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Doug Tallamy, author of “Bringing Nature Home” and 
chair of the Department of Entomology and Wildlife 
Ecology at the University of Delaware, will serve as the 
speaker at the 2012 Birmingham Audubon Holiday Ban-
quet at The Club on Monday December, 3 2012. 
 
Tallamy champions the role of native 
plants in sustaining a balance in the eco-
system and providing food sources for 
both bird and insect species.  Native 
plants, he illustrates, compete with non-
native or alien plants in urban areas 
and yards, often losing out to the more 
aggressive alien species. Insects and birds 
have evolved with native plants as their 
food source, so they don’t recognize or use 
imported ornamentals as food sources. 
 
“It is now within the power of individual garden-
ers to do something that we all dream of doing: 
to make a difference.  In this case, the 
“difference” will be to the future of biodiversity, 
to the native plants and animals of North America and 
the ecosystems that sustain them,” Tallamy writess in 
his first chapter. 
 
Throughout “Bringing Nature Home,” Tallamy compares 
the success of natives in supporting more life, often us-

ing illustrations from his own yard in Pennsylvania. As 
an example, he compares the diversity and biomass of 
insects on black oak, black cherry, black walnut and fox 
grape. When he looked at natives and alien plants in 
terms of producing species for insectivorous birds, he 
found native plants supported “a whopping 35 times 

more caterpillar biomass than aliens.” 
 
Tallamy’s presentation is engaging 

while providing a depth of information to 
enable the beginner and expert to “garden 
as if their life depends on it.” The author 

completed his doctoral degree at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, graduate degree at Rut-

gers and undergraduate degree at Alle-
gheny College. 

 
Birmingham Audubon members are encour-

aged to submit their reservations early to ensure 
they have a seat. Tallamy is a well-recognized 
and popular speaker. Those who have at-
tended in the Hummingbird Migration Festival 

in Holly Springs, MS during the past several years have 
most likely participated in Tallamy’s workshop or ac-
companied him on his habitat walks. A reservation form 
for the Holiday meeting is included in this issue of 
Flicker Flashes. 

Birmingham Audubon Calendar of Events Corrections 
 

The November field trip to Montevallo Lake and Orr Park will take place on November 3, 2012. 
The November general meeting will be held on November 15, 2012. 

The Christmas Bird Count-Gulf Shores will be conducted on January 5, 2013. 
The February field trip to Prattville and Cooters Pond will occur on February 2, 2013. 

 
We apologize for any inconvenience that this may have caused. 
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Audubon Teaches Nature 
Alabama Salamanders: Our Hidden Treasures 

Sunday, November 18th, 2:00 p.m. ~ Kristin Bakkegard Guest Speaker 
Oak Mountain Interpretive Center 

Hidden among the nooks and crannies of the outdoors 
is a treasure trove of interesting creatures, and sala-
manders are among our favorites.  When walking 
through the woods or along a creek one can’t help but 
turn over a rock or log in search of these secretive am-
phibians.  Come learn which species we have here in 
Alabama and how to identify them.  This program will 
feature a selection of live specimens so bring your kids 
and your camera! 
 
Come early and enjoy some refreshments and conver-
sation in the Observation Room at the Alabama Wildlife 
Center, then, when it is time for the program, we will 
proceed to the adjacent Oak Mountain Interpretive Cen-
ter auditorium for the presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next program: 
 
An Introduction to Birds of Prey 
Sunday, January 20th, 1:00 & 3:00 p.m. ~ Nature’s Echo 

November Monthly Meeting 

“Memories of a Naturalist” 
Presented by: Dr. W. Mike Howell, Professor emeritus, 

 Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences, Samford University 
Thursday, November 15, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 

Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 

The speaker at our November general meeting will be 
Dr. Mike Howell, Professor emeritus at Samford Univer-
sity. In his program titled “Memories of a Natu-
ralist,” Dr. Howell will share some of his spe-
cial firsthand and unique experiences with 
plants and animals in the field from the past 60 
years.  
 
Dr. Howell received his B.S., M.S., and PhD 
degrees in Biology from the University of Ala-
bama. His first teaching position was at 
Samford University from 1966 until 1972. 
Then, he was selected as Assistant Professor 
of Ecology and Systematics and Curator of Fishes 
at Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. After a couple of 
harsh winters, he returned to Samford University 
where he spent the next 30 plus years studying 
the natural biota of the southeast.  
 
