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President’s Message 
Maureen Shaffer 

This September marks the end of the first year of my two 
year term as President of Birmingham Audubon Society. It 
has been a year of significant accomplishments, thanks to 
several years of hard work and careful planning by the 
BAS Board of Directors. We are making the transition from 
an all volunteer organization to one with a professional 
staff, as many environmental organizations have done in 
the past ten or fifteen years. Our first staff member, Bianca  
(BJ) Allen, Administrative Director, has been working now 
for four years and has become indispensable. Our part 
time Education Director, Helena Uber-Wamble, who joined 
BAS in August, 2009, has been confirmed to a full time 
position after a year of effort to lay a foundation for a very 
active education program aimed primarily at young people.  
 
Both Bianca and Helena are based at our new office at 
McWane Science Center, in the space created for BAS as 
part of the new NatureScope exhibit, which opened in 
March of this year. The fascinating educational displays 
developed by McWane staff for NatureScope include a 
small stage and seating for school groups, Scouts and 
casual visitors.  Helena offers programs on this stage sev-
eral times a week, giving BAS a much wider audience than 
ever. This partnership with McWane Science Center 
brings our broad knowledge and years of field experience 
observing and monitoring birds and bird populations to the 
vast audience of Alabamians who annually visit McWane 
Science Center in the tens of thousands. Heretofore, we 
were more or less "preaching to the choir" as most of our 
programs and field trips were attended by a faithful follow-
ing of long-time members. With Helena's professional ef-
forts and our partnership with McWane Science Center, 

we are reaching a whole new audience. Helena's first pri-
ority, in addition to the McWane Science Center programs, 
is a full schedule of programs for area schools, as well as 
nature centers, camps and the local botanical gardens. 
BAS is deeply concerned about the "last child in the 
woods" syndrome, which is a disturbing consequence of 
our high tech modern life style. The BAS programs offered 
to young people get them outdoors and make them aware 
of Alabama's natural wonders. 
 

This is a good beginning, but 
there is much more to be 
done. The rupturing of BP's 
DeepWater Horizon well has 
flooded the northern Gulf of 
Mexico with 192 million gallons 
of oil. This tragic occurrence 
that has caused so much dam-
age to our rich coastal environ-
ment and has poisoned or 
killed birds, sea turtles, dol-
phins and other marine crea-

tures, reminds us as nothing else could of the fragility of 
nature and the terrible consequences of inaction and com-
placency. BAS plays a vital role in monitoring and protect-
ing Alabama's bird life. It is exceptionally important that we 
continue our growth as an organization to meet this and 
other environmental threats. In my remaining year in of-
fice, I will do all I can to further this goal. 
 
Thank you,  
Maureen Shaffer, President 

This first joint seminar is offered through the McWane Science Center and the Birmingham Audubon Society's educa-
tion department. There will be a presentation on the cavity nesters of Alabama and their nesting requirements. Jeff 
Pace and Helena Uber-Wamble will teach about the loss of habitat and the necessity of helping cavity nesters by pro-
viding artificial bird homes. Reservations must be made by calling the McWane Science Center Reservations Depart-
ment at 205-714-8414 in order to participate. The workshop is limited to 25 participants. The fee for the workshop is 
$10.00 per person. This workshop is offered to adults and their children, and each participant will build a Bluebird 
Box and take it home after completion of the workshop.  

 

Deadline to register is September 8th. 

Bluebird Box Workshop 
September 11, 2010 ~ 10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

McWane Science Center 
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April 25 through July 22, 2010 

Several birds that have been recorded this summer are apparently extending their breeding range.   
 
A White-winged Dove was seen at a feeder at Montevallo 14 May (MB) and Eurasian Collared-Doves were heard 
twice at Cahaba Heights and seen near Homewood during the month of June (HW). Song Sparrow was heard singing 
at Cahaba Heights 22 June (HW). Also, as many as four Mississippi Kites were counted at a Pell City sod farm in 
May, not one of the few regular sites (GJ,DJ). 
 
Not necessarily extending their range, but rare breeders, several Blue-headed Vireos, with young, were observed at 
Rebecca Mountain 26 June (GH). House Wren was heard singing at Ruffner Mountain 5 May (GJ) and Vestavia 19 
June (AM). Cedar Waxwings nested at Chandler Mountain for the second year (JG,BG,BS,MS); they also nested at 
Jackson County (ES). 

Other sightings were: 

4/25 Rose-breasted Grosbeak; Thoroughly enjoyed by the hostess,  
Trussville (CK). 

4/27 Scarlet Tanager; Crestline (LH). 

5/07 American Coot (2); Possibly trying to breed, Clay (BS,MS). 

5/10 Solitary Sandpiper (2); St. Clair Co. (JS). 

5/20 Bald Eagle (2, could be breeding); Observed by a visitor who was  
fishing at Lake Purdy (ME). 

6/21 Brown Pelican, (Rarely occurs inland except after hurricanes; oil spill?)  
Shelby Co., Lay Lake (BC). 

6/22 American Kestrel (juv.) Shelby County (AC,HW). 

6/26 Dickcissel; Shelby Co. Behind Wal-Mart , hanging out with the House Sparrows; (RR). 

7/05 Wood Stork (6); Scissor-tailed Flycatcher; Hale Co. (GH,PR, HW,MS,AGM). 

7/13 White Ibis (3); Shelby Co. Two Locations (MS). 

7/22 Lark Sparrow (2); Hale Co. (HW,AC). 

