
Whether we’re organizing field trips to 
some of  the best birding locations 

in Alabama or offering innovative courses 
to some of  our area’s most enthusiastic 
nature lovers, Birmingham Audubon’s 
outreach department is dedicated to 
connecting birds and bird habitats with 
the people who love them. 

In fall 2016, we began offering a new way 
to do that with the launch our popular 
Gosse Nature Walk series, which began 
with a morning walk in Birmingham’s 
Avondale Park. Since then, our Outreach 
Director and a rotating cast of  local 
experts have led over a hundred people 
on accessible lunchtime explorations 
of  urban green spaces throughout 
the metropolitan area.  Participants 
have observed Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
at Ruffner Mountain, river cooters at 
Cahaba River Walk, native wildflowers at 
Birmingham Botanical Garden, and rare 
glade species at Moss Rock Preserve. The 
easy pace and convenient locations have 
offered an excellent starting point for the 
“nature curious,” while also providing 
plenty of  interest for seasoned naturalists.

Sound like something you might enjoy? 
If  so, you can learn more about the 
program, including the locations of  
recent and upcoming walks, on our 
website at birminghamaudubon.org/
gossewalks.

We hope you’ll join us in the field 
soon. The next walk—in Birmingham’s 
Crestwood Park—is coming up January 
5th! (See next page for details.)

THE LATEST

Our Gosse Nature Walks connect local residents with nature

Exploring Birmingham, one park at a time

Scenes from two recent Gosse Nature Walks: Above, Greg Harber helps a group understand 
the connections between Railroad Park’s native plantings and urban birdlife. Below, Ken Wills, 
co-author of Exploring Wild Alabama: A Guide to the State’s Publicly Accessible Natural Areas, 
leads locals on a walk around Hoover’s Moss Rock Preserve.   

There’s still time to give to Birmingham Audubon’s 2017 Annual Fund!
Find out more about what our organization means to members like 
Roopa, Greg, and Phyllis at birminghamaudubon.org/annual fund
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leading nonprofit organization promoting 
conservation and a greater knowledge of 
birds, their habitats, and the natural world.
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06 January
Saturday

02 January 
Tuesday

Mississippi Natural Heritage Program 
Zoologist Thomas M. Mann (right) joins 
us for our January 18th program at 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens.

Birding trip: Tom Imhof Memorial Beginner Bird Walk at Wheeler 
National Wildlife Refuge
Details on next page.

Monthly Nature Program, “Conserving Webster’s Salamander 
on the Natchez Trace,” with special guest Thomas M. Mann, 
Mississippi Natural Heritage Program Zoologist at Jackson’s 
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science. Reception starts at 6:30 
p.m., talk runs from 7–8:30 p.m., in the East Room at Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. 

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-01-18/

Find this year’s full calendar on our website: birminghamaudubon.org/events

Birmingham Audubon offices are closed.

15 January 
Monday

JANUARY CALENDAR

20 January 
Saturday

Birmingham Audubon offices are closed for New Year’s.01 January
Monday

Board of Directors meets, 5:45 p.m. at Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service: Habitat Restoration at 
W.E. Putnam Middle School. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Join Birmingham 
Audubon and Jones Valley Teaching Farm as we team up to 
remove invasive species from the nature trail at Putnam 
(1757 Montclair Rd). All are welcome! Details at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-01-15

05 January 
Friday

Gosse Nature Walk #10: Crestwood Park, noon to 1 p.m. Join 
us for an easy lunchtime nature walk at one of Birmingham’s 
most celebrated neighborhood parks. Meetup is at noon in the 
park’s main parking lot (5400 Crestwood Boulevard). Details 
and registration at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-01-05

18 January 
Thursday

Birding trip: Fayette County
Details on next page.

Learn the basics of birding at one of the 
Southeast’s most important overwintering 
refuges. Winter waterfowl, Whooping 
Cranes, and thousands of Sandhill 
Cranes (like the one pictured above) 
await. Photo: Greg Harber.

14 January 
Sunday

Exploring Natural Alabama: Birds of Prey, Masters of the Skies. 
1–4 p.m., at Alabama Wildlife Center (404 Terrace Drive, 
Pelham). Join staff from AWC for a talk on Alabama’s raptor 
species. Details on the web at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-01-14

Birmingham Audubon offices are closed for the holiday.