While a graduate student, at age 24, he discovered and 
named the now federally-endangered watercress darter 

from springs in the Birmingham area. He was the first 
native Alabama scientist to describe a new species of 

fish. He later described other new species of fishes 
from Alabama. He and his graduate students pub-
lished studies on fishes of the Black Warrior River 

system and the Bankhead National Forest. 
 

Dr. Howell has published over 60 peer-
reviewed scientific papers and three books, 

with a fourth one ready to publish. Books 
that he either authored or co-authored in-

clude the first all color photographic field 
guide on spiders entitled, “Spiders of the East-
ern United States: A Photographic Guide,” 
“Butterflies of Alabama” and “Backyard Bio-
diversity.” Currently, he and his co-author are 
seeking a publisher for a new book titled, 
“Memories of Nature.” Dr. Howell received the 

Alabama Wildlife Federation’s Governor’s Award as 
Conservation Educator of the Year for 1995. 
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November Field Trips 

Montevallo Lake and Orr Park 
November 3, 2012 - 7:00 a.m. - Half day field trip 

Join Birmingham Audubon on a half day field trip to Mon-
tevallo Lake and Orr Park. Enjoy the out doors and the 
company of other birders seeking out the last of the 
straggling fall migrants, and watching our year-around 
birds. Montevallo Lake is a small lake with a woodland 
trail.  
 
Leaving the lake, we will travel back to the city of Monte-
vallo and visit one of the most unique parks in the South, 
Orr Park. Artist Tim Tingle has saved many of the an-
cient cedars from being cut down by using them as can-
vass for his carvings. This massive project includes over 
30 sculptors. It began in 1993 when a storm damaged 
many trees in Orr Park. Tingle got permission to convert 
the damaged trees to art. There are walking paths and a 
picnic area, if you would like to bring lunch. 
 
Meeting Plans: Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the McDonald’s 
restaurant, at exit #238 off I-65 in Alabaster. Drive south 
on US-31 from the exit and the McDonalds will be on the 

right hand side. The address is 205 S. Colonial Drive, 
Alabaster, AL 35007 
 
Trip Leader: Susan Barrow cell 205-253-8667 home 
205-942-8667 sabarrow@att.net 

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
November 17, 2012 - 7:00 a.m. 

The last of the fall migrants will have moved south by the 
time you read this newsletter, and a whole host of winter 
visitors will have taken their place in your yards and 
feeders. Kinglets and red-breasted nuthatches have al-
ready arrived, as of early October. Winter is right around 
the corner, and that means it is time  
for the annual Birmingham  
Audubon trip to Wheeler NWR, near 
Decatur in North Alabama. Plan to join 
us on Saturday, November 17 to view thou-
sands of snow and Canada geese, ducks, 
ducks and more ducks, perhaps a few 
sandhill cranes and whatever else de-
cides to surprise us! 
  
Travel Plans: Our gathering place is 
the parking lot behind the Wells 
Fargo Bank at the Fieldstown Road 
Shopping Center in Gardendale, just 
off I-65N at exit #271 (665 Fieldstown 
Road, Gardendale, AL, 35071). Turn 
right on to Fieldstown Road, another 
right onto Odum Road, and an imme-
diate left into the shopping center. We will leave at 7:00 
a.m. and caravan up I-65N toward Decatur to the Price-

ville exit (# 334), a drive of approximately 60 miles, and 
reconvene at the Hardee’s at 8:30 a.m. 
 
After a rest break, we will announce further details. 
Dwight Cooley, refuge manager, will be lead us through 
various sections of the refuge, such as White Springs 
dike, Arrowhead Landing at Limestone Bay, Beaverdam 
Peninsula with its viewing platform, and the Buckeye Unit 
of the Refuge.  One major bonus is that we will be able 
to travel to areas of the refuge that are behind gates that 

are normally locked and inaccessible to cars. 
 