5/15 Common Loon; Double-crested Cormorant (220); St. Clair Co. (JS) 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for October FF at least five days before the September 1st deadline to: 
Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 

Mac  Braid 
Alice Christenson 
Bo Crawford 
Michael Elrod 
Bill and Jody Gilliland 

Greg Harber 
Lida Hill 
Greg and Debi Jackson 
Carol Knight 
Ann Miller 

Anne G. Miller 
Rick Remy 
Pelham Rowan 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
Maureen Shaffer 

Jim Sherrill 
Eric Soehren 
Harriett Wright 

The Birmingham Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following gifts and memorial donations: 
 

Memorial gift for Marilyn Leigh Mitchell Pippen from Elberta G. Reid 
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September Monthly Meeting 
Potential Effects of Climate Change on Alabama’s Plant Life 

Presented by Dr. Larry Davenport, Professor of Biology, Samford University 
Thursday, September 16, 2010 - 7:00 P.M. 

Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 

The Gosse Nature Guides will be published by the Uni-
versity of Alabama Press in the Fall of 2010. The first 
two books will be Nature Journal by Dr. Larry Daven-
port and Butterflies of Alabama by Paulette Ogard 
and Sara Bright. The Inaugural Sponsors include the 
Birmingham Audubon Society and Elberta Reid is 
on the Advisory Panel. The Gosse Nature 
Guides of Alabama are a series of natural 
history guidebooks prepared for the out-
door layman and enthusiast, named in 
honor of Philip Henry Gosse, the early Eng-
lish explorer who described Alabama’s flora 
and fauna so well in his Letters from Ala-
bama, (U.S.) Chiefly Relating to Natural 
History (1859). 

Dr. Davenport focuses on environmental and aquatic 
systems – plants, macroinvertebrates and fishes.  Much 
of his work has been on the Cahaba Lily which is re-
stricted to the shoals area of the main rivers and tribu-
taries of the Southeast. His efforts to protect this plant 
and its habitat were recognized by the Alabama House 
of Representatives, which designated May 27, 2006 as 
Professor Lawrence J. Davenport Day. 
 
Dr. Davenport combines scientific and creative writing in 
a nature column for Alabama Heritage Magazine. 

Twenty-five of these essays are being published as Na-
ture Journal by the University of Alabama Press. This 
is the first publication in the Gosse Nature Guides of 
Alabama. 
 
At Samford University, Dr Davenport teaches under-
graduate courses in general botany and plant taxon-

omy. He teaches a Wetlands course in the Envi-
ronmental Management graduate program 

at Samford and at the Audubon Mountain 
Workshops. During January he offers 
natural history trips to the Peruvian Ama-
zon and Belize. 

 
Dr. Davenport has won several teaching 

awards, including the John H. Buchanan Award 
for Excellence in Classroom Teaching (1991). In 

2007, he was named Alabama Professor of the Year by 
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching. 

The Alabama Booksmith will have copies of Dr. Daven-
port’s book, Nature Journal, for sale at the meeting if 

anyone is interested in purchasing one. 

Come Early for Refreshments and Conversation!
     

Audubon Education Soars 
By: Helena Uber-Wamble, Education Director  

As the Education Director, I will sum up the year for you 
the best I can and invite you to sign up for this year’s pro-
grams. Since last August, the Education Committee and 
staff have served over 2,500 people through our In-
School programs, presentations at the McWane Science 
Center, and various workshops.  Participants from Vesta-
via, Bagley, Greenwood, Brookville, and West Jefferson 
schools have learned about bird identification, the use of 
binoculars, and various bird habitats. We have reached 
over 100 classrooms through our Audubon Adventures 
program.   Other educational outreach programs like the 
Audubon Teaches Nature series at Oak Mountain State 
Park, and our Audubon Mountain Workshop (held once a 
year in May) have reached hundreds of families. 
  
Our partnership with the McWane Science Center has 
helped us launch a series of programs at the Nature 
Scope exhibit on the second floor near the BAS office. 
Nature Scope offers a closeup view of birds and the 
chance to learn their songs. Our presence on the stage 

to educate visitors has inspired many folks to stop and 
share stories of their experiences with birds in their back 
yard and on their journeys. The enthusiasm is conta-
gious! 
   
BAS is very fortunate to be able to offer ample education 
opportunities throughout the year for Jefferson and 
Shelby County schools. We offer Mini-Grants up to 
$300.00 for field trips (including transportation and fees), 
speakers, and projects like school gardens and bird feed-
ing stations. Last year alone BAS awarded 50 mini-grants 
to local teachers. We would love to serve your school! 
See a list of recommended sites, projects, and speakers 
on our web page, but don’t miss out on this opportunity 
as the deadline is September 30, 2010.  
 
Fascinating facts and activities on various nature topics 
can excite students as they enhance their reading skills 
by using our Audubon Adventures nature newspaper that 

(Continued on page 10) 
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September Field Trips 

Russell Bailey Memorial Labor Day Field Trip to Lake Purdy 
September 6, 2010 - 8:00 a.m. 

The end of summer is soon upon us and that means that it 
is time once again for our annual Labor Day field trip to 
Lake Purdy. Russell Bailey led this trip for many years as 
an unofficial BAS field trip, and we remember him fondly 
as we continue this fine tradition in his memory. 
 
Please plan to join us at the Coxe Creek Bridge on AL-
119, approximately 2.25 miles east of the US-280 intersec-
tion. Bald Eagles have become a regular sight at Lake 
Purdy so we’ll hopefully find some that day, and with 
shorebird migration well underway a visit to a sod farm will 

be in order too.  Be prepared for this half-
day trip with plenty of fluids and a 
snack or two. The furthest we’ll  
travel will be the  
Harpersville area  
so plan your car’s  
gas consumption 
needs appropriately. 
 
For further details and/or questions, please call our trip 
Greg Harber at 205-251-2133. 

Little River/Weiss Lake Area 
September 18, 2010 - 7:00 a.m. 

