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Our October Nature Program will feature two graduate students from the Univer-
sity of Alabama and the University of Southern Mississippi.  They will provide updates 
on their research that was supported by Walter F. Coxe Research Awards.  Walter F. 
Coxe Research Awards are small grants from Birmingham Audubon in support of 
scientific research projects clearly applicable to wildlife, plant, or conservation issues 
affecting Alabama.

Thomas Olinger, M.S. candidate at the University of Alabama, (pictured top left) is 
examining the influence of beaver activity on the diversity and ecology of fish popula-
tions in the Talladega National Forest.  

Grover Brown, Ph.D. student at the University of Southern Mississippi, (pictured 
bottom left) is studying the population genetics of the federally endangered flattened 
musk turtle from the Black Warrior River watershed.

Birmingham Audubon Teaching Naturalist,  Ansel Payne, will be leading a bird walk at 
the Botanical Gardens prior to the program.  Please meet at the garden fountain at 6:15 PM.

Additional information regarding the Walter Coxe Research Awards can be found 
at our website, Birminghamaudubon.org.

Birmingham Audubon October Nature Program
Updates from Walter Coxe Research Award Winners

Thomas Olinger, University of Alabama and 
Grover Brown, University of Southern Mississippi

October 20, 2016  - 7 P.M. 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens

On the heels of last month’s well-attended excursion to 
Avondale Park, Birmingham Audubon is excited to announce 
two new Gosse Nature Walks for October and November! 

First, join us on the morning of Saturday, October 
15, as we explore the lower trails of Ruffner Mountain 
with special guests from the Nature Center staff. Together 
with Birmingham Audubon Naturalist, Dr. Ansel Payne, 
we will talk seasonal bird migration, Ridge-and-Valley 
geology, pollinator gardening, and much, much more. 
Meet up for this two-hour walk is at 8 A.M. in the Nature 
Center’s parking area (GPS: 33.558207, -86.707493; for 
directions, visit the Ruffner Mountain website at ruffner-
mountain.org/about/directions). 

Meanwhile, on Monday, November 7, Birmingham’s 
iconic Vulcan Park & Museum (GPS: 33.491734, -86.795497) 
hosts Gosse Nature Walk #3. Let Ansel start your Election 

Day week off right with a pre-work nature tour around 
everyone’s favorite cast-iron blacksmith. Between the 
geology of Red Mountain, the history of Lone Pine Gap, 
and the fall hawk migration, we should have plenty to 
talk about! Meet up for this one-and-half-hour walk at 7 
A.M. in the Vulcan Park parking lot.

As always, Gosse Nature Walks are free and open to 
the public; just be sure to bring water, snacks, walking 
shoes, and seasonally appropriate attire. Cameras are 
also a great idea! (We can provide a limited number of 
binoculars and field guides, but encourage you to bring 
your own if you have them.) 

If you have any questions about these or other offer-
ings in the Gosse series, or if you’d like to find our more 
about how you can support this program, please contact  
Ansel at anselpayne@birminghamaudubon.org. 

New Gosse Nature Walks Coming in October and November
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Wood thrush - 
By Debbie McKenzie

The southbound bird migration will be at full tilt in early 
October, and the multitude of habitats within Oak Mountain 
State Park will provide us with numerous opportunities to 
search for resident and migrant songbirds alike.

Our first stop will be in the vicinity of the farm and 
stables inside the entrance, where we’ll find open habitat 
specialists in the pastures, with various woodland species in 
the adjacent deciduous woods.

The road leading to the vernal pool is a favorite destination 
of mine, and we’ll make a stop here to check what birds may be 
found. A small creek and the open understory surrounding the 
pool is often appealing to migrant thrushes and woodpeckers, 
and the secondary growth bordering the path beyond the pool 
can sometimes attract warblers and gnatcatchers.

The fishing lakes, at the north end of the park, will be our 
final destination. Here we often find herons, pine warblers and 
chipping sparrows, and the thickets at the water’s edge have 
been known to harbor a migrant or two. The low dense stands 
of growth on the banks of the dike can host sparrows too, so 
we’ll be sure to stop there as we cross the embankment.