08 January
Monday

Mastering Winter Water Birds (Day 1). Master birder Greg 
Harber  provides a comprehensive look at all the birds you’re 
likely to encounter on or near Alabama’s winter waterways. 
Four class meetings at our Birmingham offices (3720 4th Ave 
S), Monday nights (1/8, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5), 6:30–8:30 p.m. $50/
members; $75/non-members (one-time registration fee covers 
all four meetings). Register online at: 

birminghamaudubon.org/classes
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BIRDING

January is a great time to commit to supporting one of the world’s largest citizen-science experiments

Hey birders, eBird.org needs you!

You know you love birding, but did you know that your favorite hobby can also help contribute to our collective 
understanding of bird biology and ecology? eBird—a joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National 
Audubon Society—is a free tool you can use to keep track of personal checklists, compile your life list, and help 
scientists and the public learn more about what birds are seen where, when, and in what numbers. Birmingham 
Audubon staff members regularly use it to answer questions about local species abundance and migratory timing, 
and many of our members are dedicated contributers to the database. If you haven’t checked out this incredible 
citizen-science too, January 2018 is a great time to start! 

Questions about how to get started? Contact us at info@birminghamaudubon.org 

Ready to get started? Visit www.ebird.org today.

FIELD TRIPS

Help us kick off 2017 with two January birding trips
Overwinter with Birmingham Audubon

Birmingham Audubon’s Tom Imhof Beginner Bird Walk series continues in January, with a trip to Decatur’s Wheeler 
National Wildlife Refuge. If you’re new to birding, returning after an absence, or just interested in seeing some 
exceptional birds, we invite you to join us for an exciting day on the banks of the Tennessee River. Located on the 
eastern edge of the Mississippi Flyway, Wheeler provides crucial winter habitat for numerous waterfowl species, 
thousands of Sandhill Cranes, and a small, but increasingly reliable, population of overwintering Whooping Cranes—
still one of the world’s most endangered species. (There are around six hundred individuals alive today, up from an 
almost unbelievable low of just twenty-three in 1941.) Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Fultondale Chick-fil-A (215 Howell 
Street), located off I-65 (Exit 267) on Walker Chapel Road. Together, we’ll caravan and carpool up the interstate 
toward Decatur and the Priceville exit (Exit 334) to reconvene around 8:15 a.m. at a Hardee’s located at 3241 Point 
Mallard Parkway SE. After a short break, we’ll head from there to the refuge entrance, just a mile or two up the road. 
A birding trip to Wheeler can turn into a long day, so remember to bring plenty of water and snacks, a full tank of gas, 
rain gear, sunblock, and warm clothes. 

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-01-06
Trip leaders: Ansel Payne (304-533-4741)

Tom Imhof Memorial Beginner Bird Walk: Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge
Full-day beginner’s trip, Saturday, 06 January, meetup at 7 a.m.

Join Birmingham Audubon as we visit an area few birders know about: the rich woodlands of the Fall Line Hills 
ecoregion north of Tuscaloosa. Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Fultondale Chick-fil-A (215 Howell Street), located off I-65 
(Exit 267) on Walker Chapel Road. From there, we’ll drive northwest on the newly completed I-22, with a brief rest stop 
near Jasper before heading into Fayette County. As always, remember to bring plenty of water and snacks, a tank 
full of gas, rain gear, sunblock, and seasonally appropriate (in this case, warm) attire.  

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-01-20
Trip leader: Greg Harber (205-807-8055; day of field trip only) 

Fayette County
Full-day trip, Saturday, 20 January, meetup at 7 a.m.

Questions about accessibility? Email us (info@birminghamaudubon.org) for more information about how we can 
meet your needs.
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MISSION

To promote conservation and a greater 
knowledge of birds, their habitats, and 
the natural world. 
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“What do I live for? I eventually realized that to make a difference I had to step 
outside, into creation, and refocus on the roots of my passion. If an ounce of soil, a 
sparrow, or an acre of forest is to remain, then we must all push forward.”

—J. Drew Lanham 
The Home Place: A Colored Man’s Love Affair with Nature (2016)