The fall of the year is the time for southbound migrants to 
make an appearance here in Alabama. Three widely var-
ied ecosystems will be our focus for searching for these 
visitors. The September field trip will be held on Saturday, 
the 18th. Weiss Lake is an Alabama Power Co. im-
poundment on the Coosa River, which covers over 
30,200 acres and has 447 miles of shoreline. While better 
known as a fishing magnet, one may find a fair share of 
birds-Bald Eagles, waterfowl, long-legged waders, 
among other species. Yellow Creek Falls, a 100-
foot waterfall, plunges off Sand Mountain into 
the lake. Canyon Mouth Day Use Area, a part 
of Little River National Preserve, located at 
the bottom of Little River Canyon, will 
serve as our mid-morning rest stop. Rest-
rooms, picnic tables and a mile long hik-
ing trail along the banks of the river are 
available. There is a $3 fee per car.  
 
Little River is unique among bodies of water, as it 
flows on the top of Lookout Mountain. The canyon it 
created over time is 12 miles long and 600 feet deep. 
Waterfalls, boulders and the sandstone bluffs pro-
vide spectacular scenery viewed from the Rim 
Road. Of prime interest is the 145 species of birds that 
may be found in the area at some time during the year. A 
panoramic view of the canyon may be had from the Little 
River Canyon Center. The Center is a multi-function LEED 
certified building operated by Jacksonville State University 
and the brainchild of Pete Conroy, Canyon Center Direc-
tor. Sited on the rim of the canyon, it will be our final desti-
nation for the day.  

Meet at the McDonald's on Montclair Avenue. We will de-
part at 7 a.m. to caravan northeasterly on I-59N to Gads-
den, then on US-411 to the Leesburg/Centre area. This is 

a drive of approximately 1 1/2 hours. We will take 
a rest break at the McDonald's in Centre. For 

those of you living closer to this area, our 
arrival time will be around 8:30 a.m. After a 

short break, we will proceed to Yellow Creek Falls, 
thence onto Canyon Mouth Day Use Area for bird-
ing along the river and perhaps a midmorning 
snack. Following the Canyon Rim Drive from the 

Day Use Area to AL-35, its terminus close to Little 
River Falls, we will stop several times along the way to 

enjoy the overlooks and take a short hike to the Beaver 
pond. Then on to the Canyon Center, our final destination 
for the day.  
 
Here we will have our picnic and settle in for birding on the 
PATH to Learning Trail, a tour of the Center to be lead by 
Renee Morrison, Coordinator and an afternoon hawk 
watch. The PATH is a 1/2 mile loop with pretty good bush 

birding.  
 
Bring your binoculars, cameras and spotting scopes 

and have a full tank of gas. I suggest carrying a camp 
chair or folding chair, also. As it may well be quite hot still, 
bring extra water and juices along with your picnic. 
 
For further information, call Maureen Shaffer, trip leader, 
at 205-822-8728 (h). 
 

BAS Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 
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46th Annual BAS Fall Bird Count 
Saturday, September 25, 2010 

Saturday, September 25th is the date for our 46th annual 
BAS Fall Bird Count. Jefferson, Shelby and St. Clair coun-
ties are our coverage area; we hope to place as many par-
ties in the field as we can. All BAS members and guests 
are encouraged to join in the count, and all experience 
levels are welcome. If you are you unable to assist us in 
the field, but want to contribute to the survey effort we can 
use your help too! Simply count all the birds at your feed-
ers and water features, keep track of the time spent count-
ing and report your data to us after the count.  Remember 
to only count the most number of each species you see at 
any one time – we don’t want to double count the birds. 
 
If you have participated in a count previously or know the 
name of the party leader for the area where you would like 
to help, contact them to be sure that you are included! If 
you are interested in joining a count party but don't know 
any leaders, please call me at 251-2133 and I will put you 
in touch with a party leader. Be sure to pack a lunch, your 
binoculars and field guides and plenty of water. These 
counts can be quite fun but do know that spending an en-
tire day in the field can be demanding.   
 
At the end of the day we will gather to compile our results, 
swap stories and share our adventures of the day. Real 
rarities will need a good story and appropriate documenta-
tion. Sharon Hudgins will compile the results and Elberta 
Reid will host the compilation at her home at 2616 Moun-
tain Brook Parkway. I ask all party leaders to ensure that 
someone from their party will be present to read their 
party’s list and provide details when necessary. 
 
See accompanying map. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information on other Counts 

75th Birmingham Christmas Bird Count 
Date: Thursday, December 23, 2010 

Host: Maureen Shaffer 
Compiler: David George  

46th Spring Bird Count 
Date: Saturday, April 30, 2011 

Host: TBA 
Compiler: Greg Harber 

 
Make plans now to attend any or all of these counts. Re-
member, all BAS members and friends, whether beginning 
or experienced birders, are encouraged to join us! 
 
   Greg Harber, 
   ~ for the Bird Counts Committee 

2616 Mountain Brook Parkway 

Submitting Articles for Publication 

If you would like to submit an article to Flicker Flashes, or 
the BAS Web page, please follow one of the methods de-
tailed below. Please adhere to the submission deadlines 
listed in the BAS Calendar of Events found elsewhere in 
this issue. We welcome all contributions: trip reports, bird 
sightings, reflections on an interesting encounter with the 
natural world and other items of general interest.   
 
This is your newsletter and we want to hear from you! 
 
The preferred method would be to send the articles as an 
attachment to an e-mail message. Send them to Bianca 
(BJ) Allen at this address: Audubon@McWane.org 
 
You may also "snail mail" your typewritten article, or an 
article stored on a PC compatible disk, to: 
  
  

 Bianca J. Allen 
 Birmingham Audubon Society 
 c/o McWane Science Center 
 200 19th St. No. 
 Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 
 
We also welcome information to be included in updates to 
the BAS web page. Items to be considered need to be 
submitted electronically, if possible. Please attach your 
text or word processing file to an e-mail message ad-
dressed to Jean Folsom at: jkfolsom@gmail.com . 
Attached files can be in the following formats: text or Mi-
crosoft Word. Files that originate on the Macintosh or the 
PC can usually be handled, but if you attach Macintosh 
files to your e-mail, be sure to turn compression "off" and 
to select AppleDouble mode for the attachment. Material 
received in hard copy will also be considered for inclusion 
on the web page if time and schedules permit. 
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cers, the two immediate Past Presidents, 
Directors-At-Large, Chair or Co-Chairs of 
the following committees:  Campouts, 
Conservation, Education, Field Trips, 
Membership, Programs and Speaker’s 
Bureau, and those whose names are desig-
nated by an (*).  Board meetings are held 
at 5:45 p.m. at the Birmingham Zoo Audi-
torium before each membership meeting. 
 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 
 
Directors-at-Large, not less than two nor 
more than five, are elected by the mem-
bership at the Annual Membership Meet-
ing. 
 