This will be an all-day trip, so bring a 
picnic lunch, drinks and snacks. Re-
member, weather this time of year 
can be changeable, so dressing in 
layers is advised. Have a full tank of 
gas. Bring your binoculars and spot-
ting scopes. For those who wish, sup-
per may be shared at a local restau-
rant at day’s end. 
 
Trip Leader: For questions and de-

tails, please call our field trip leader: Greg Harber,  
251-2133. 

BAS Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 
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This year’s Birmingham Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
will be our 77th,and all members and friends are invited 
to participate in this historic count to be held Saturday, 
December 22, 2012. The Birmingham Audubon CBC 
was begun in 1946 and thanks to the continued support 
of our dedicated members and friends this wonderful 
Christmas tradition continues to this day. Consider mak-
ing the Christmas Bird Count a part of your holiday tradi-
tion and join the fun on count day. 
 
Accompanying this article you will find a copy of the map 
detailing the count circle and the various territories within 
the circle. I invite all of our members to consider partici-
pating in the count by choosing an area (you do not have 
to live within the territory or the count circle) and contact-
ing the corresponding party leader to make arrange-
ments to join the group. If you are not able or do not 
wish to participate, but have some unusual winter birds 
visiting your feeders that we should record for the count, 
please call us in advance. We especially would love to 
hear from you if you have some owls in your neighbor-
hood or wintering hummingbirds! 
 
Get your holidays off to a merry start by joining in this 
historic count. David George will handle compiling duties 
and Jim and Dee King will host our compilation at their 
home, located at 3842 South Cove Road, Mountain 
Brook, 35213. Call Dee if you need directions: 205-871-
8840. The compilation will begin at 5:00 p.m. and light 
refreshments will be provided. 
  
Greg Harber 
~ for the Bird Counts Committee   

77th Annual Birmingham Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 
Saturday, December 22, 2012 

Area Leader Phone 

1 
2 
3 
4/7 
5/6 
8/9 
10 
11 
12 

John Imhof 
Greg Harber 
Matt Hunter 
Frank Ferrell 
Pelham Rowan  
Ty Keith    
Maureen Shaffer 
TBA 
David George 

995-0688 
251-2133 
592-4125 

334-872-6895 
970-0844 
602-8037 
822-8728 
TBA 
477-5074 

A Red-Letter (or Red-Tailed?) Day for a Birder 
By: Carolyn Roberson 

July 19, 2012. It was going to be a special day for me. 
Since I know where the yellow-crowned night-herons 
(YCNH) hang out around my neighborhood, I was going 
to participate in a "Return To The Wild" of a juvenile 
YCNH that had been taken to the Wildlife Center at Oak 
Mountain as a nestling and who was now ready, really 
ready, to be released. 
 
As I was waiting for Greg Harber to get to my home with 
the juvenile bird, I noticed through almost-closed blinds a 
large shadow and a fluttering under my carport. Since 
my bird feeder is right on the other side of the carport, I 
thought that perhaps one of the ever-present mourning 
doves had flown under the carport. I quietly and slowly 
slid one blind slat open so I could peer out. I'm sure my 

jaw dropped as I looked out and saw a hawk sitting on 
the roof of my Jeep. He was big and beautiful! He must 
have seen me open the blind slat because, as I looked 
at him, he cocked his head and seemed to stare right at 
me.(Or stare at the window where the slat had moved) 
There we were, looking at each other, with no more than 
12 feet between us. I spoke to him quietly under my 
breath: "Yeah, you know I'm here, don't you?' 
 
Now, my carport is closed-in on two sides by my house, 
hence the window opening onto the carport. And it's not 
very high. It is by no means open-air or canopy-like. Why 
would a hawk fly under the carport and sit on the roof of 
a car? What had he seen? Sometimes a wren will fly up 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Audubon Mountain Workshop Focus of Fund Drive 

In the 35-year history of Audubon Mountain Workshop, 
campers have eagerly selected classes and packed their 
gear. Children who once attended with their parents now 
serve as workshop faculty. 
 
Excellent, field-based classes led by natural history pro-
fessors and specialists first attracted participants. It is no 
surprise that surveys show tradition is also an important 
part of why people return to Audubon Mountain Work-
shop each year. The best spokespersons for the Work-
shop are alumni who describe the beauty of Camp Al-
pine, succulents on glade hikes and canoeing on Little 
River. 
 
