
The Birmingham Audubon Board of  
Directors has announced a change 

in leadership as Suzanne Langley, the 
organization’s first Executive Director, 
departs to take on the top role at 
Audubon Texas. Chris Oberholster, 
currently Birmingham Audubon’s 
Partnership & Policy Director, will step 
in to lead the organization as Interim 
Executive Director beginning on 
February 1st.
“While Suzanne leaves us with some big 
shoes to fill, the board and I are confident 
in Chris’s ability to steer the organization 
during this exciting period of  growth,” 
said President Joe Watts. “With his proven 
record of  environmental leadership, Chris 
is the right person to keep us moving 
forward in support of  Alabama’s birds 
and their habitats.”
Born and raised in South Africa, 
Oberholster earned a Bachelor’s degree 
in Grassland Science at the University 
of  KwaZulu-Natal and a Master’s in 
Agronomy and Soils at Auburn University. 
He came to Birmingham Audubon in 
December 2016 as the organization’s 
first Partnership & Policy Director after 
almost twenty-five years at The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) in Alabama, during 
which time he played a pivotal role in the 
2012 renewal of  the state’s popular Forever 
Wild public-lands program. Starting out 
as a botanist and ecologist, he went on 
to work on conservation planning, land 
management, land acquisition, lobbying, 
and fundraising, eventually serving for 
more than eight years as TNC’s Alabama 
State Director.

THE LATEST

Chris Oberholster to lead the organization as Interim Executive Director

Leadership change at Birmingham Audubon

Birmingham Audubon’s first Executive Director Suzanne Langley (left) is heading west to lead 
Audubon Texas, the National Audubon Society’s regional office in the Lone Star State. Former 
Partnership & Policy Director Chris Oberholster (right) steps into the Interim Executive Director 
role in February. 

There’s still time to give to Birmingham Audubon’s 2017 Annual Fund!
Find out more about what our organization means to members like 
Roopa, Greg, and Phyllis at birminghamaudubon.org/annual fund
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Birmingham Audubon is Alabama’s 
leading nonprofit organization promoting 
conservation and a greater knowledge of 
birds, their habitats, and the natural world.

But Oberholster brings more than just his 
extensive policy experience to his work 
with Birmingham Audubon—an avid 
outdoorsman and botany enthusiast, he 
can regularly be found helping out on 
adult nature walks, harvesting and sharing 
native plant seeds, and poring over state 
and regional maps. 
In addition to his work, Oberholster 
enjoys recreational birding, growing 

native plants, hunting deer, and collecting 
stamps and postcards. He lives in Hoover 
with his wife, Suzanne Oberholster, and 
their three children: Charl, Isaac, and 
Anna. 
To find our more about Suzanne 
Langley’s new role at Audubon Texas, 
visit our website: 
birminghamaudubon.org/post-20180109
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04 February
Sunday

Paul Franklin leads Birmingham 
Audubon’s new adult birding course, 
“Alabama’s Birds of Prey.” It all gets 
started February 26th at our Birmingham 
offices. Photo: P. Franklin

Birding trip: Lake Guntersville State Park
Details on next page.

Monthly Nature Program, “A Great Place for Nature: the 
Naval Station at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba,” with special guest 
Dr. Kristen Bakkegard, Associate Professor of Biological and 
Environmental Sciences at Samford University. Reception starts 
at 6:30 p.m., talk runs from 7–8:30 p.m., in the East Room at 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-02-15/

Find this year’s full calendar on our website: birminghamaudubon.org/events

FEBRUARY CALENDAR

02 February
Friday

Board of Directors meets, 5:45 p.m. at Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens.

03 February 
Saturday

Gosse Nature Walk #12: Flora Johnston Nature Park, noon 
to 2 p.m. Join us for a moderate lunchtime hike on one of 
Birmingham’s lesser known nature trails. Meetup is at noon in a 
small parking area located at approximately 244 Elder Street. 
Details and registration at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-02-02

15 February 
Thursday

Join us on Thursday, February 15th, for a 
tour of Guantánamo Bay’s exceptional 
natural history, featuring special guest Dr. 
Kristen Bakkegard. Photo: K. Bakkegard

Exploring Natural Alabama: Bald Eagles—Turtles Are on the 
Menu. 2–4 p.m., at Alabama Wildlife Center (404 Terrace 
Drive, Pelham). Join Birmingham Audubon Program & Science 
Director Andy Coleman for a look at his recent research on 
Bald Eagle dietary preferences. Details on the web at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-02-04

Questions about accessibility? Email us (info@birminghamaudubon.org) 
for more information about how we can meet your needs.