Although this is a half-day trip, for those who wish to 
pack a lunch and a chair, we can watch for migrating hawks 

for an hour or two from atop 
Double Oak Mountain on the road 
to Peavine Falls. The weather will 
play a key factor in our ability to 
see migrating hawks, and we may 
not see any at all – but – nothing 
ventured, nothing gained.  I can 
guarantee it will be the most re-
laxing birding you’ve ever done!

Read more about Oak 
Mountain State Park on the Alabama Birding Trails website, here: 
http://alabamabirdingtrails.com/sites/oak-mountain-state-park/

Plans:  Meet at 7 A.M. at the ranger station outside the main 
park entrance, located off I-65, Exit #246.  We will carpool and 
caravan from there to several destinations within the park.  
Be advised that park admission is $5 for adults, and $2 for 
seniors and children between the ages of 4-11.  Children 3 
and under are free.  Bring plenty of water, snacks, and a lunch 
(and chair) if you wish to stay for the hawk watching.

Trip leader: Greg Harber, 205-807-8055.

October Half-day Field Trip
Oak Mountain State Park

Saturday, October 1, 2016 - 7 A.M. - 12 Noon

All Birmingham Audubon field trips are free and open to the public.
Additional trip information may be found at our website, birminghamaudubon.org and on our Facebook page.

October All-day Field Trip
Montgomery Area Birding Sites 

Saturday, October 22, 2016 - 7 A.M. - 5 P.M.
Late October marks a period of transition in terms of 

bird migration. Many neo-tropical migrants are well on their 
way south by this point, and the first winter arrivals will be-
gin to make an appearance. This trip, and the habitats we’ll 
visit, will offer a chance to maximize our chances of finding 
those late migrants and early arrivals.

Several birding sites are on the itinerary: Fort Toulouse, 
Lagoon Park, Powder Magazine, Rudder Road (Hope Hull). 
The first three offer the best opportunities for finding mi-
grants, while the last one, Rudder Road, should yield a late 
shorebird or two, along with the possibility of early arriving 
waterfowl. Lagoon Park, with its expanded trail system, is a 
good place to stretch your legs too!

We are very fortunate and grateful to Larry Gardella, a 
Montgomery resident and well-known birder, for guiding us 
to these sites. His extensive knowledge of Alabama’s bird life 
and the local birding scene will be invaluable to our foray 
into the Upper Coastal Plain, so plan now to attend this trip!

More information about Lagoon Park can be found here, 
on the Alabama Birding Trails website: http://alabamabird-

ingtrails.com/sites/lagoon-
park/, while information 
about Fort Toulouse/Fort 
Jackson information can 
be found here: 
http://alabamabirdingtrails.com/sites/fort-toulouseft-jackson/

Plans:  Meet at 7 A.M. at the Alabaster McDonald’s at I-65, 
Exit #238, located at 205 S Colonial Drive, Alabaster, AL 
35007. The group will carpool and depart from here to our 
first birding destination at Fort Toulouse/Fort Jackson Park 
near Wetumpka. Maps and directions will be provided.  
Bring plenty of water, snacks if you wish, and a lunch.

Trip leaders: Matt Hunter, 205-915-8186, and Larry Gardella 
(334-450-9790).

November Field Trips at a glance:
November 5, Red Mountain Park
November 19, Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 

Cattle egret - 
 MTHunter
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During this twenty-sixth year of Audubon Teaches Na-
ture we will explore and celebrate the diversity of Alabama’s 
natural history.  These seminars will provide you with the 
knowledge and skills to allow you to enjoy your time in the 
field more fully, whether birding, botanizing, hiking or bik-
ing.  Audubon Teaches Nature will give you the unique op-
portunity to meet and learn from some of Alabama’s leading 
naturalists, authorities who are willing to share their years 
of experience and special knowledge to make your outdoor 
experiences more enjoyable.  Our programs are designed to 
showcase the beauty and natural history of Oak Mountain 
State Park and the central Alabama region.