Birmingham Audubon will begin an annual fund drive this 
month to benefit Audubon Mountain Workshop. This year 
the annual fund drive replaces Birmingham Audubon 

Bird-a-thon as members and friends are asked to make 
gifts that will fund scholarships for teachers and partici-
pants, support faculty expenses, and help defray Work-
shop expenditures in 2013. 
 
Letters will be mailed soon and will include a return en-
velope. Please consider a gift to the Birmingham Audu-
bon Annual Fund to benefit the 2013 Audubon Mountain 
Workshop.  Please return your gift to the Annual Fund by 
December 15, 2012. Your donation to Birmingham Audu-
bon, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization, is tax-deductible.   
 
Contact me if you have questions concerning this or 
other giving opportunities to fund Birmingham Audubon 
programs at:  205-714-8227; suzannelang-
ley@birminghamaudubon.org; or Birmingham Audubon 
Society, 200 19th Street North, Birmingham, AL 35203. 

under the carport to nest in the eaves, but I've never 
seen any other bird under there. The bird feeder is in the 
yard about 3 feet from the carport, so his car-perch was 
by no means a good place to "spy on" the feeder. I don't 
know what brought him 
there, but I felt sort of privileged to get 
such a close-up look at a wild hawk. After 
what seemed longer, but must have been 
about 15 seconds or so, he flew off. I 
guess he must have been a red-tailed 
hawk, but as he flew away I couldn't 
see the underside of his tail. I saw 
his back and the top-side of his 
tail, which seemed quite broad 
as he ducked under the car-
port and flew off. What an 
exciting and unusual sight-
ing!  
 
Greg arrived at my home, and we 
set out to the chosen site for the release of juvenile yel-
low-crowned night-heron. The box containing the bird 
down was put in the grass near the creek bank, and 
Greg readied his camera to get some good shots of the 
release. We turned the box on its side facing the creek 
so the bird could walk out and hopefully fly  
 
 

 
 
right to the creek. It was opened; he came out, turned  
and flew off in the opposite direction. Watching him climb 
into the air, I said aloud: "No, you're going the wrong 
way." As if he would hear or heed! We watched as he 

flew up, and then slowly made a 
left turn and flew back toward 
us and the creek. He seemed 
to be laboring as he began 
his flight, but as he came 

back toward us and over our 
heads he was soaring beau-
tifully. He flew across the 
creek and landed in a tree 
on the other side. Perfect! 

He was now at home in the 
wild where he could join the 

colony of herons who fish in 
the creek.  

 
It was really a special day. Getting to help in the 

release of a rehab bird and to see his first real flight (the 
flight cage at the Wildlife Center being small compared 
to the unfenced sky) is an once-in-a-lifetime chance for a 
birder. He was home! He was free! He was probably as 
happy as I was! All in all, this was a red-letter day for a 
birder.  

(Continued from page 4) A Red-Letter (or Red-Tailed?) Day for a Birder 
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Who, Who, Who is that Bird? 
By Shirley Farrell 

We are looking for artists and writers: Send us your pictures, journal pages, stories and poems 
about birds, nature, wildlife, etc. If selected, your original work will be published in the Flicker 
Flashes. 
 
Do you have any suggestions as to what you would like to read about in Kid's Corner?  
Send your ideas to: 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
Attn: Kids Corner 

200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

In the January 2010 issue of Flicker Flashes we high-
lighted the four breeding owls in Alabama.  For general 
information about these owls, please download the ar-
chived issue at http://www.birminghamaudubon.org/
images/FF_Archives/10_ff_archive/january 2010.pdf 
 
In this issue we will focus on the owl that breeds first, or 
earliest, in Alabama:  the great horned owl, Bubo virgin-
ianus. This “tiger” of the woods can be easily rec-
ognized by the feather tufts that look like ears. 
However, these birds do not hear from these tufted 
feathers but from feather covered holes behind each eye 
on the sides of their head. These holes are in 
slightly different positions. The feather place-
ment on the face create round discs 
which directs sound to the ears, 
helping the owl know the exact 
location of the sound and prey. This 
is very helpful at night when they are 
hunting and may not always see the 
mouse under the leaves. 
 