05 February
Monday

Mastering Winter Water Birds (Day 4). 6:30–8:30 p.m. $50/
members; $75/non-members. Registration for this class has 
closed.

birminghamaudubon.org/classes

Birding trip: Great Backyard Bird Count at the Birmingham Zoo
Details on next page.

17 February 
Saturday

Birding trip: Great Backyard Bird Count at Ruffner Mountain
Details on next page.

18 February 
Sunday

26 February
Monday

Alabama’s Birds of Prey (Day 1). Paul Franklin helps birders 
navigate the sometimes confusing world of raptor identification. 
Six class meetings at our Birmingham offices (3720 4th Ave S), 
Monday nights (2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26, 4/2), 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
$50/members; $75/non-members (one-time registration fee 
covers all four meetings). Register online at: 

birminghamaudubon.org/classes



FEBRUARY 2018

CONSERVATION

We’re seeking nominations to fill open seats on our Conservation Committee

Another way to give back

Birmingham Audubon’s Conservation Committee works with our Program & Science Director Andy Coleman to 
advocate for habitat projects and conservation issues across Alabama. Committee members support staff and 
volunteer actions like habitat improvements, conservation assessments, policy initiatives, and more. Do you know an 
individual with a proven track record of environmental concern and commitment? If so, please nominate him or her 
(or yourself!) via an email to andycoleman@birminghamaudubon.org. 

FIELD TRIPS

Explore great winter water birds and help researchers on these three February trips
Short month, long bird list

Join us as we enjoy a day of winter birding in the beautiful Tennessee River Valley. With thousands of ducks and 
a good number of loons, the deep waters of Lake Guntersville deliver excellent waterfowl throughout the winter 
months. If you’ve made it to February without picking up Gadwalls, Buffleheads, Canvasbacks, or Ruddy Ducks, 
then this is the trip for you.  Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the McDonald’s in Pinson (6639 AL Highway 151; for those of you 
familiar with Turkey Creek Nature Preserve, this is on the other side of Highway 79 from the eastern entrance to that 
property). Together, we’ll caravan and carpool up Highway 79 toward Guntersville and the entrance to the park. This 
trip has traditionally meant a long day, so remember to bring plenty of water and snacks, a full tank of gas, rain gear, 
sunblock, and warm clothes. If you have a spotting scope, you’ll definitely want to bring it along—winter waterfowl 
make excellent subjects for long-distance, scope-based birding. While many attendees will likely pack a lunch, there 
are several restaurants in Guntersville, many not far from the shores of the lake.

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-02-03
Trip leaders: Greg Harber (205-807-8055; day of field trip only)

Birding trip: Lake Guntersville State Park
Full-day trip, Saturday, 03 February, meetup at 7 a.m.

Seasonal bird counts have been a central part of Birmingham Audubon’s work ever since its founding in 1946. This 
year, we’re continuing that tradition with four great counts, including two field trips in support of this year’s Great 
Backyard Bird Count (gbbc.birdcount.org). The first of these half-day trips takes us to the Birmingham Zoo for a fun 
morning spent counting winter birds. Meetup is at 8 a.m. in front of the Zoo’s main ticket booths, accessible from 
Cahaba Road. Bring water and snacks, rain gear, and seasonally appropriate clothing.

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-02-17
Trip leader: Matt Hunter (205-915-8186; day of field trip only) 

Great Backyard Bird Count: Birmingham Zoo 
Half-day trip, Saturday, 17 February, meetup at 8 a.m.

The second of our half-day count trips takes us to Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve. Meetup is at 8 a.m. in the main 
Ruffner parking lot, located on the northwestern face of the mountain, at the far end of 81st Street South. As always, 
remember to bring plenty of water and snacks, rain gear, and seasonally appropriate (i.e., warm) attire. If you have 
your own binoculars, you’ll definitely want to bring them—we’ll have only a limited number of loaners on hand. 

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-02-18
Trip leader: Ansel Payne (304-533-4741; day of field trip only) 

Great Backyard Bird Count: Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve 
Half-day trip, Sunday, 18 February, meetup at 8 a.m.
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MISSION

To promote conservation and a greater 
knowledge of birds, their habitats, and 
the natural world. 
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“When someone asks me why birds are so important to me, all I can do is sigh and 
shake my head, as if I’ve been asked to explain why I love my brothers.”

—Jonathan Franzen
From an interview with the novelist in National Geographic (2018)