Alice Christenson 
Edith Hunt 

Pelham Rowan 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDE�TS 
 
Louise Ayer Tommie ................. 428-9652 
Shirley Farrell ...................(334) 872-6895 

 
HO�ORARY DIRECTORS 

 
Honorary Directors include all Past Presi-
dents and other members who, by reason 
of services rendered over a long period of 
time to the Society, have been elected as 
Honorary Directors to advise and consult 
with the Board on all matters presented 
before it, and have all rights and privileges 
of Directors except the right to vote, and 
except that they shall not be counted in 
determining the presence of a quorum. 

 
Robert E. Burks 
Alice Christenson 
Howard M. Einspahr 
Shirley Farrell 
Paul Franklin 

Gregory J. Harber 
David Larsen 

James V. Peavy, Jr. 
John Randolph 
Elberta G. Reid 
Michael Russell 
John Swan 
Ann Sweeney 
Ann C. Tate 
Robert G. Tate 

Louise Ayer Tommie 
Harriett H. Wright 
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AUDUBO� MOU�TAI� WORKSHOP 
 
Gregory J. Harber, Director ....... 251-2133 
Ken Marion, Academic Director 
Hans Paul, Admin. Co-Chair...... 871-0666 
Jessica Germany, Admin. Co-Chair ...........
................................................... 595-0814 
Bianca J. Allen 
Lee Brewer 
Edith Hunt 
Young �aturalists 
Sheryl Bishop and Beverly Cole, Co-
Chairs 
 

BIRD COU�TS A�D SURVEYS 
 
David George, Compiler ............ 477-5074 
Gregory J. Harber, Compiler...... 251-2133 
Sharon Hudgins, Compiler......... 477-5390 
Ty Keith ..................................... 326-0433 
 

BIRDATHO� 
 

Fred Carney,* Co-Chair ...(256) 245-4485 
Fara Carney,* Co-Chair....(256) 245-4485 

 
 

BIRDI�G TRAILS 
 

Anne G. Miller,* Chair .............. 822-6167 
Gregory J. Harber 
Maureen Shaffer 
Members of the Tuesday Bird Group 
 

 
CAMPOUTS 

 
TBD 

 
CHRISTMAS BA�QUET 

 
Lee Brewer,* Chair.................... 823-3695 
Gussie Arnett 
Mary Brewer 
Jinksie Burnum 
Jessica Germany 
Gregory J. Harber 
Kay Kinnear 
 

CO�SERVATIO� 
 
Kathy Stiles Freelant, Chair ....... 746-5855 
Dick Mills, Co-Chair (Cahaba River  
Society contact) .......................... 967-2454 
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Keeper contact) .......................... 595-4292 
Hans Paul (Concerned Citizens Liaison)
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Elberta G. Reid (Forever Wild Contact)
.................................................... 879-1935 
Maureen Shaffer (Conservation Corner 
Articles) ...................................... 822-8728 
Ann Tate (Air & Quick & Immediate  
Action contact) 
Robert G. Tate ............................ 967-0304 

To locate your state legislators, go to 

www.legislature.state.al.us 
 

CO�STITUTIO� A�D BY-LAWS 
 
Robert G. Tate, Chair................. 967-0304 
 

WALTER COXE RESEARCH FU�D 
 
Michael Russell,* Chair....(716) 829-2790 
Gregory J. Harber, Co-Chair...... 251-2133 
Mac Braid..........................(205) 665-4191 
Scot Duncan 
Ken Marion 
Ellen McLaughlin....................... 595-0806 
Elberta G. Reid........................... 879-1935 
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Jessica Germany Chair ...............595-0814 
Gregory J. Harber 
Pelham Rowan 
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Hans Paul 
Maureen Shaffer 
Ann Sweeney 
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Louise Ayer Tommie 
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Gregory J. Harber, Editor ...........251-2133 
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Donna Shook, Co-Assistant Editor ............
....................................................664-2982 
Shirley Farrell, Kid’s Corner .....................
.......................................... (334) 872-6895 
Maureen Shaffer, Conservation Corner
....................................................822-8728 
Jessica Germany, Field Trips......595-0814 
Gregory J. Harber,  Audubon Teaches 
1ature 
Bird Counts, Count Committee Compiler 
Ann L. Miller, For the Record....879-7708 
Ellen McLaughlin, Programs .....595-0806 
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Becky Smith ...............................871-8932 
Joyce Lanning 
John Swan 
 

LIBRARIA� 
 

Kay Kinnear,* Chair ..................324-0956 
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Ann L. Miller,* Chair.................879-7708 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Louise Ayer Tommie, Co-Chair 428-9652 
Kathy Wallace,* Co-Chair......... 382-3186 
Jessica Germany 
Susan Patton 

 
PROGRAMS 

 
Ellen McLaughlin, Chair ........... 595-0806 

 
PUBLICITY 

 
Katherine Bouma,* Co-Chair .... 871-9009 
Mary Frances Stayton,* Co-Chair .............
................................................... 640-4502 

 
RESOLUTIO�S 

 
Donald Sweeney,* Chair ........... 879-7127 
 

SALES 
 
Jean Folsom,* Chair .................. 823-4019 
 

 
SESSIO�S SA�CTUARY 

 
Ellen McLaughlin, Chair ........... 595-0806 
Alice Christenson 
Kap and Clyde Garmon 
Ethel Owen 
Ann and Bob Tate 
Augusta and John Vos 
 

