season approaches.

CANADA GOOSE
WOOD DUCK
GADWALL
MALLARD
RING-NECKED DUCK
HOODED MERGANSER
WILD TURKEY
PIED-BILLED GREBE
ROCK PIGEON
EURASIAN COLLARD-DOVE
MOURNING DOVE
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD
AMERICAN COOT
KILLDEER
WILSON’S SNIPE
GREAT BLUE HERON
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON
BLACK VULTURE
TURKEY VULTURE
BALD EAGLE
NORTHERN HARRIER
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK
COOPER’S HAWK
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK
RED-TAILED HAWK
EASTERN SCREECH-OWL
BARRED OWL

BELTED KINGFISHER
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER
DOWNY WOODPECKER
HAIRY WOODPECKER
NORTHERN FLICKER
PILEATED WOODPECKER
AMERICAN KESTREL
PEREGRINE FALCON
EASTERN PHOEBE
BLUE-HEADED VIREO
BLUE JAY
AMERICAN CROW
CAROLINA CHICKADEE
TUFTED TITMOUSE
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH
BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH
BROWN CREEPER
CAROLINA WREN
WINTER WREN
BLUE-GREY GNATCATCHER
GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET
EASTERN BLUEBIRD
HERMIT THRUSH
AMERICAN ROBIN

BROWN THRASHER
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD
EUROPEAN STARLING
CEDAR WAXWING
HOUSE SPARROW
HOUSE FINCH
PURPLE FINCH
PINE SISKIN
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH
EASTERN TOWHEE
CHIPPING SPARROW
FIELD SPARROW
SAVANNAH SPARROW
SONG SPARROW
SWAMP SPARROW
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW
FOX SPARROW
DARK-EYED JUNCO
RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD
BREWER’S BLACKBIRD
COMMON GRACKLE
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER
PINE WARBLER
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER
NORTHERN CARDINAL
RUSTY BLACKBIRD
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12
80
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3
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6
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5
1
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2
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115
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41
81

1
92

2
1

18
65
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19

1,299

23
82

308
887

58
127

2
3

75
102
324

27
16
95
11

145
2

68
1,539

34
3

3,201
2

79
140
186
58

by Paul H. Franklin, Compiler



MEMBER NEWS

Remembering those who left a lasting legacy with Audubon
In Memoriam

by Greg Harber, Vice President, Field Trips

It is with great sadness that we note 
the passing of  Mary Flint Porter, on 
Monday, November 18, 2019. She was 
the mother of  three children, Greg 
Waldrip (Patti), Lisa Waldrip Heerten 
(Glenn), and Jon Waldrip; grandmother 
to Beth and Anna Waldrip; and she was 
especially close to her brother, Sam.  
Mary was pre-deceased (2016) by her 
husband, Dr. John F. Porter, who lost 
his first wife, Jacqueline (Jackie) Harbin 
Porter, in 2001.

Mary developed her passion for birding 
later in life, having been introduced 
to the joys of  birdwatching in Paul 
Franklin’s classes in the UAB Special 
Studies program. She soon became 
active with Alabama Audubon (back 
when we were the Birmingham 
Audubon Society) and was a regular 
participant on field trips, bird counts, 
and the monthly meetings. Mary was the 
Assistant Vice President of  Planning 
and Agency Relations at the United 
Way of  Central Alabama, and thus 
her organizational skills were a great 
asset when she volunteered her time 
as registrar for the Audubon Mountain 
Workshop (1998-2004) and chapter 
treasurer (1999-2006). Memberships in 
the Alabama Ornithological Society and 

Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries, Inc. 
(DIBS) broadened her friendships and 
birding horizons even further.

In 2006, Mary and John Porter were 
married and thus began the Island Years 
chapter in her life. She embraced her 
new home and was especially fond of  
the sunsets from their waterside deck 
overlooking the Dauphin Island Airport 
Marsh. Mary devoted her time and 
energies to several entities on the island.  
She served as DIBS treasurer at the 
request of  her friend, Greg Harber, who 
was then president of  the organization 
(Dr. Porter was the Executive 
Director—a volunteer position John 
held from its inception in 1992 until his 
retirement in 2014). Mary was a member 
of  St. Francis Episcopal Church where 
she was the President of  the Episcopal 
Church Woman. One of  her favorite 
places on the island was the Welcome 
Center, where Mary was a volunteer.

The following lines from Mary’s 
obituary seem especially appropriate 
as we remember her now: “Mary had a 
beautiful, genuine spirit which touched 
everyone who knew her. She leaves an 
indelible mark on all who knew her.”

GIVING

JANE BYRD, honored by Dana and Daniel Drennen

CLAIRE DATNOW, honored by Janice Roberts

JEAN FOLSOM & GREG HARBER, honored by Gail Snyder

KATHY FREELAND, honored by Ellen McLaughlin

GREG HARBER, honored by Wendy Jackson, in memory of the UAB robin “Blaze”

Honoring those who made an impact
A special “thank you” to all who gave honoraria and memorial contributions this season

9    Alabama Audubon’s Flicker Flashes

The family requests that in lieu of  
flowers, memorial donations may 
be made to Dauphin Island Bird 
Sanctuaries, Inc. (DIBS), St. Francis 
Episcopal Church on Dauphin Island, 
or the charitable organization of  your 
choice. DIBS is a nonprofit conservation 
organization dedicated to the continuing 
protection of  important migratory bird 
habitat on the island. Donations there 
may be submitted by mail to P.O. Box 
1295, Dauphin Island, AL 36528.
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Honor those who have made an impact on your life by making a  memorial or honorarium gift today at 
alaudubon.org/give. Your tax-deductible financial contributions play a key role in  sustaining our outreach, 
science, and conservation efforts on behalf of Alabama’s birds and bird lovers. 

