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Field trip to Talladega National Forest, John Morgan



365 days are never enough for all that is envisioned by leaders of  our      

70-year-old conservation organization who contribute to the legacy of:

• transformational actions through inspiring leadership; 

• enthusiastic pursuit of  the state’s more than 400 species of  birds; 

• dedicated stewardship of  urban and critical habitat, state parks, public lands; 

• partnerships that have yielded new conservation organizations, ongoing 

initiatives, policies, and programs that are decades old; and,

• tireless promotion of  a greater knowledge of  birds, habitat, and the natural 

world.

Thank you for your support and interest in this snapshot of  a Birmingham 

Audubon year.
Prepared by staff  & members



Connecting conservation 
& recreation

Cahaba Wildlife Refuge Field Trip, Matt Hunter



Urban habitat –
good for birds, 
good for birding

The Birmingham Audubon Urban 
Bird Habitat Initiative (UBHI) 
engaged community volunteers in 
habitat development and recovery at 
four locations in Jefferson and Shelby 
counties. 

Wells Fargo corporate volunteers spent an 
afternoon weeding and cleaning the 
Avondale Park Rose & Habitat Garden. 
Photo by Andy Coleman

UBHI



Natural assets 
in our own 
backyard 
Members, academics, partner 
organizations, and other volunteers 
shared their knowledge and 
enthusiasm in neighborhoods where 
projects are located. Thanks to our 
municipal partners, Birmingham Park 
& Recreation Board and the City of  
Alabaster, for the opportunity to 
model shared habitat.

UBHI

Participants examined sunfish during the 
first bioblitz at Limestone Park in Shelby 
County. Photo by John Morgan



Sharing interests 
& neighborhoods

One focus of  UBHI encouraged 
local support and stewardship of  
habitat benefiting people and birds. 
Birds & Brews paired new and 
seasoned birders on birding 
excursions to neighborhoods near 
projects, followed by conversation 
and refreshments.

Late summer outing to view Chimney 
Swifts in downtown Birmingham included 
a visit to Trimtab Brewery. Photo by 
Suzanne Langley

UBHI



Dig, build, and 
get invasive plants 
out of  the way

UBHI projects came to life through 
hours of  work by volunteers at: 
Limestone Park (160 by members, 
120 non-members); Avondale Park 
(20 members/92 non-members); 
East Lake Park (35 members/20 
non-members); and the 
Birmingham Museum of  Art (3 
members/12 non-members)

Photographers: Andy Coleman, 
Suzanne Langley

UBHI



Learning, seeking, 
working 

Bird banding at Robert G. Wehle Nature Center, Andy Coleman



Inspiration & 
perspiration

The late Walter Coxe was an engaging 
leader whom our  board honors each 
year by distributing up to $10,000 in 
graduate research grants – grants that 
help students like Andrew Cantrell 
(above right) and his habitat work in 
Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, an 
Important Bird Area in Alabama. 



Focusing the lens 
on urban habitat

Wading bird surveys, downtown 
bird mortality studies, and bird 
counts at Urban Bird Habitat 
Initiative sites contributed to 
baseline data for conservation 
planning. Partnerships with faculty 
and students at Birmingham area 
universities provided volunteers and 
field experience.

Student surveyors from Auburn 
University and University of Alabama 
at Birmingham at East Lake Park. 
Photo by Suzanne Langley



Data provided by 
expert birders, 
citizen scientists
Birmingham Audubon members 
began observing the Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count in 1946, 
reporting species found in a 
territory composed of  12 zones. 
Today, the Christmas count,
Audubon Coastal Bird Survey, 
Great Backyard Bird Count, and use 
of  eBird by members provides data 
used by scientists for reporting and 
conservation planning.

Counting birds in 
Birmingham
Since 1946

Bluebird photo by Debbie McKenzie; 
birder photo by Bob Farley



Free for all

Programs offered from September 
through April delighted, inspired, 
and informed members and our 
guests. From Birds and Bears of  the 
Arctic to background on  “America’s 
Amazon,” these programs generated 
laughter and sometimes thoughtful 
silence.

Left: Ben Raines, producer for American’s 
Amazon, takes a question. Right: 
Strawberry Plains Audubon Center staff 
make their point with humor. Photos by 
Suzanne Langley



Partnering for 
coastal species 
recovery
The Alabama Department of  
Conservation and Natural 
Resources and Birmingham 
Audubon were awarded $1.4 million 
by the National Fish and Wildlife 
Fund to monitor and steward 
coastal bird species of  conservation 
concern. Mobile Bay Audubon and 
municipal and federal relationships 
are key to the project, which will 
create local jobs to support the 
program.

Photo by Suzanne Langley



Connecting 
species
Whether telling the story of  turtles 
as dinner for Bald Eagles or 
observing Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird use of  Standing 
Cypress, interpreting connections 
broadens understanding and 
support for natural resources.

Turtle shell fragments from study by Andy 
Coleman, Program Director, of dietary 
habits of Bald Eagles in Alabama.