Why are these owls called a “tiger?” 
Because whatever this bird wants; 
this bird gets! The great horned owl is 
one of the top predators in the 
forest with no predator hunting 
it. These owls have thick legs 
with strong talons and toes, while 
the outside or back talon can move 
like our thumbs providing options for 
this bird to grasp and hold prey. This 
bird can have three toes in front and one in 
back, or two toes in front and two in back. The pressure 
of its grip is up to 500 lbs per square inch! Your dad only 

has a hand grip pressure of 100 pounds per square inch! 
With sharp talons to slice into the animal and the great 
pressure to grab and squeeze, its prey dies before it 
knows it has been caught! This bird eats raccoons, rab-
bits, rats, mice, squirrels, other birds, and sometimes 
catch cats or small dogs who are out at night. The favor-
ite food of this owl is the skunk! Since the owl has no 

sense of smell, the stinky spray of 
the skunk doesn’t bother him. 

 
Great horned owls start nesting in 
December and January in Alabama. 
When courting each other, the male 
and female birds will hoot loudly to 
each other. When they come face 
to face, the male will bow his head 
and point it’s tail to the sky. He will 
ruffle his feathers to look large and 
hoot loudly. Both birds will then snap 

their bills and, then rub their bills to-
gether. The female will look for a nest 
location in caves, hollow trees, or stumps, 

but will readily use abandoned nests of 
other large birds, such as hawks, herons, and 
crows. Great horned owls may reuse a nest 
site for many years, as long as there is plenty 
of food. These birds mate for life. The female 
will lay up to four eggs which can take up to 

one month to incubate. Both male and 
female owls will take turns finding 

food and feeding the babies. 
When the fledglings are around 

six weeks old, they will start ex-
ploring their nest site, moving out on different branches. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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On October 1, 2012 as I wrote this article, I looked back 
in amazement over the changes that the past three years 
had brought to the Education Department of Birmingham 
Audubon. When I first started out with this organization, it 
was as a part-time Education Director. The stated goal 
was to place bird-related programs into local classrooms 
and to inspire children all over the Jefferson County area 
to love and appreciate birds. Three pilot programs were 
initially created. Slowly, but steadily the number of these 
programs being presenting increased. The best PR 
came via word of mouth as one teacher told another 
about the FREE programs being offered to them. I pre-
sented programs about twice a week in schools and 
twice a week on the Nature Scope stage at the McWane 
Science Center. 
 
Later after the Education Committee made my position a 
full-time one, additional changes came. Birmingham 
Audubon joined into a partnership with the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens to conduct Bird Walks in conjunction 
with their Discovery field trips. Hundreds of children were 
being reached through this activity. School programs 
also began to fill the calendar, and many Birmingham 
Audubon volunteers stepped up to help cover all of these 
programs. The McWane Science Center partnership 
strengthened, and two special reserved class-room pro-
grams, “All about Birds” and “Alabama Birds”, were 
added to the continuing stage programs at the center. 
 
In my third full year, the Education department continues 
to grow. The calendar for October and November is full, 
and the spring calendar is filling up. The walks at the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens continue. Birmingham 
Audubon’s wonderful volunteers are stepping up to cover 
these while I am conducting programs at local schools. 
Through these programs the children are learning about 
their neighborhood birds and walking outside their school 
with binoculars to see who actually lives there. 
The Education Department has also participated in sev-
eral public programs such as the Pratt City Green Day 
event, the Flutter and Flight Fest at Ruffner Mountain 

Nature Center and several Bird Trail Ceremonies. Again, 
these events would not have been covered had it not 
been for the volunteers who helped share their joy of 
birds and birding.  
 
By the time you read this, the first adult birding class in 
partnership with Community Education South will have 
been completed. Fourteen adults from the Avondale area 
began their journey to becoming better birders by partici-
pating in an evening class and two field trips to local bird-
ing hot spots. The joy in their eyes and the excitement in 
their voice was infectious. It made me realize how much I 
love this job and sharing my knowledge of birds with eve-
ryone, especially new birders! Classes will continue at 
Community Education South this spring.  
 