SPEAKER'S BUREAU 
 

Robert G. Tate, Chair ................ 967-0304 
"Wildflowers" 
Harriett H. Wright, Co-Chair..... 967-0955 
"Birds in Your Garden" 
"With an Autumn Accent" 
"Wildflowers" 
"A Walk into Spring" 
Paul H. Franklin ......................... 988-8418 
"Birds" 
"1ature Photography" 
"Birds of Prey" 
Gregory J. Harber....................... 251-2133 
"Birds" 
"Bird Walks" 
Helen H. Kittinger...................... 560-0778 
"Wildflowers" 
"1ature Trails" 
"1ature Photography" 
"Scenic Alabama" 
"Audubon Adventures" 
"Birds" 
Anne G. Miller ........................... 822-6167 
"Urban Wildlife" 
"Urban Rehab" 
"Wildlife Rehabilitation" 
Dick Mills .................................. 967-2454 
Patsy Scott.................................. 995-5502 
"Help Bring Back the Bluebirds" 
(Interested in helping to monitor nest 
boxes in the John Findlay Bluebird Trail? 
Please call Patsy for further information) 

SPRI�G TOUR 
 
Elberta Reid, Chair & Coordinator...........
.................................................... 879-1935 
Kap Garmon,* Co-Chair ............ 871-4875 
Greg Harber, Birding Leader 
Pelham Rowan, Birding Leader 
Dee King, Canteen 
Bianca Allen 
Lee Brewer 
Jean Folsom 
Jessica Germany 
Peggy King 
Peg McGowan 
Ethel Owen 
Ann Sweeney 
Becky Smith 
 

WATERCRESS DARTER �WR, ARK 
 
Dick Mills,* Chair ..................... 967-2454 
Carolyn & Linton Battle 
Dianne & Tom Clark 
David George 
Sharon Hudgins 
Ernie Stokely 
Ann & Bob Tate 
Louise Ayer Tommie 
 

WEBSITE 
 
Jean Folsom,* Chair .................. 823-4019 
Hans Paul 
Donna Shook 
Robert G. Tate 
 

Birmingham Audubon Web Page: 
www.birminghamaudubon.org 

 
Please consider volunteering your time 
and talents. We rely on our members to 
accomplish our chapter’s goals. Refer to 
the web site above for volunteer informa-
tion or you may contact the individual 
committee chairman or Maureen Shaffer 
at 822-8728 for further information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society Office 
Bianca (BJ) Allen,  

Administrative Director 
McWane Science Center 
200 19th Street North 

Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 
Office (205) 714-8227 

Email: Audubon@mcwane.org 

BIRMINGHAM AUDUBON SOCIETY  
2010 - 2011 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES (continued) 
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The Gulf Oil Spill has been on everyone's mind. Now that 
the cap is in place preventing the oil from continuously 
emptying into the ocean, there may be years of clean up 
as oil washes onto the shore and into the marshes. Many 
people are working hard to clean up the oil. Unfortunately, 
as birds dive into the water to catch fish, they go through 
the oil on the surface. When the oil covers the birds’ feath-
ers, they cannot dry out and the bird becomes 
“waterlogged.” To gain a better understanding of the struc-
ture of a feather and how the oil affects it, do the experi-
ment below. 
 
Materials: 
 
1 feather per person 
vegetable oil 
water 
bowl 
magnifying glass 
 
Take the magnifying glass and look at the feather. Notice 
the main shaft of the feather. This is the central part of the 
feather made of keratin, just like your hair or fingernails.  
The end of the feather, that goes into the skin of the bird, 
is called the calumus. The vanes on both sides of the shaft 
consist of parallel barbs that hook together. Barbules 
branch off of the barb and have tiny hooks, like Velcro.  
When a bird preens its feathers, like combing your hair, 
the bird uses its beak and runs it from the bottom of the 
shaft to the tip of the feather. Use your thumb and forefin-
ger to run along the feather the opposite direction as the 
bird, from the tip to the end of the shaft, separating the 
barbs. Using the magnifying glass, can you see the bar-
bules? Now run your fingers from the shaft to the tip, the 
same direction a bird would preen. What has happened to 
the feather? Did the barbules “zip” together? 
Pour some water into the bowl. Dip the feather into the 

water and look at it with the magnifying glass. What do you 
see? Run your fingers along the shaft to separate the 
bars? What does it look like now? After examining the wet 
bars and barbules, run your finger along the feather from 
the end of the shaft to the tip of the feather. Did the bar-
bules hook together again?  
 
Now add 10 drops of vege-
table oil to the water. What 
do you notice about the oil? 
Dip the feather into the oil. 
Look at the feather with the 
magnifying glass. Separate 
the barbs and look at them. 
“Zip” the barbules together 
and examine it. How does 
the feather oil feather com-
pare to the water feather 
and the dry feather.  Will it 
function properly, protecting 
the bird from temperature 
and water? Will it allow the 
bird to fly? 
 
Now let’s clean the feather, 
just like volunteers are 
cleaning the birds along the 
Gulf.  Go to the sink and put 
a little detergent on it but be 
gentle as you clean. You do 
not want to damage or break 
the feather. After cleaning 
the feather, examine it with 
the magnifying glass. How 
does it compare to the other 
three stages, dry, wet, and 
oil? Does the cleaning work? 

We are looking for artists and writers: Send us your pictures, journal pages, stories and poems about birds, nature, wild-
life, etc. If selected, your original work will be published in the Flicker Flashes. 
 