The calling

Field trip to Ebenezer Swamp, Suzanne Langley



Keeping up with 
our legacy

“The call” has so many meanings in 
our history. A volunteer-led project 
to organize Birmingham Audubon 
archives uncovered hidden stories 
of  outstanding leaders, donors who 
have made transformational gifts, 
and programs that continue to 
resonate with next generation 
birders and naturalists.



Decades and 
counting

Audubon Teaches Nature (ATN), 
Birmingham Audubon Mountain 
Workshop (BAMW), and the 
Annual Banquet featuring a speaker 
of  national note, marked 25, 39, and 
60 years after members first created 
these special programs.

Clockwise: ATN’s popular raptor program 
with Alabama Wildlife Center; birding at 
BAMW 2016; Young Naturalist at BAMW 
2016; and, Sessions speaker for Annual 
Banquet. Photos by Greg Harber and 
Suzanne Langley.



Generation to 
generation
Hundreds of  hours were invested in 
Birmingham Audubon by 21 
members of  the Board of  Directors 
and members of  18 committees. 
Thank you!

Directors prioritize goals for strategic 
planning session. Photo by Suzanne 
Langley.



Early call
The charter Birmingham Audubon 
Junior Board began framing their 
role in the organization, 
participating in civic events, hosting 
a mixer for other junior boards, and 
contributed to urban habitat 
projects. Welcome!

Junior Board greeted Annual Banquet 
guests in December, and constructed 
bird houses for the Sherman Heights 
neighborhood. Photos by Suzanne 
Langley and Andy Coleman.



A staffed, 
urban chapter
Birmingham Audubon staff  worked 
to represent the legacy of  the 
organization and strategic direction of  
the current board through 
neighborhood, state, regional, and 
national programs. 

Clockwise: Ansel Payne, Teaching 
Naturalist and entomologist, Limestone 
Bioblitz; Suzanne Langley, Executive 
Director, National Audubon strategic 
planning meeting; Andy Coleman, 
Program Director, Birmingham Audubon 
Mountain Workshop. Josey Crider, 
Membership/Volunteer Coordinator, 
Avondale Park.  Photos by John Morgan, 
Camilla Cerea/Audubon, and Suzanne 
Langley



With gratitude

Autaugaville/Prattville Field Trip, photo by John Morgan



New jobs for 
retiring board 
members

There are no words to describe what 
Bob Tate has meant to Birmingham 
Audubon as a long-serving board 
member and counselor. He and his 
wife, Ann, have set a high bar for 
board members, staff, and naturalists 
to be diligent in protecting Alabama’s 
natural resources. Bob joins the 
advisory board in 2016-2017.

Photo by Bob Tate



New jobs for 
retiring board 
members
Jean Folsom has been a tireless 
advocate for education and aspiring 
birders from children to adults. A 
retired teacher, Jean remains on the 
Education Committee

Photo of Bibb County Lake Field Trip, Matt 
Hunter; and from Volunteer Award 
Ceremony, Liz Rozzelle.



New jobs for 
retiring board 
members
Susan Barrow has led birders 
around the state on field trip after 
field trip. She retired from the 
board, and returned when needed. 
She says this time her retirement is 
permanent.  She remains on the 
Field Trip Committee.

Field trip to Perry’s Lake. Photo by 
John Morgan



Farewell
We lost Maureen Shaffer, a 
dedicated and tireless board 
member, this year. As chair of  the 
Field Trips, Campouts, and Archives 
Committee, she was an enthusiastic 
ambassador for birding, conserving 
habitat, and helping others learn to 
bird.



Thank you to our 2015-2016 Board of  Directors

Officers: Michelle Reynolds, President; Joe Watts, President-elect; Melanie Siebold, Secretary; Lori 
Oswald, Treasurer; Ken Marion, VP/Conservation; Jean Folsom, VP/Education; Maggie Amsler, 
VP/Programs. 

Directors-at-Large: Kathy Stiles Freeland, Elberta Reid, Ann Sweeney

Cissy Bennett, Hans Paul, Ellen McLaughlin, Greg Harber, Anne Miller, Bob Tate, Liz Rozzelle, Ty Keith, 
Susan Barrow, Maureen Shaffer, Michael Russell



A special thank you for the 
support of  our members, 
individual and corporate 
donors, foundations, and 
municipal, state, federal, 

faith-based, and 
neighborhood partners.

Lake Guntersville Field Trip. Photo by Bob Farley

We welcome your 
support today!

http://birminghamaudubon.org/about-us/membership/general-giving/


Birmingham Audubon Society
3720 Fourth Avenue South, Second Floor
Birmingham, AL 35222
205-719-3678
www.birminghamaudubon.org

Find us on Twitter and Instagram at 
@bhamaudubon, and on Facebook as Birmingham 
Audubon Society and Birmingham Audubon Urban 
Bird Habitat Initiative

Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve Field Trip. Photo by Pat Dortch