The Education Department’s goals don’t stop here. The 
goal is to continue to reach out to local youth, but not just 
within the school setting. On November 10, Birmingham 
Audubon will be working with approximately 1000 Girl 
Scouts at the Talladega Superspeedway. There will be 
several programs focusing on birds and their habitats 
offered to two different age groups. 
 
Also this fall, there is the opportunity to work with over 
200 Cub Scouts. The scouts will be exposed to informa-
tion about bird adaptations, behaviors and habitats 
through several activities and outings. It is hoped that 
these young boys will gain an appreciation for the birds 
that live around them. 
 
What lies around the corner for the coming year is un-
known, but efforts will continue to spread the passion 
about birds to as many people as possible. If you would 
like to join this movement, I encourage you to sign up for 
one of the classes and or be open to the possibility of 
volunteering so that you can share your passion of birds 
too.  
 
As always ---Happy Birding! 
Helena 

The Evolution of the Education Department 
By Helena Uber-Wamble 

The Birmingham Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following gift: 
 

A gift was made in remembrance of Dr. Stanley V. Susina by Elberta Reid  



 

Page 8 

8 September through 28 Septemer, 2012 

Greg Harber has been monitoring a chimney swift site for several years. The location is at an abandoned automobile 
dealership on Birmingham Southside 24th St. and 7th Avenue. 
 
This year he arranged a “Dinner and Show” swift night out. On 8 September about fifteen Birmingham Audubon mem-
bers joined him for dinner at the Fish Market Restaurant and to watch the swifts going to roost in the chimney of the 
above location.  
 
The climax of the evening was watching the hundreds of swifts going to roost. Greg estimates that about 500 is the 
highest number he has counted in his surveys.  
  
Tune in next year. 
 
Scot Duncan’s project recently has been several “Big Hours.” The area he has birded includes East Birmingham, Roe-
buck Springs, and Ruffner Mountain. As he said it takes some planning a strategy, because every minute counts, liter-
ally. Routes covered were local wetlands, woodlands, and forest edges. He birded this same route 15 September (41 
sp.) and 22 September (50 sp.) 
 
“68% of the species I detected were only encountered at one of the locations-this indicates good birding diversity 
among destinations. After each Big Hour I spent some time unwinding and enjoying the migrants and birders that often 
seem abundant in RMNP’S nature center.” 
 
Thanks Scot for sharing this experience. 

Other sightings were: 

9/4 Common nighthawk, (50-100); Birmingham Southside/Homewood (GH). 

9/9 Most of the regulars, also seven warblers- northern parula, prairie, American  redstart, Canada, and 
hooded; eBird report, Botanical Gardens (GH). 

9/12 Bald eagle; East Lake (PD) 

9/15 Philidelphia vireo; eastern wood- pewee; Several warblers including Tennessee, magnolia, and  
Wilson’s; Summer and scarlet tanager; and indigo bunting; Ruffner Mountain (GJ,DJ). 
 
Yellow–throated vireo; blue-winged and golden-winged warbler; While photographing at Ruffner Moun-
tain an ovenbird seemed to be escorting me to the birds (GH). 

9/22 Baltimore oriole; At a hummingbird feeder, Homewood (KA). 

9/28 Philadelphia vireo (5!); Botanical Gardens, maybe this is a record (KA). 

9/23 Red-breasted nuthatch; Clay. The Sargents also report that this is the best year ever for hummingbirds in 
their yard (BS,MS). 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for the January FF at least five days before the December 1
st
 deadline to: 

Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 
annmiller520@aol.com 

Ken Archambault 
Patrick Daniel 
Greg Harber 
Greg and Debi Jackson 

Scot Duncan 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
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Alabama Birding Trails Offer An  
Exciting New Way to ‘Discover Alabama’ 

Would you like to see an island heron rookery featuring 
great egrets, great blue herons, and black-crowned night
-herons? Do you want to watch migrating hawks soaring 
along the ridgeline of Alabama’s highest mountain? Or 
would you like to visit an active nesting colony of endan-
gered red-cockaded woodpeckers? How about experi-
encing a flock of 5,000 sandhill cranes? Witness huge 
rafts of diving ducks fishing on the Tennessee River? Or 
spotting hundreds of endangered wood storks loafing 
along the edges of a catfish pond in the Black Belt? Ala-
bama’s most active birders have been enjoying these 
spectacular natural phenomena for many years, but now 
everyone with an itch to see birds has a new opportunity 
to explore the rich birdlife of Alabama. Since 2009, Bir-
mingham Audubon has been cooperating in a project 
initiated by the Alabama Tourism Department to develop 
a system of birding trails to include most of the state’s 67 
counties. 
 