David Frings and Jimmy Stiles will present our inaugural 
seminar of the 2016-2017 season:

Reptiles, A Sampler
David Frings and Jimmy Stiles, Guest Speakers

Sunday, October 23, 2016, 2 P.M.
Oak Mountain Interpretive Center

Reptiles are among the most ancient animals on the 
planet, having existed for over 300 million years. Modern 
reptiles inhabit every continent except Antarctica. They 
number in excess of 10,000 species, and of these 93 are in-
digenous to Alabama: one crocodile, 12 lizard, 49 snake and 
31 turtle species. Four lizard species have been introduced.  
Today’s program will include a sampling of live native and 

non-native species, af-
fording close-up views 
of their unique adapta-
tions. Your kids will love 
this program, and be 
sure to bring a camera!

Other topics, speakers and dates in this year’s series are 
as follows:

Exploring Wild Alabama
Larry Davenport and Ken Wills, Guest Speakers

Sunday, November 20, 2016, 2 P.M.
Oak Mountain Interpretive Center

Birds of Prey, Masters of the Skies
Alabama Wildlife Center Raptor Team, Guest Speakers

Sunday, January 22, 2017, 1 P.M. and 3 P.M.
Alabama Wildlife Center

Geology and Paleontology in Alabama: 
a Treasure Underfoot

Dana Ehret, Guest Speaker
Sunday, February 19, 2017, 2 P.M.
Oak Mountain Interpretive Center

Mysteries of Bird Migration
Anne G. Miller, Guest Speaker
Sunday, March 19, 2017, 2 P.M.

Alabama Wildlife Center

Alabama Birding Trails
Joe Watts, Guest Speaker

Sunday, April 30, 2017, 2:00 p.m.
Alabama Wildlife Center

Alabama State Parks: 
Your Gateway to Outdoor Recreation

Emily Vanderford, Guest Speaker
Sunday, May 21, 2017, 2 P.M.

Oak Mountain Interpretive Center

Programs are held at the Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak 
Mountain State Park, and the adjacent Oak Mountain Inter-
pretive Center.  Admission to the park is $5 per adult (age 
12+), $2 per child (age 4 to 11), $2 per senior (age 62+) and free 
for ages 3 & under.  There is no charge for the ATN program.

Announcing
The 2016-2017 Season

Audubon Teaches Nature
Co-sponsored by the Birmingham Audubon Society, Alabama Wildlife Center,

Oak Mountain Interpretive Center and Friends of Oak Mountain
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Joe Watts of Birmingham has 
been elected president of Birming-
ham Audubon.  Watts has been 
involved with Alabama tourism since 
1999 when he worked with an ad-hoc 
group to formalize the Alabama Sce-
nic Byways Program.

Watts was elected September 15 
to fulfill the term of Michelle Reynolds 
who stepped down to spend more 
time with family. Members elected 
Watts as president-elect in April 2015. 
Birmingham Audubon is the 70-year-
old Alabama organization supporting 
conservation, birds and habitat and a 
greater knowledge of the natural world.

 “Growing up in rural Southwest 
Alabama, my interest in the outdoors 
started early, with my mother carry-
ing me into the deep woods long before I could walk,” Watts 
says. “Later, I explored the woods alone, building shelters, 
climbing trees and doing those things that a young boy did 
before video games and 24-hour television. I got my first 
subscription to Audubon Magazine as a birthday present 
from my mother when I turned 14.”

The new Birmingham Audubon president grew his con-
servation interest into a passion for eco-tourism by first help-

ing to write the legislation creating 
the state’s scenic byways program. He 
began working closely with Birming-
ham Audubon as part of the statewide 
system of sites known as the Alabama 
Birding Trails. The project strength-
ened the connection between tourism, 
conservation and economic develop-
ment. He works with the University of 
Alabama Center for Economic Devel-
opment on several tourism-related 
projects and the Alabama Association 
of Regional Councils on the Alabama 
Scenic Byways Program.

Watts has also worked as an 
editor at Southern Progress, home to 
magazines such as Southern Living 
and Cooking Light, where he says, 
“even then, when I wasn’t developing 

recipes, I brought my love of the outdoors to my job, writ-
ing about bird watching and about nature photography.” 
He began his volunteering for conservation in the 1990s 
with the Sierra Club. He received his Master of Arts degree 
from Auburn University, and Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Birmingham-Southern. He and his wife Ann live, with three 
indoor cats he points out, in the Highland Park neighbor-
hood of Birmingham.

