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 ************************************* 
     I visited the Sanctuary on Tuesday April 25, 2017.  Thirty-seven 
wildflowers were found blooming, most in the meadow and along the creek 
bank.  The drought had a major effect on flowering especially the Mayapples, 
Blue Phlox, wild Hyacinth, Trilliums and Atamasco lilies which did not bloom 
this year.  Seven new flowers were added to the list including Venus’s Looking 
glass, Hedge Mustard, and Kidney-leaf Buttercup.  The upland woods had 
fewer flowers.   Poison ivy and privet were growing everywhere.  
I found no ticks on me. 
 

                  
               

       BUTTERCUP PRIMROSE                         MUSTARD sp. 
 
THE MEADOW. 
 
The meadow has not been mowed by Audubon in over a year and yet there 
are signs that a bush hog has cut this area around the sewer lines and done a 
horrible job.  It was too dry last Fall to order mowing because of the drought 
and fire danger.  Early Spring 2017 was much too wet.  Also there is now a 
gate at the access road to the Audubon property.  I will find out if our mower 
( who does a great job) can access the road/driveway to the property. 



AN INTERESTING ENCOUNTER. 
 
 

 
After entering the gated area and preparing to go up the hill to make my 
water collections from the Mayapple pool, I heard a rustling at my feet best 
summed up in Emily Dickinson’s poem: 
 
 

A narrow fellow in the grass 
Occasionally rides; 

You may have met him—did you not? 
His notice sudden is. 

 
The grass divides as with a comb, 

A spotted shaft is seen; 
And then it closes at your feet 

And opens further on. 
 

********* 
But never met this fellow, 

Attended or alone, 
Without a tighter breathing, 

And zero at the bone. 
 
 

Indeed you guessed it-- there was a 4 foot gray snake at my feet.  I quickly 
checked to see if it had a triangular head.  It did not.  It made a lot of noise 
and slithered toward the fence, went under the fence and proceeded to climb 
up to the top of a small tree where I lost him in the leaves.  I swiftly got out my 
camera and the best result I got is shown below. 
 
Lines point to snake body climbing up the tree. 
 



 
 
From the markings, I determined that this must be a gray rat snake.  It is 
found in the South.  Field guides describe rat snakes as aggressive snakes.  It 
will rear its head like a cobra with mouth open to strike.  It will strike and bite 
releasing a mild toxin.  It will also “rattle” its tail in the leaves.  It hunts small 
rodents and birds and is a constrictor – squeezing its prey before 
consumption. 
 
I continued my journey up the hillside, but now I procured a long stick 
waving it before me, lest there be other snakes along the way.  I did get bitten, 
but only by mosquitos.  
 
 
 
 



 
MAYAPPLE POOL ORGANISMS 

 
A sample of water was taken from the Mayapple pool and examined for 

microscopic organisms. 
 

                                      
             Egg sac of Daphnia                                        Mosquito larva 

E 
Producers Consumers 
Diatoms Daphnia (numerous) 
Green algae (filamentous) Copepods 
 Spirostomum ciliate 
 Ephippia 
 Mosquito larva 
  
 

BIRDS AND MAMMALS 
 
 NAME NAME NAME 

 
Carolina Wren Bunny  
Crow Squirrel  
Towhee Chipmunk  
Robin   
 
Ellen W. McLaughlin, Chair,  
Audubon-Sessions Nature Sanctuary Committee 
 
Submitted April 26, 2017  