You can also leave a legacy for Alabama’s birds by remembering Alabama Audubon in your will. Learn 
more about planned giving by contacting our Development Director, Chris Oberholster, at 205-719-3678.

MEMBERSHIP

Join us welcoming our new and returning local members:
Birds of a feather

MARTHA AJAMIAN
LESLEY ANDERSON
MARY BADGETT
PHIL BARDEN
COLLEEN BEALL
CASON BENTON
JANICE BERNAUER
EDWIN BRIDGES
HANK BRILEY
CICELY BROWN
JAMES BURDETTE
BERNICE BURMEISTER
CAROL BUTLER
GAYLE BYRNE
JAMES CALHOUN
MEREDITH CALHOUN
BILL CAMPBELL
PEGGY CANTERBURY
SUSAN CARSE
CRAIG CARSE
AUGUSTA CASH
JENNIFER CASHMORE
NANCY CHANCE
LARISSA CHARNY
LOUISE CHOW
TINA CIARAMITARO
KELLY CIPRIANO
RAY CLAYTON
TINA AND JEFF COOPER
MARGARET COOPER
DEE CREEL
BARB CROSBIE
CINDY DAVENPORT
JOY DAVIS
PAUL DAVIS
CLINT DAVIS
HAROLD DICKINSON
ELIZABETH DOWNING
SCOT AND VIRGINIA DUNCAN
KATHLEEN DUTTON
HAROLD ELDER
CAROL ETHRIDGE
ANITA FAUCETT
BARRY FLEMING
JESSICA FLYNN

KIMBERLY FONDREN
JAMES FOWLER
MELISA FRIEL
LAWRENCE GARDELLA
PAULA GARMAN
JANICE GENTLE
JEAN GILLESPIE
WILL GOODWYN
TOM GORDON
KATHLEEN GREER
ELIZABETH GREGORY
TERESA HALL
PEGGY HAMMOND
STEVEN HARRIS
JULIAN HAZLETT
YVETTE HEATH
AMANDA HOLCOMB
GENE HUNTER
STEPHANIE HUNTER-COOK
WENDY JACKSON
JERRY AND CAROLYN JACKSON
CAROL JAVES
JAMES KEMP
ANNE KEMP
LIANG KING
CAROL KING
JANICE KLUGE
ANDREA KRING
N. RAMA KRISHNA
LYNDA LAMB
ARTHUR LANE
SANDRA LAWLER
LINDA LOCHMAN
JACKIE MAJOR
JOHN MARCINIEC
MARY MARTIN
JILL MARTIN
KAREN MAYS
AMANDA MCCOY
MICHAEL MCDEVITT
TODD MCDOWELL
BROOK MCGINNIS
JOSEPH RAWLINS MCKINNEY
JULIE MEALINS

ELISA MEJIA
BRUCE PARSONS
MARGARET PAVELA
KIMBERLY PAYNE
JOEL PITTARD
ADAM QUARLES
CYNTHIA RAGLAND
MARTHA RALLS
JOHN RANEY
LIZ RHOADES
SANDRA RICE
MARY RISER
CINDY ROBINSON SAPP
LINDA RUSSO
MICHAEL SANDEL
JENNIFER SANDERS
MARGO SAUNDERS
LEW SCHARPF
AMBER SEIBEL
JENNIFER SINOR
LAURA SISSON
JESSICA SMITH
ABBEY SMITH
ELISE SMITH
BRANDI SMITH
CHRIS STAUBER
DEBORAH STEGALL
BARRIE STOKES
LILAH STONE
JO TAYLOR
LORA TERRY
CUMBEE TYNDAL
CHARLIE VAUGHN
JACOB VINCENT
LINDA VONCANNON
PATTI VOSS
DEBORAH WADSWORTH
WARNER WATKINS
DALE WEEMS
ANNETTE WHITTEMORE
ANDY WHORTON
REBECCA WILCOX
RHEA WILLIAMS
THOMAS WILSON
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Protect Our Birds license plates coming soon! If you’d be interested in being one of our 
1,000 pre-commitments or to learn more, email us at info@alaudubon.org. 
Artwork by UAB Bloom Studio.

MISSION

To promote conservation and a greater 
knowledge of birds, their habitats, and the 
natural world. 

CONTACT INFO

Birmingham Office
3720 Fourth Avenue South, 2nd Floor
Birmingham, Alabama 35222
Phone: (205) 719-3678

Mobile Office
118 North Royal Street, Suite 505
Mobile, Alabama 36602
Phone: (251) 410-8600

http://alaudubon.org
info@alaudubon.org

Follow us on social media
Facebook: @alaudubon
Twitter: @alaudubon
Instagram: @alaudubon

PEOPLE

Alabama Audubon publishes Flicker Flashes four times a year. 
Editor: Sarah Randolph
Contact: sarah@alaudubon.org

Flicker Flashes

While Alabama Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society, we are also 
an independent 501(c)(3) organization that relies on your support to carry out our 
outreach and conservation work. By giving directly to Alabama Audubon, you ensure 
that every dollar stays in Alabama for the benefit of our state’s birds and bird lovers. 


