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CONSERVATION
It takes a village...

With community support, we’re making a difference in the lives 
of birds and our local schools. Read more about our ongoing 
efforts to restore habitat behind W.E. Putnam Middle School in 
Birmingham on page two.
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You wouldn’t necessarily know it, 
standing in the Walmart parking lot 

or waiting in the drive-through line at 
Chick-fil-A or picking up your printer 
ink at Office Depot. But a little over 
a thousand feet from Birmingham’s 
busy Eastwood shopping area, a serene 
woodland has been biding its time.  

Tucked away between Shades Creek, 
St. Martin’s in the Pines, and a handful 
of  residential blocks, a tiny forest on 
the southernmost side of  the W.E. 
Putnam Middle School property has 
been growing up for decades, its 
hundred-year white oaks and loblolly 
pines keeping watch over generations 
of  students and teachers. Trilliums 
bloom each spring in the wetter corners, 
alongside Carolina allspice and flowering 
dogwoods; in the late fall, American 
beautyberries and hearts-a-bursting plants 
advertise their bright seasonal berries. 

 It didn’t take long after our first visit, in late 
2017, for the Birmingham Audubon staff  
to fall in love with this special habitat. We’d 

THE LATEST

Birmingham Audubon brings community together for a habitat restoration day
We get by with a little help from our friends

just awarded an Education MiniGrant to 
the Jones Valley Teaching Farm (jvtf.org) 
staff  who work at the school, and had 
come out for a quick site tour to talk about 
birds. Within minutes we were hearing 
the sounds of  nuthatches, woodpeckers, 
kinglets, and the unambiguous squeal 
of  a Red-shouldered Hawk—and we 
knew we were onto something special.  

That’s why we’ve worked for over a year 
now with community partners like JVTF, 
the Desert Island Supply Co. (discobham.
com), and the Birmingham Shambhala 
community to help make this special place 
more accessible to the students at Putnam. 
We’ve helped to reopen trails, removed 
countless linear feet of  invasive plants (like 
privet, Nandina, and mimosa), and brought 
in new native trees and shrubs to turn these 
woodlands into one of  the premier outdoor 
classrooms in the state of  Alabama.  
On October 20th, we hosted our biggest 
effort yet, with over sixty community 
members and friends—including Putnam 
alum, Mayor Randall Woodfin (pictured 

above)—coming out to support us. Want 
to find out more about how you can help 
us bring world-class nature opportunities 
to Birmingham’s city schools? Contact the 
Outreach & Communications Director 
(sarahrandolph@birminghamaudubon.
org) for more details.

by Ansel Payne, Executive Director
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...and creates a new opportunity on our growing staff
Chris Sykes, MPA, has been instrumental to the growth of  our organization over 
the last two years: originally our Membership & Volunteer Coordinator, he later 
became our first Operations Manager. Now Chris is ready for a new challenge, and 
has accepted a position as the new Executive Director at the Norma Livingston 
Ovarian Cancer Foundation. 

Although this news is bittersweet for all of  us at Audubon, we wish him the best in 
his new endeavor. Thank you, Chris, for all your contributions! 

Are you an experienced office manager who can fill some big shoes? Come work 
for us: more details at birminghamaudubon.org/jobs.

MEMBERSHIP

Join us welcoming our newest local members:
Birds of a feather

DANNY ARMSTRONG

SALLIE BRICE

DORISANN CHAMPION

HEATHER DAVIS

LEIGH DELASHAW

LINDA FLAHERTY-GOLDSMITH

MEGHAN FRAZIER

TODD HARVEY

SUSAN HASKELL

BETH HAWLEY

KATHY HORTON

LYDIA JOHNSON

LYNDA LAMB

JOHN LANE

JOEL MARTIN

DAVID MCMATH

TERYN NASH

SHARON NELSON

SNOOKIE PARRISH

AYSHA RASOOL

DEE SCOTT

SANDI SEIBOLD

LINDA SHERK

LUCY TURNER

Listen to the recent story from reporter Mary Scott Hodgin
Chimney Swifts soar on air with WBHM
CONSERVATION

Our local NPR station, WBHM, recently joined us for the last Swift Night 
Out of  the 2018 season. Over a hundred attendees gathered on the street 
to watch the “swiftnado” as hundreds of  Chimney Swifts circled the sky 
and flew into a downtown chimney to roost for the night—a beautiful aerial 
display. Alabama Wildlife Center brought rehabilitated swifts to release, 
and Birmingham Audubon dedicated our swift tower housed on top of  the 
McWane Center’s parking deck.WBHM really captured the magic of  the 
evening in their story. You can listen to it by visiting: 

tinyurl.com/WBHMSwifts

To learn how you can help in our efforts to build more Chimney Swift towers, 
visit birminghamaudubon.org/swifts.