Do you have any suggestions as to what you would like to read about in Kid's Corner? Send your ideas to: 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
Attn: Kids Corner 

P.O. Box 314 
Birmingham, AL 35201 

Oil and Bird Feathers Don’t Mix 
By Shirley Farrell 
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Want to support BAS and our Education mission while 
doing something special for your child or grandchild?  
Why not sponsor your child's classroom by purchasing a 
subscription to Audubon Adventures, our nationally ac-
claimed environmental education classroom program for 
students in grades 3 through 5.  Each child in the class will 
receive his/her own copy of a newspaper, 4 times a year, 
as well as other learning materials that help our students 
form positive attitudes about nature. 
 
This year's topic is Wildlife on the Move, a four-part ex-
ploration of migrating animals. Wildlife on the Move will 
include these 4 editions: 
 

1. Amazing journeys and life cycles of migrating birds 
of the Americas; 

2. Monarch butterfly and dragonfly migration 

3. Whales and sea turtles and their migratory seasons; 

4. Action for Planet Earth focusing on ways that 
young people can make valuable contributions to 
conservation in their community. 

 
BONUS: Wildlife on the Move will contain four study units 
PLUS Pennies for the Planet. In addition to four 
Audubon Adventures issues in every Class-
room Kit, everyone will receive Pennies for 
the Planet, an educational fundraising pro-
ject from TogetherGreen that focuses on pro-
tecting habitats for migrating animals.  
 
Audubon Adventures Classrooms receive all of this: 
 

• Audubon Adventures’ Wildlife on the Move Classroom 
Resource Kit, featuring four sets of student news-
magazines and a 48-page teacher’s manual with 
background information and hands-on activities for 
inside and outside the classroom. 

• Backyard Birds of Eastern and Western North America 
• Audubon Guide to a Healthy Schoolyard 
• Pennies for the Planet featuring a large classroom 

poster, teacher's guide, and student handouts 
• Nature Journaling for Everyone. This guide for adults 

working with groups of kids provides helpful informa-

tion, advice, and techniques, to help kids create per-
sonal nature journals. 

• Student assessment questions and answers that 
evaluate students' language arts and science skills 

• Detailed charts showing how using Audubon Adven-
tures materials meets national and state learning stan-
dards 

• Invitation to participate in the Great Backyard Bird 
Count in February 2011 

• Gift of Audubon membership in the teacher's name 

 
The cost for sponsoring the entire class is 

just $38.50 plus $7.15 shipping. 
 

An individual kit, suitable for one child, is  
just $19.00 plus $6.00 shipping. 

 
To learn more about the Audubon Adventures 

program, visit the National Audubon Society 
website at www.audubon.org/educate/aa. Also, 
visit our website www.birminghamaudubon.org 
and click on testimonials under the Grants and 
Scholarships tab to see praises and thank-yous 
from Audubon Adventures teachers that we have 
sponsored in the past.    
 

No children or grandchildren? Why not spon-
sor a classroom in the area that is not cur-

rently receiving Audubon Adventures? Indi-
vidual kits are available for home-schooled children.   
 
To sponsor a classroom or child with the Audubon Adven-
tures program, contact Jean Folsom at jkfol-
som@gmail.com or call 823-4019.    
 

Deadline to order is September 30, 2010 
 
Thanks for your sponsorship of Birmingham Audubon's 
education mission! With your help we sponsored 103 
classrooms (approximately 3,300 students) last year and 
were third among all Audubon chapters with number of 
classrooms sponsored.   

Calling all Parents, Grandparents, and BAS Members 

The telephone is a powerful advocacy tool for protecting the places we love.  Once you start contacting your elected 
officials, you’ll discover it’s not difficult at all.  To reach him or her in Montgomery call: Senate (334) 242-7800 and 
House of Representatives (334) 242-7600. If you don’t know who represents your district, contact Jefferson 
County Voter Registration at 325-5550. Or search online at www.legislature.state.al.us or www.votesmart.org 
(hint: you’ll need your 4-digit zip extension. Look at an old piece of mail.) 

Environmental Advocacy - Calling Your Elected Representatives 
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comes out four times throughout the school year. Teach-
ers who sign up for the FREE Audubon Adventures kit 
receive 32 copies of each issue, enough for each student 
in the classroom! This opportunity also has a deadline 
of September 30, 2010, so teachers should sign up 
early on our website. 
 
Teachers and students from throughout Jefferson and 
Shelby counties can learn more about birds by signing up 
for our FREE in-School programs.  Birdie ID 1-2-3 
teaches the specifics on learning to identify birds, Mighty 
Migration teaches students what risks are involved in 
migrating and the adaptations birds have to accomplish 
this feat, and Geography of Birds reviews and identifies 
what the 50 state birds are and how they were “voted-in” 
as the official bird. 
 
And there’s more R Serving all these schools, students, 
and families would not be possible without the dedication 
of our valuable volunteers. Many thanks go out to the VP 
of Education Ann Sweeney and the Education Committee 
for all the work they have done to make this past year 
possible. As we continue to grow we will need more vol-
unteers to help serve the youth of the area schools by 
teaching them to enjoy birds through fun and educational 
activities.  Join us on September 26, 2010, at the 
McWane Science Center, 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. for a 
Volunteer Training Session and be a part of our 
team! There are many opportunities as a volunteer from 
greeting folks at the Nature Scope area, to assisting kids 

with binoculars on school grounds, to team teaching, or 
being a hostess for our meetings. The opportunities are 
endless! For more details check out our website at 
www.birminghamaudubon.org. 
 
Always wanted to build a bird box for your yard, but never 
had the time? Join us in September for a special bird 
house building workshop at the McWane Science Center 
on September 11, 2010. There is a small fee to cover the 
materials, but you will leave with a box ready to hang.  
Registration will be through McWane Science Center 
reservations at (205) 714-8414. Consult the article on the 
front page for more details. 
 
This year we are partnering with the Birmingham Botani-
cal Gardens to offer several programs. Come join us 
there in October for a bird feeder workshop. Details will 
be on our web site soon. 
 