Joe Watts elected president of 
Birmingham Audubon Society

Harriett Wright
January 18, 1918 - September 15, 2016 

Birmingham Audubon is saddened to announce the 
passing of long-time member and past president, Harriett 
Wright.  Our Greg Harber provided us with his words spoken 
at Harriett’s memorial:

Like many of you, I had the pleasure of knowing Harriett 
from our association with the Birmingham Audubon Society, 
the Alabama Ornithological Society, and for some of you, the 
Alabama Wildflower Society.  

Harriett joined BAS in 1952 and remained a member all 
her life.  She served a term as President, and also edited our 
chapter newsletter, Flicker Flashes.  For many years, Har-
riett served as the chairman of our Speaker’s Bureau, and in 
that capacity introduced hundreds of people in garden clubs 

and civic groups to the beauty and wonder of birds and the 
natural world.  She also contributed a regular column to the 
newsletter, in which she spoke of the changing seasons and 
the bird and plant life that heralded their arrival.

Harriett also participated in innumerable Audubon field 
trips and bird counts, and it was on these occasions when 
she was at her finest – sharing identification tips, pointing 
out the complexities and subtle nuances of bird songs, and 
when the birding was slow, she would start botanizing.  

Nothing escaped Harriett’s sharp eyes and keen ears, 
and she readily and graciously shared this knowledge with 
others. Among her gems and other hallmarks were:  when 
the red buckeye bloomed in early spring you knew to

   (Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 4) 
start looking for hummingbirds to return; scarlet tanagers 
molt before departing on migration whereas summer 
tanagers don’t molt until after they depart; and that when 
it comes to photographs one can usually discern a sum-
mer sunrise from a summer sunset, but winter sunrises and 
sunsets often appear the same.  

Harriett was a published nature photographer as well, 
and her photographs appeared in numerous publications, 
including the state bird book, Alabama Birds, authored by 
her good friend and mentor, Thomas A. Imhof.  I couldn’t 
help but notice that in the preface to the book’s first edition, 
Tom stated that, and I quote, “Most of the information from 
Alabama feeding stations has been furnished by Edith L. 
Clark and Harriett H. Wright.”  The second edition features a 
photograph of a male and female Northern Flicker “accept-
ing southern hospitality at a feeder.”  

Harriett took the photo, of course, at her home, and if 
you’ve ever been there, you know that extending southern 
hospitality to the birds at her feeders was an understate-
ment!  Harriett treasured her backyard birds and fed them 
well, and they in turn rewarded her with 60+ years of happi-
ness, as viewed through the kitchen window.  It was entirely 
appropriate, then, that at the time of her death Harriett’s 
ever faithful Red-shouldered Hawk was perched outside the 
kitchen window waiting to give Harriett her first flying les-
sons now that she had earned her wings.

April… 
(Accompanied by a dogwood blossom 

photo in the newsletter)

The new year should begin with April, for in April the 
earth seems made new. The fragrance of spring is everywhere 
as the browns change to greens.

Our eyes behold a rebirth to the trees as the new green 
begins to show. A beauty unsurpassed meets our eyes and it 
is just as ephemeral as the sunrise. Just as the sunrise bursts 
into the fullness of day, so all too soon does the fine green 
emerge into full grown leaves.

Fruit trees blossom for a short time delight, sweetly scent-
ing the air. The dogwood dons its bridal white; the summer 
tanager returns. Mornings you are awakened by the flute-like 
call of the wood thrush. Down by some creek the Louisiana 
water thrush has returned. It is worth a trip to “that” creek to 
hear his wild lyrical song.

We bid goodbye to the myrtles, the juncos, the hermit and 
purple finch but welcome gladly our birds returning home. 
We listen again to the constant song of the red-eyed vireo, 
the less frequent one of the yellow-eyed, and the more chatty 
one of the white-eyed. Warblers fill the tree tops and add their 
songs to the melee of spring.

The buds are bursting, the birds are singing.  
At long last our hearts can sing, 
“It’s spring, it’s spring, it’s spring!”   