STAFF NEWS

Chris Sykes starts a new chapter...
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

06 December
Thursday

2018 Winter Banquet Fundraiser: Join Sessions Speaker Bruce 
Beehler as he shares the story of his once-in-a-lifetime journey 
following the spring migration of songbirds. Social hour and book 
signing at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:30, keynote at 7:15 in the Grand 
Bay Conference Room at Protective Life Corporation (2801 
Highway 280 South). Tickets: $75/person ($50 meal; $25 
donation. Register online at:
birminghamaudubon.org/winterbanquet

22 December
Saturday

83rd-Annual Christmas Bird Count 
Details below.

Deadline for researchers to submit Walter F. Coxe Research Grant applications. Details and forms available at: 
birminghamaudubon.org/waltercoxe

15 December
Saturday

Coastal Programs Winter ACBS Bird ID Walks: Join our Coastal 
Programs staff for one or both of these bird identification walks 
on December 8th and 14th in preparation for our ACBS winter 
surveys. Details on our website: 

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-12-08
birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-12-14

8 & 14 December
Saturday & Friday

Birmingham Audubon’s Flicker Flashes

83RD BIRMINGHAM CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Community Science with Birmingham Audubon
Track local avian populations with us for the eighty-third year

Our eighty-third annual Christmas Bird Count is scheduled for Saturday, December 
22nd. Join us as we scour the metropolitan area in small groups, surveying 
overwintering bird populations and contributing to a nearly century-long dataset 
covering Birmingham’s avifauna. Fall migrants, resident hawks, large waders, even 
common birds like Northern Mockingbirds and American Robins are all fair game.

Because this is a coordinated scientific survey, we require all participants to 
RSVP at least a week before the count. Visit our Christmas Bird Count page 
(birminghamaudubon.org/cbc) for more information and registration. You may 
also send an email to the Outreach & Communications Director (sarahrandolph@
birminghamaudubon.org), subject line: “Christmas Bird Count,” with your contact 
information (cell, email) and what times you’d like to participate. Let us know 
if  you’re new to bird counts, as we’ll need to send further instructions on how 
to participate, what to expect, &c. (Don’t be intimidated, though! We strongly 
encourage participation by new and inexperienced birders—nothing quite builds 
expertise like a day-long count in the company of  a seasoned birder.)

We’ll meet up at 5 p.m. for refreshments, good conversation, and the evening 
“compilation,” the sometimes raucous process by which the day’s final bird list 
is assembled. (This is also your best opportunity to brag about all those unusual 
sightings you managed to get—so long as you bring proof  of  the really rare ones!) 

Compilation details: 5 p.m. at the Birmingham Audubon office in Avondale (3720 4th Ave. S., 2nd Floor)
Contacts: Paul Franklin will coordinate the count. If  you have questions ahead of  time, please email our Outreach & Communications 
Director (sarahrandolph@birminghamaudubon.org).

Live within the circle and want to count at your feeder? Visit birminghamaudubon.org/science/how-to-count for protocols. 
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04 January
Friday

Gosse Nature Walk #19: Red Mountain Park (2011 Frankfurt Drive), noon to 2 p.m. Get a first-hand look at one of the 
South’s great, post-industrial ecological recoveries with special guest Rachel Ahrnsen, Red Mountain’s Director of Natural 
Resources. *Wheelchair accessible. Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-01-04

05 January
Saturday

Birding trip: Birmingham’s East Lake Park and Roebuck Springs. 
Join us for a half day field trip as Matt Hunter leads us on a bird walk 
through some of Birmingham’s prime birding sites. Meetup is at 7 a.m. 
in the Shepherd Center East parking lot (118 84th St. N.). *Wheelchair 
accessible. Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-01-05

09 January
Wednesday

Birding trip: City of Guntersville Waterfront Parks. With thousands of ducks and a good number of loons, the deep 
waters of Lake Guntersville deliver excellent waterfowl birding throughout the winter months. Join Greg Harber and Susan 
Barrow for a full day field trip, meeting at 7 a.m. at the Food Giant in Pinson (6662 AL Hwy. 75).  
Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-01-12