Each birding trail site offers a unique glimpse of Ala-
bama’s varied physiographic regions and features spe-
cial birding opportunities including seasonal migratory 
populations and year-round residents. Some sites offer 
walking trails, while others provide observation decks 
with handicap access. All of the sites have also been 
selected for their scenic values, making this an ideal way 
to explore Alabama’s outstanding natural features. De-
tails about each birding trail site are available, along with 
photographs and maps on a user-friendly website 
(www.alabamabirdingtrails.com), designed and hosted 
by the Alabama Birding Trails Project Coordinators at the 
University of Alabama’s Center for Economic Develop-
ment, Nisa Miranda and Joe Watts.   
 
Besides participating in site selection for the West Ala-
bama and Wiregrass Regions, Birmingham Audubon has 
played a leading role in developing the Appalachian 
Highlands Birding Trail, which encompasses a 9-county 
region stretching from Cherokee County to Metropolitan 
Birmingham. Birmingham Audubon members explored 
the region by visiting over 50 potential sites before se-
lecting 38 sites for consideration. Besides the obvious 
critical requirement of ‘birdiness’, each site had to meas-
ure up to high standards of scenic beauty, visitor safety, 

and long-term sustainability as a birding trail site. A few 
of the very best sites in the Birmingham area needed 
special improvements to boost their eligibility. Rather 
than leave them out, Birmingham Audubon is sponsoring 
improvements that will make these sites regional mag-
nets for out-of-state visitors, local birders, for families, 
school groups and beginning birders of all ages. Already 
completed is a new observation deck at Limestone Park 
in Alabaster which was constructed in partnership with 
the City of Alabaster under the leadership of Alabaster 
Mayor David Frings. The observation deck offers visitors 
a chance to observe a hitherto hidden wetland fre-
quented by wading birds, ducks, and migratory shore-
birds. 
 
A similar observation deck is planned for Cox’s Creek, 
an extensive shallow-water wetland at Lake Purdy. Long 
a favorite location for Birmingham birders, Cox’s Creek 
was initially disqualified because the only current viewing 
area is the margin of Highway 119, with fast-moving traf-
fic only a few feet away. Birmingham Audubon is at-
tempting to obtain permission from the Birmingham Wa-
ter Works Board to construct a small parking area and 
boardwalk leading to an observation blind overlooking 
the wetland. Plans are also in the works to install infor-
mational signage at East Lake Park, another local birding 
trail site that has long been a favorite with birders. 
 
 The Alabama Birding Trails Project was initiated to pro-
vide a major attraction for nature-loving tourists, while 
also offering exciting birding opportunities for Alabama's 
school groups, families, and seasoned birders. Birding 
trails also offer the hope of creating broader public sup-
port for meaningful action to confront the serious prob-
lems that threaten our native birds. 
 
For more information about Birmingham Audubon partici-
pation in the Alabama Birding Trails project, visit our 
website, www.birminghamaudubon.org. For detailed in-
formation about all of the state’s birding trail sites, go to 
www.alabamabirdingtrails.com.  
 
Anne G. Miller, Chair 
BAS Birding Trails Committee 
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Birmingham Audubon Society 
cordially invites you to attend its 

66th Annual Christmas Dinner 
Monday, the Third of December, 

Two Thousand and Twelve 
at Six-o’clock in the Evening 

 

Reception, Cash Bar -  6:00 p.m. 
Dinner - 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Staterooms, The ClubThe Staterooms, The ClubThe Staterooms, The ClubThe Staterooms, The Club    
1 Robert S. Smith Drive, Birmingham, AL 352091 Robert S. Smith Drive, Birmingham, AL 352091 Robert S. Smith Drive, Birmingham, AL 352091 Robert S. Smith Drive, Birmingham, AL 35209 

Dinner is $42.00 per person; Reservations received after Friday noon, November 30, are $47.00 per person 
Menu, please indicate your choice(s) below: 