   H. H. Wright



Donald Kroodsma and his son cycled country roads, 
crossing ten states in ten weeks and cataloging 381 record-
ings of birdsong along the way. Kroodsma, a life-long scien-
tist and author of “Listening to a Continent Sing: Birding by 
Bicycle from the Atlantic to Pacific Coasts,” will serve as the 
Diane and Tram Sessions Speaker during the 70th Birming-
ham Audubon Annual Banquet sponsored by Protective Life 
Corporation and scheduled for December 1, 2016.

Travel accounts include links to birdsongs as Kroodsma 
describes in his book the species encountered as well as a broad 
natural history description of destinations. The ornithologist 
is a lifelong scientist whose work often has been recognized by 
organizations including the American Ornithologists’ Union, 
the American Birding Association and the Wilson Ornithological 
Society. He has the author of four books focused on birdsong. 

Birmingham Audubon hosts a nationally-recognized 
speaker each year during the annual banquet for members, 
friends and guests. Protective Life Corporation sponsors the 
December event, which this year will include the National 
Audubon Society Photo Awards traveling exhibit. For more in-
formation on the annual banquet, contact Carolyn Henshaw 
at 719-3678 ext. 1 or chenshaw@birminghamaudubon.org.

Recent Sessions speakers have included: Doug Tallamy, 
author of Bringing Nature Home; Jim McClintock, author of 
Lost Antarctica: Adventures in a Disappearing Land; Gary Lang-
ham, National Audubon Society chief scientist; and Walker 
Golder, director of Audubon’s Atlantic Flyway Coast Initiative.

Birmingham Audubon is one of Alabama’s longest serv-
ing conservation organizations focused on birds, habitat 
and a greater knowledge of the natural world since 1946. 
Members have completed bird surveys for more than 80 years 
providing significant data on species and habitat. A staffed 
chapter, Birmingham Audubon offers programs and resourc-
es throughout the year for members and the public, all found 
at www.birminghamaudubon.org. 

Birding & Bicycling 
the Continent: 

Kroodsma Announced as
December 1 - Banquet Speaker

Dear Members,

As the new Membership/Volunteer Coordinator, I have 
been learning so much about our members!  I have learned 
that some of you are National Audubon Society (NAS) mem-
bers, some are Birmingham Audubon Society members (BAS), 
and some are members of both NAS and BAS (which makes 
your membership a “hybrid”!). Just remember: NAS mem-
bership renewals are made through the NAS website, BAS 
membership renewals can be sent by mail (I am happy to 
report receiving many renewal envelopes in response to my 
reminder letters!) or on our website, but there is no “hybrid” 
renewal option.  Don’t forget to renew each separately!

Be assured that your account information is updated 
whenever I hear of changes, like new residences, telephone 
numbers, and email addresses, or errors, such as missing 
Flicker Flashes (or even too many of them!). Please call, email, 
or stop by the office here on Fourth Avenue South (there’s no 
substitute for human connection!), and let me know about 
any needed changes or questions you may have.  

A point to consider when renewing: we have moved to 
individual memberships versus. jointly held memberships, so 
be sure to let me know the exact name on your account and 
both your telephone number and email address—our database 
is very smart and will automatically send you an email, from 
me, acknowledging your purchase or donation.  I may, how-
ever, call you when I need more information or have a question 
about your membership preferences.  I have enjoyed these 
telephone calls and email replies that I have received from you 
so far - some letting me know about an error or missing info, 
and others telling me about your adventures with Birmingham 
Audubon in the past.

I look forward to being a continuing resource for you here at 
Birmingham Audubon Society and to seeing you at some of our 
meetings and events.  Next month, perhaps I can share what I am 
learning about Birmingham Audubon volunteer opportunities!