12 January
Saturday

19 January
Saturday

21 January
Monday

Birding trip: Tom Imhof Memorial 
Beginner Bird Walk at Wheeler National 
Wildlife Refuge. Learn the basics of 
birding on some of the Mississippi Flyway’s 
most important overwintering grounds. 
Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Fultondale 
Chick-fil-A (215 Howell Street). Details 
on our website: birminghamaudubon.org/
event/2019-01-19

Exploring Natural Alabama: Our Amazing Owls. 1–4 p.m., at Alabama Wildlife Center (404 Terrace  Drive, Pelham). 
Join staff from AWC for a talk on owls featuring live birds. There are two programs beginning at 1 and 3 to accommodate 
everyone. Bring the whole family! Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-01-13

Mastering Winter Water Birds (Day I). Master birder Greg Harber 
provides a comprehensive look at all the birds you’re likely to 
encounter on or near Alabama’s winter waterways. Four meetings 
at our Birmingham offices (3720 4th Ave. S.), Monday nights (1/7, 
1/14, 1/28, 2/4), 6:30–8:30 p.m. $50/members; $75/non-members 
(one-time  registration fee covers all four classes). Register online at: 
birminghamaudubon.org/classes

Goodwill Game Nights at Cahaba Brewing Co. (Day I). 3–10 p.m. Birmingham Audubon will receive a percentage of sales 
every Wednesday in January (1/9,  1/16, 1/23, 1/30) at Cahaba Brewing Co. They will have a rotation of BINGO, board 
games, skeeball tournaments, and more. Come have a beer, play games with us, and support Alabama’s birds!
Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-01-09

Monthly Nature Program “Development and Implementation of Freshwater Species Recovery” with special guest Dr. Paul 
Johnson, Program Supervisor of the Alabama Aquatic Biodiversity Center. Reception starts at 6:30 p.m., talk runs from 
7–8:30 p.m., in the East Room at Birmingham Botanical Gardens. Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-01-17

Board of Directors meets, 5:30 p.m. at Birmingham Botanical Gardens.

13 January
Sunday

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service: Habitat Restoration at W.E. Putnam Middle School. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Join 
Birmingham Audubon and Jones Valley Teaching Farm as we team up to remove invasive species from the nature trail at 
Putnam (1757 Montclair Rd.). All are welcome! Details at: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-01-21
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JANUARY CALENDAR

PHOTO: BRUCE BEEHLER 07 January
Monday

17 January
Thursday



Birding trip: Great Backyard Bird Count at the Birmingham 
Zoo. 8–10 a.m. Seasonal bird counts have been a central part 
of Birmingham Audubon’s work ever since its founding in 1946. 
We’ll have two field trips in support of this year’s Great Backyard 
Bird Count. The first trip takes us to the Birmingham Zoo for 
a fun morning spent counting winter birds. Count leaders are 
Greg Harber and Jessie Griswold. Meetup is at 8 a.m. in front of 
the Zoo’s main ticket booths (2630 Cahaba Road). *Wheelchair 
accessible. Details and registration on our website: 
birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-02-16

Exploring Natural Alabama: Attracting Birds to Your Yard. 2–4 
p.m., at Alabama Wildlife Center (100 Terrace Drive, Pelham). 
Join guest speaker and founder of the Alabama Wildlife Center, 
Anne Miller, to learn how to make your yard more attractive to 
birds. Details on our website:
birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-02-24

16 February 
Saturday

24 February
Sunday

Birding trip: Great Backyard Bird Count at Forever Wild 
Ruffner Mountain. 8–10 a.m. The second of our half-day count 
trips takes us to Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve. 

Birding trip: Coleman Lake, Talladega National Forest. Plan to join us for a full day field trip to this must-see location for 
birders, home to two of the most uncommon species in Alabama—Red-cockaded Woodpeckers and Red Crossbills. Greg 
Harber leads this trip. Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Eastwood Chick-fil-A (1648 Montclair Rd.). Details on our website:
birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-02-02

02 February 
Saturday

01 February 
Friday

Gosse  Nature  Walk  #20:  Railroad  Park,  noon to 1 p.m. Join us for a lunchtime nature break with special guest Greg 
Harber on one of Birmingham’s most renowned green spaces. Meetup is at noon under the pavilion in the middle of the 
park (1700 1st Ave. S.). *Wheelchair accessible.
Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-02-01

