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OUR MISSION

To promote conservation and a greater knowledge of 
birds, their habitats, and the natural world.  



WHO WE ARE
As we enter our seventy-second year as Alabama’s leading nonprofit promoting conservation 
and a greater knowledge of birds, their habitats, and the natural world, the board and staff at  
Birmingham Audubon are taking stock of how far we’ve come. Seventy-two years of field trips and 
workshops, nature walks and public talks. Seventy-two years of leadership in Alabama conservation. 
Seventy-two years of service on behalf of birds and the people who love them. 
As I look forward to where we’re headed, it’s that last point that resonates the most. There’s 
something magical about that place where birds and people meet. Where the sound of a warbler’s 
call meets an ear eager to hear it. Where the sight of a Scarlet Tanager makes a whole group smile.
I hope you’ll continue to support us in our efforts to make Alabama a better place for birds and for 
people. Together, we make some beautiful things take flight. 

                                                                    Ansel Payne    
                                                                                                                                    Executive Director
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5 Adult courses offered to Birmingham-area bird 
lovers this year. Each intensive course runs from 
four to six weeks and features both classroom 
sessions and weekly field trips.

558 Elementary-aged students reached through our 
efforts at Avondale Elementary School and through 
our bird walk partnership with the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. 

EDUCATION
Whether we’re connecting children with nature through our 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens bird walks, or reaching adult 
learners through our popular evening and weekend courses, 
Birmingham Audubon gives people the tools they need to 
better understand and engage with the natural world.  
Great instructors like Greg Harber (above at Railroad Park) are 
a key part of our success. 



RECREATIONAL BIRDING
For over seventy years now, Birmingham Audubon has helped Alabamians explore their state, from its mountains to its prairies, its piedmont to its coasts. 
In 2017–18, we kept that tradition alive and thriving, with brand-new trips and time-tested favorites. 
Whether they found themselves on one of our city-based Gosse Nature Walks, a day-long summer field trip to the Black Belt, or a chilly early-morning 
bird count, participants in our programs were sure to find what they were looking for—interesting birds, fascinating adventures, and great company.

681 People attending a Birmingham Audubon field trip, 
Beginner Bird Walk, Gosse Nature Walk, or seasonal 
bird count this year.

8 Gosse Nature Walks—short hikes exploring the many 
urban greenspaces that can be found just minutes from 
downtown Birmingham. 

18 Birding field trips—including adventures at Perry Lakes 
Park, the M. Barnett Lawley Forever Wild Field Trial 
Area, Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, and Cheaha 
State Park (left). 

4 Seasonal bird counts, including our eighty-second 
Christmas Bird Count and our fifty-third spring and fall 
counts. 



SWIFT CONSERVATION
Each spring, thousands of Chimney Swifts return to Birmingham from their 
Amazonian winter grounds, intent on building nests and raising their families. 
The only problem is that the small-scale industrial and residential chimneys 
in which the birds prefer to nest are becoming harder and harder to find.

This year, Birmingham Audubon stepped in to help. In 2017–18, we ramped 
up our efforts to promote public awareness of these fascinating birds, and 
took concrete steps to enhance their urban habitat. With volunteer and 
community support—including funding from our members, our Junior 
Board, and the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham—we’ve built 
new nesting towers throughout the metro area, providing spaces in which 
breeding swifts can raise their young and roost during their southward fall 
migration. 

This handsome tower, designed by Chris Kay and constructed by Philip 
Woods Home Builder Inc., now stands atop the parking deck at the McWane 
Science Center. 

4 Number of swift nesting towers built or facilitated by 
Birmingham Audubon this year. Look for them the 
next time you visit McWane Science Center, Jones 
Valley Teaching Farm, the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens, or the University of Montevallo. 

180 Total participants at our three downtown 
Swift Night Out events. 



COASTAL CONSERVATION
This year witnessed the launch of Birmingham Audubon’s new coastal office in 
downtown Mobile, where three full-time and two seasonal employees are tasked 
with carrying out the Alabama Coastal Bird Stewardship Program (ALCBSP), 
a new inititative funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Gulf 
Benefit Fund with additional support from Alabama State Lands Division of the 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 
Together with a corps of dedicated Gulf Coast volunteers, we’re monitoring and 
providing protection for eleven of Alabama’s most sensitive beach-nesting bird 
species, including the colonial Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) pictured below. In 
the process, we’re building a brighter future for our state’s coastal birds—and for 
the coastal Alabamians who love them.    

Least Tern nests initiated at a site in Orange Beach—after 
Birmingham Audubon scientists used decoys to attract the 
first breeding pairs to the area.57



HABITAT FOR BIRDS & PEOPLE
Birds need healthy, natural spaces in which to thrive. New research 
indicates that our own children do, too. Thanks to our partnership 
with Jones Valley Teaching Farm, we’re working to provide students 
at Birmingham’s W.E. Putnam Middle School with just that. 

By removing invasive plants like Chinese privet and Bradford pear, 
Birmingham Audubon is opening up room for the school’s forest 
understory to regenerate, and providing access for students and 
teachers to study the Brown-headed Nuthatches, White-eyed 
Vireos, and Red-tailed Hawks that call their schoolyard home. 

Volunteer hours invested by community members, faith 
organizations, and our partners at Jones Valley teaching 
Farm in our ongoing restoration effort at Putnam.  179



Adult classes at the workshop. In addition to the 
traditional natural history curriculum, this year’s 
workshop also featured classes on Native American 
culture, creative writing, meditation, and more. 

128 Adult and youth participants in 2018.

MOUNTAIN WORKSHOP
In May, nature lovers from across the Southeast converged on 
Mentone, Alabama, to participate in one of our organization’s most 
cherished annual traditions, the Birmingham Audubon Mountain 
Workshop. 

This year’s attendees included an unusually high number of first-
timers, as well as visitors from as far away as Georgia, Tennessee, 
South Carolina, and the Gulf Coast—each one eager to take 
classes, make new friends, and enjoy the beautiful surroundings. 

38



COASTAL BIRD BANDING
As winter turned to spring, we couldn’t resist the opportunity to pack up our 
banding nets and return to the coast for another round of bird banding at historic 
Fort Morgan. From April 17th through the 21st, we joined our partners (the 
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Mississippi State 
University, Gulf Shores and Orange Beach Tourism, the Alabama Historical 
Commission, and Mobile Bay Audubon Society) in the piney woods as thousands 
of migrants poured in off the Gulf of Mexico. 
Beyond collecting invaluable data on bird populations and the health of the 
Mississippi flyway, this beloved annual event also provided the public with some 
incredible up-close views of their favorite migratory birds. 

605
47

Estimated public attendance.  425

Number of individual birds, including this beautiful 
Black-and-white Warbler (right), banded during
the week.

Number of species banded. 



SUPPORT FOR THE FUTURE
The future of our state’s birds depends on the next generation of Alabama birders, conservationists, and scientists. That’s why we’ve provided $20,000 in 
grant funding over the last year to support both bird education in schools and conservation research in our universities. 
Whether we’re helping to purchase binoculars for elementary school students, fund graduate-level work on a declining warbler species, or support a local 
ornithology masters student, we’re committed to investing in a brighter future.

$5,000 in support of UAB’s first 
Birmingham Audubon 
Scholar, Alaina Lamb.

$5,000 in Education MiniGrant 
funds, distributed across 
nine deserving projects.

$10,000
in Walter F. Coxe 
Research Grants, 
distributed across six 
projects relevant to 
southern conservation. 
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