There you have it, a great year behind us and a full year 
ahead of us! I look forward to working with you and serv-
ing you as we continue our journey by educating through 
the wonderful world of birds! Don’t forget to stop by and 
see us at the McWane Science Center’s Nature Scope 
area, and pass along this information to all those wonder-
ful teachers out there about all the opportunities that we 
are proud to offer them.  
 
Happy Birding, 
Helena 

(Continued from page 3) 

Birmingham Audubon Society is offering the following shirts for purchase. The BAS logo, shown below, will be em-
broidered on the left side of the shirt in color. Visit the BAS web site www.birminghamaudubon.org for a link to pic-
tures of the shirts including sizes available and color selection. 
 
The shirts will be for sale at the monthly meetings, or you can place an order by contacting Jean Folsom at jkfol-
som@gmail.com. 
 

Cotton Knit Shirt (short-sleeve Polo style)   Cost w/tax & logo  $25 
 

Long-sleeve Wrinkle-free Shirt (button-down collar style)  Cost w/tax & logo   $25 
 

Long-sleeve Denim Shirt      Cost w/tax & logo  $21 
 
 

Knit shirts are available in the following colors: 
Banana, Black, Blue Surf, Blueberry, Burgundy, Cinnamon,  

Dark Green, Ivory, Light Pink, Navy, Red,  
Seafoam, Stone, and White 

 
Button-down collar shirts are available in the following colors:   

White, Light Pink, Tropical Pink, Hibiscus, Red, Burgundy, Yellow, Gold, Athletic Gold,  
Texas Orange, Light Stone, Stone, Coffee Bean, Light Blue, Maui Blue, Ultramarine Blue,  

Mediterranean Blue, Royal, Navy, Classic Navy, Purple, Eggplant, Court Green,  
Clover Green, Dark Green, Steel Grey, and Black 

 
Denim shirts are available in the following shades: 

Faded Denim or Ink Blue Denim (dark denim) 

BAS Shirts for Sale! 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society/National Audubon Society* 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip code: _________________________________________________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________  Email: ______________________________ 

New Members* $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 

Full-time Students $15.00 
* NAS will contact you directly for membership renewal 

 

Make check payable to: National Audubon Society 
Send application and check to: 

 
 

National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   

clip along dotted line 

����  National Audubon Society 

New Members and Renewals $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 

Full-time Students $15.00 
 

 
Make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society 

Send application and check to: 
 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 

����  Birmingham Audubon Society 

Phone: (205) 714-8227 
Birmingham Audubon Society C0ZA0000Z 

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code  

* There are two ways to become a member of Birmingham Audubon Society: 
 

1. Join National Audubon Society. Birmingham Audubon Society serves as a local chapter of the National 
Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a membership to Birmingham Audubon 
Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the National Audubon magazine. 
Your dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage is returned to the  
Birmingham Audubon Society for local efforts.  

 

— OR —  
 

2. Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only member-
ship provides you access to all chapter activities and benefits. All dues stay in Birmingham to support local 
activities. You will not receive the National Audubon magazine.  

 

Introduction to Birding Class 
September 13 – October 18, 2010, 6 - 8  P.M. (6 Mondays) 

Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
Cost: $150.00 

Alabama is home to a wide variety of birds – over 400 species have been known to occur in the state. Watching 
birds is a fascinating endeavor, full of wonder and surprise. In this course, you’ll learn how to select and use the 
proper field guides and binoculars, as well as how to identify birds through the use of field marks, behavior, song, 
and habitat.  We’ll review the bird families at length and learn the characteristics of each species. Expect weekend 
field trips to local hotspots.   
 

Instructor: Greg Harber 
 

To register, call the Birmingham Botanical Gardens at 205-414-3958 or visit www.bbgardens.org 



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on recycled paper 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
 
Business Office: 
200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 714-8227 
Email: Audubon@McWane.org 
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 
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Co-Ass’t Editor: Bianca J. Allen (205) 854-5233 
Co-Ass’t Editor: Donna Shook (205) 664-2982 
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September 2010 October 2010 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due,  
October issue 

6 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Russ Bailey Memorial trip to Lake Purdy 

16 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
(BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Larry Davenport, “Climate Change in AL; 
Gosse Nature Guides” 

18 BAS Field Trip, Little River/Weiss Lake Area  

25 46th Annual BAS Fall Bird Count 

  

1 Flicker Flashes articles due,  
November/December issue 

2 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Oak Mountain for butterfly & Hawk watching 

8-10 Alabama Ornithological Society meeting,  
Dauphin Island, AL 

16 BAS Field Trip, Skyway Motorway & Kymulga Grist 
Mill 

21 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
(BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Dick Mills, Malia Fincherand Jim Brown, “Bhutan” 

TBD Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 



 

December 2010 

1 
 

7 
 

11 
18 

 
23 

 
26 

Flicker Flashes articles due, 
January 2011 issue 
Christmas Banquet - Vestavia 
Country Club 
Sessions Sanctuary Workday 
Christmas Bird Count -  
Wheeler NWR  
Christmas Bird Count - 
Birmingham (75th) 
Christmas Bird Count -  
Guntersville  

January 2011 

2 
 

2 
 

8 
 

20 
 
 
 

22 
28-30 

 
TBD 

Christmas Bird Count -  
Gulf Shores 
Flicker Flashes articles due,  
February issue 
BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Red Mountain Park 
Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
TBD 
BAS Field Trip, Shoals Area 
Alabama Ornithological Society 
meeting, Guntersville State Park 
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

February 2011 

1 
 

5 
17 

 
 
 

19 
 
 

TBD 
 
 

Flicker Flashes articles due, 
March issue 
BAS Field Trip, Coleman Lake 
Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
TBD 
BAS 1/2 day Field Trip, Tom Im-
hof Zoo birdwalk & Great Back-
yard Bird Count  
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

March 2011 

1 
 

5 
 

17 
 
 
 