Many thanks,
Carolyn Henshaw, Membership/Volunteer Coordinator
chenshaw@birminghamaudubon.org  205-719-3678 ext. 1

Membership News
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Join and Support Birmingham Audubon

Birmingham Audubon Society Membership Application
     Join      Renew    Annual Membership:  $  20.00

Donation to support the programs 
& projects of  Birmingham Audubon:  $___________

    Total:       $___________

     Please make check payable to:
Birmingham Audubon Society

     Please charge my credit card
            Visa           MasterCard
Card Number_________________________________
Expiration Date________________________________

Name:______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

City_____________________State_______Zip______

Email_______________________________________

Phone_______________________________________

Birmingham Audubon Society is an independent non-
profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Your donations 
are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Please keep my donation anonymous
 Yes No

I want to receive communications electronically
 Yes No

I want to be contacted to learn about volunteer activities
 Yes No

If you are interested in joining National Audubon Society,
visit: www.audubon.org

Birmingham Audubon’s policy is to not share or sell our 
mailing list. Your privacy is of the utmost importance to us.

Birmingham Audubon Society
3720 Fourth Avenue S, Second Floor

Birmingham, AL 35222
Phone: 205-719-3678

www.birminghamaudubon.org

Are birds, wildlife and our natural habitat 
of interest to you?  

If so, we invite you to be a part of a community 
that enjoys, values and protects birds 

and our natural world.

 Founded in 1946, the Birmingham Audubon Society is Ala-
bama’s leading non-profit organization engaging people in the 
enjoyment and conservation of birds, their habitats and the 
natural world. With your support, we involve people through 
recreational birding, by extending their horizons with educa-
tion programs, and by engaging them in conservation actions 
such as planting trees, counting birds, and working with local, 
state, and national policy makers.

There are many ways you can support 
Birmingham Audubon

Please join us and make a difference for birds and 
your quality of life, right here in Alabama! 

 
Membership
Take the first step and become a Member of Birmingham 
Audubon.  Get connected with our Flicker Flashes newsletter. 
See birds by participating in one of our free field trips, and learn 
something at one of our free monthly programs. 

Make a Donation
We rely on your support and are proud to work on your behalf 
to restore wildlife habitat, conserve areas that are important 
to birds, and inspire appreciation and understanding of our 
natural world. Your generous donation, above and beyond the 
basic membership dues, is an important source of funding which 
allows Birmingham Audubon to facilitate our vital mission of 
connecting people with birds and the places they live.

Your memberships and donations support:
• Free monthly programs on nature and science topics
• Free field trips led by expert birders to great birding 
 cultural locations
• Annual banquet with nationally recognized speaker
• Discounted registration for Birmingham Audubon 
 Mountain Workshop
• Members-only birding classes
• Graduate student research grants
• Adult and student education opportunities and initiatives
• Alabama Birding Trails
• Local, state and national conservation initiatives
• Members-only Lending Library
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Please check your mailing label for your
membership expiration date.

Consider gifting a membership to 
Birmingham Audubon 
 www.birminghamaudubon.org

or 205-719-3678

October 2016

1 Oak Mountain State Park, 1/2 Day Field Trip
 
15 Gosse Nature Walk, Ruffner Mountain

20 Program: Updates from Walter Coxe Research   
 Award Winners, Birmingham Botanical Gardens

22 Montgomery Area Birding Sites, Full Day Trip

23  Aububon Teaches Nature: Reptiles, A Sampler
 Oak Mountain Interpretive Center

Flicker  Flashes
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The Birmingham Audubon Society

For conservation and greater knowledge 
of birds, their habitat, and natural world

Flicker Flashes produced by members of Birmingham Audubon 
Society, is published September, October, November/December, 
January, February, March, April, May/June. 
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Birmingham Audubon Society
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society
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Birmingham Audubon Society
3720 Fourth Avenue S, Second Floor
Birmingham, AL 35222
Phone: 205-719-3678

Email: basoffice@birminghamaudubon.org
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org
Join us on social media:
Facebook: Birmingham Audubon
Instagram: @bhamaudubon
Twitter: @bhamaudubon
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Birmingham Audubon is a staffed chapter of 
National Audubon Society with offices located at: 

3720 Fourth Avenue South, Birmingham, AL 35222. 
Phone number: 205-719-3678

Suzanne Langley, Executive Director: 
suzannelangley@birminghamaudubon.org

Andy Coleman, Ph.D., Program Director: 
andycoleman@birminghamaudubon.org

Ansel Payne, Ph.D., Teaching Naturalist: 
anselpayne@birminghamaudubon.org

Carolyn Henshaw, Membership/Volunteers: 
chenshaw@birminghamaudubon.org