Entrée A ~ Red Wine Braised Boneless Short Ribs, truffle mashed potatoes and winter vegetables 
Entrée B ~ Eggplant Roulade with 3 cheeses and asparagus on a bed of spinach and whipped cauliflower 

Send check and form to:  
Cissy Bennett 

1512 Edinburgh Way 
Birmingham, AL 35243  
Phone: (205) 969-0249 

Bringing Nature HomeBringing Nature HomeBringing Nature HomeBringing Nature Home    
Presented by: Douglas W. Tallamy 

Make check payable to:  Birmingham Audubon Society 
 

Enclosed is a check for $_______________ 

Name:  Phone:  

Street Address: City: State: Zip: 

Entrée Choice 

A (Meat) B (Vegetarian) 

   

   

   

   

Please make reservations for the following person(s): Name  



 

Page 11 

~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society* 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip code: _________________________________________________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________  Email: ______________________________ 

����  I want to opt-out of receiving a printed copy of Flicker Flashes 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   

clip along dotted line 

New Members and Renewals $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 
Full-time Students $15.00 

 

 
Make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society 

 

Send application and check to: 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
200 19th Street North 

Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

Phone: (205) 714-8227 
Birmingham Audubon Society C2ZA0000Z 

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code  

* There are two ways to become a member of Birmingham Audubon Society: 
 

1. Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only membership provides 
you access to all chapter activities and benefits including the chapter newsletter, Flicker Flashes. All dues stay in Birming-
ham to support local activities. You will not receive the National Audubon magazine.  

 

— AND/OR —  
 

2. Join National Audubon Society directly through the National Audubon website www.audubon.org.  Birmingham Audubon 
Society serves as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a 
membership to Birmingham Audubon Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the Na-
tional Audubon magazine. Your dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage of 
your dues are returned to the Birmingham Audubon Society for local efforts.  

 

Around 10 weeks old, the birds are able to fly well and 
their parents are starting to teach the babies to hunt and 
feed themselves. Great horned owls may live up to 15 
years in the wild. Be careful around the nests of these 
owls  because they are very defensive of their nest site 
and have been known to attack humans who wander too 
close.  
 
Great horned owl Nest Cam 
http://watch.birds.cornell.edu/nestcams/camera/view?
cameraID=C100231 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Name Puzzle: 
How many words can you create from Great Horned 
Owl? 
Rules:   
1. Words must be three letters or more. 
2. You may not use proper names. 
3. You may use letters as many times as they are 

found on the name. For example, the letter “e” is 
found twice, “r” may be used twice, and so on. 

4. Each individual word in the name of this bird may be 
counted? 

 
First word:  Howl  
How many more words can you find? 
 

(Continued from page 6) Who, Who, Who is that Bird? 
 



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on 
recycled paper 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 
Mailing Address: 
Birmingham Audubon Society 
200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 
 
Email: basoffice@birminghamaudubon.org 
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 
 
Executive Director: (205) 714-8227 
Education Director:  (205) 714-8228 

Flicker Flashes is published eight times a year by 
the Birmingham Audubon Society. 
Editor: Ty Keith (205) 602-8037 
Graphic Design: Donna Shook (205) 568-7887 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 3794 
Birmingham, AL 

Copies of Flicker Flashes can be viewed and downloaded from the BAS web site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 

 

December 2012 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, January 2013 issue 

3 Christmas Banquet - The Club 

8 Watercress Darter NWR Workday 

15 Christmas Bird Count - Wheeler NWR  

22 Christmas Bird Count - Birmingham (77th) 

 
 

22 Christmas Bird Count - Guntersville  

November 2012 

3 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Montevallo Lake and Orr Park 

10 Girl Scout festival, Talladega, 9:30 a.m. 

12 BAS family Bird Walk, Birmingham Botanical  
Gardens, 9:00 a.m. 

15 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
(BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Mike Howell, “Memories of a Naturalist” 

17 BAS Field Trip,  Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, 
7:00 a.m. 

18 Audubon Teaches Nature,  Kristin Bakkegard, 
“Alabama Salamanders: Our Hidden Treasures” 
Oak Mountain Interpretive Center, 2:00 p.m. 