19 
 

TBD 

Flicker Flashes articles due,  
April issue 
BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Brookside & Five Mile Creek 
Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
TBD 
BAS Field Trip, Eoline, Oakmul-
gee & Heiberger 
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

 

April 2011 

1 
 

2 
 

15-17 
 

23 
 

23 
 

28 
 
 
 

30 
TBD 

Flicker Flashes articles due,  
May/June issue 
BAS Field Trip, Perry Lakes & 
surrounding area 
Alabama Ornithological Society 
meeting, Dauphin Island, AL 
BAS Field Trip, Bankhead & 
Clear Creek Campground 
Earth Day at McWane Science 
Center 
Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Members’ Slide Show 
46th Annual Spring Bird Count 
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

 

May 2011 

7 
 

12-15 
TBD 

BAS Field Trip, Prairie Grove, 
Lawrence County 
Audubon Mountain Workshop 
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

 

June 2011 

18 BAS Field Trip, Paint Rock River 
& Skyline WMA, Jackson County 

 

July 2011 

23 
30 

BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding 
BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding 

August 2011 

1 
 
 

Flicker Flashes articles due,  
September issue 
 

September 2010 

1 
 

6 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

25 

Flicker Flashes articles due,  
October issue 
BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Russ Bailey Memorial trip to Lake 
Purdy 
Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Larry Davenport, “Climate 
Change in AL; Gosse Nature 
Guides” 
BAS Field Trip, Little River/Weiss 
Lake Area  
46th Annual BAS Fall Bird Count 

October 2010 

1 
 

2 
 
 

8-10 
 

16 
 

21 
 
 
 
 

TBD 

Flicker Flashes articles due,  
November/December issue 
BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Oak Mountain for butterfly & 
Hawk watching 
Alabama Ornithological Society 
meeting, Dauphin Island, AL 
BAS Field Trip, Skyway Motor-
way & Kymulga Grist Mill 
Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Dick Mills, Malia Fincherand Jim 
Brown, “Bhutan” 
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

November 2010 

13 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
 

TBD 

BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Ruffner Mtn. Nature Center 
Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Paulette Ogard & Sara Bright, 
“Butterflies; Gosse Nature 
Guides” 
BAS Field Trip,  
Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
Calendar of Events 

2010 - 2011 

For more information call the Birmingham Audubon Society at 714-8227 or visit www.birminghamaudubon.org 



Mailing Address: 
 
Birmingham Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
 
 
 
 

Business Office: 
 
McWane Science Center 
200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
 
 
 
 

Phone Numbers:  
 
(205) 714-8227 - Administrative Director 
(205) 714-8228 - Education Director 
(205) 879-7709 - Hot Line  
 
Email: Audubon@McWane.org 
 
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 

Keep this insert for handy reference. 

Allen, Bianca J. .....................854-5223 
 
Bouma, Katherine .................871-9009 
Braid, Mac................... (205) 665-4191 
Brewer, Lee...........................823-3695 
 
Carney, Fred ............... (256) 245-4485 
Carney, Fara ............... (256) 245-4485 
Christenson, Alice .................595-0306 
 
Farrell, Shirley............. (334) 872-6895 
Faucett, Anita........................836-3727 
Folsom , Jean .......................823-4019 
Franklin, Paul H. ...................988-8418 
Freeland, Kathy Stiles...........746-5855 
 
Garmon, Kap.........................871-4875 
George, David.......................477-5074 
Germany, Jessica .................595-0814 

Harber, Gregory J. ................251-2133 
Hudgins, Sharon...................477-5390 
 
Keith, Ty................................326-0433 
Kinnear, Kay .........................324-0956 
Kittinger, Helen H. ................560-0778 
 
Marion, Ken ..........................871-0666 
McLaughlin, Ellen .................595-0806 
McWilliams, Gina..................595-4292 
Mejia, Elisa ...........................595-4292 
Miller, Ann L..........................879-7708 
Miller, Anne G. ......................822-6167 
Mills, Dick..............................967-2454 
 
Oswald, Lori..........................871-0666 
 
Patton, Susan .......................428-3779 
Paul, Hans ............................871-0666 

Reid, Elberta G..................... 879-1935 
Russell, Michael ..........(716) 829-2790 
 
Scott, Patsy .......................... 995-5502 
Shaffer, Maureen.................. 822-8728 
Shook, Donna....................... 664-2982 
Smith, Becky ........................ 871-8932 
Stayton, Mary Frances ......... 640-4502 
Stiles, Kathy ......................... 746-5855 
Sweeney, Ann ...................... 879-7127 
Sweeney, Donald ................. 879-7127 
 
Tate, Robert G...................... 967-0304 
Tommie, Louise Ayer ........... 428-9652 
 
Wallace, Kathy ..................... 382-3186 
Wright, Harriett H.................. 967-0955 
 

BIRMINGHAM AUDUBON SOCIETY  

1. Promote the welfare of birds and their environment. 
2. Avoid stressing birds, especially during the nesting season, by exercising restraint and caution while observing, 

photographing and/or using audio devices to attract birds. 
3. Limit your presence and the use of photographic equipment and audio devices in heavily birded areas and/or near 

birds that are listed as Special Concern, Threatened or Endangered. 
4. Keep habitat disturbance to a minimum. 
5. Respect the law and the rights of others and practice courteous behavior to all. 
6. Ensure that feeders, nest structures and other artificial bird environments are safe and kept clean.  
7. While birding in a group, respect the rights, interests and skills of the other birders. 
8. As a group leader, be an exemplary role model of birding ethics.   
9. Inform the group of any special circumstances applicable to the area being visited, e.g. no audio devices to be 

used or no flash photography. 
10. Ensure that group members know and practice this Code. 
 

PLEASE ABIDE BY THIS CODE AND TEACH IT TO OTHERS. 

Code of Birding Ethics, condensed from the American Birding Association code 

BAS Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 

Officers and Committee Members 