17 February
Sunday

Monthly Nature Program, “Birmingham Audubon Supported 
Research,” with special guests Richard Borthwick and Kenny 
Jones, 2018 Walter Coxe Award Recipients. Reception starts 
at 6:30 p.m., talk runs from 7–8:30 p.m., in the East Room at 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 
Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-02-21

21 February 
Thursday

Board of Directors meets, 5:30 p.m. at Birmingham Botanical Gardens.
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Count leader TBD. Meetup is at 8 a.m. in the main Ruffner parking lot, located on the nortwestern face of the mountain, at 
the far end of 81st St. S. *Parking lot and deck are wheelchair accessible. Details: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2019-02-17

Save the date for our 43rd Annual Birmingham Audubon Mountain Workshop! 
9–12 May 2019 at Alpine Camp, Mentone, Alabama
More details coming soon: birminghamaudubon.org/bamw

Winter Birding by Ear (Day I). The ability to bird by ear, recognizing and identifying various species from their vocalizations, 
is of invaluable assistance in the field. However, most of the available instructional material on bird songs centers around 
the songs and calls heard during the typical breeding season, in spring and early summer. Paul Franklin seeks to remedy 
this situation with the inaugural offering of this exciting course. This six-week class will meet at our Birmingham offices 
(3720 4th Ave. S.) for opening night—and as situations warrant afterward—on Monday nights (2/11, 2/18, 2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 
3/18), 6:30–8:30 p.m. We will spend most of our time learning in the field. $60/members; $85/non-members (one-time  
registration fee covers all six classes). Register online at: birminghamaudubon.org/classes

11 February 
Monday



SR: Tell us a little about where you’re from, and how you came to birding.

HM: I live and work in Mountain Brook, and wanted to meet more people around 
the greater Birmingham area. I was also looking for some organized outdoor activities 
when I came across the diverse schedule of  field trips offered by Birmingham 
Audubon. Several years ago, I read the book The Big Year and thought that birding 
sounded like a fun thing to do.

SR: I saw you joined Birmingham Audubon in December 2017. Why did you 
become a member?

HM: I became a member before my first field trip because I could tell that there was 
great value for such a low membership fee. It was clear to me from the Birmingham 
Audubon website that the local chapter is highly engaged in preserving the great, 
natural gifts that we have in Alabama.

SR: What do you like about being a member?

HM: Being a member of  Birmingham Audubon means that I could attend the annual 
meeting last spring and help to recognize the hard work of  the board, staff, and
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GIVING

And now a word from our flock
Heather McCalley talks with Sarah Randolph about what Birmingham Audubon means to her

FREDERICK CARNEY, memorial by Doris Carney

RICHARD COCKFIELD, memorials by Henry Dauterive & friends; Emily Smith

ANSEL PAYNE, honored by Heather McCalley

For seventy-two years, Birmingham Audubon has provided a special place where people can connect with birds and each other. From 
field trips and community science, to nature walks and workshops, we work hard promoting conservation for birds and their habitats 
in our beautiful state. Our members are central to everything we do: countless people have come to Birmingham Audubon looking 
for binocular advice, only to walk away with new friends, a new hobby, and a new outlook on the natural world.

We asked one of  our members to talk about what our organization means to her, and here’s what she had to say:

Contribute to the 2018 Annual Fund
Please consider making a donation in support of the programs and work of Birmingham Audubon, a staffed 501(c)3 nonprofit 
promoting conservation and a greater knowledge of birds, their habitats, and the natural world. Your support funds our local work 
across our state, including conservation efforts, educational programs, and recreational birding opportunities.

Visit birminghamaudubon.org/annualfund for more information.

Honoring rare birds
A special “thank you” to all who gave honoraria and memorial contributions this season

volunteers. It shows others where my priorities sit, and it helps me secure my favorite classes for the Audubon Mountain Workshop!

I am very grateful for the wonderful volunteers and staff  who have taught me so much just since January. It’s a great feeling to know 
we have a full-time staff  to respond appropriately regarding bird and other ecology issues around the state. And I really appreciate 
the social media efforts that help to get the word out to all newcomers.
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MISSION

To promote conservation and a greater 
knowledge of birds, their habitats, and the 
natural world. 
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Flicker Flashes

“To start again with something beautiful, and natural, the waxwing first on one foot, then the other, 
holding the berry against the moment like a drop of blood—red-wing-tipped, yellow at the tip of 
the tail, the head sleek, crested, fin or arrow, turning now, swallowing.”

—Stanley Plumly
An excerpt from “Cedar Waxwing on Scarlet firethorn”

PEOPLE


