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President’s Message 
By: Maureen Shaffer 

Making a transition is never easy--it requires a different 
perspective, a deliberate shift of the mental gears. As 
President of Birmingham Audubon Society for the last 
two years, I have worked with the Board of Directors to 
continue our transition from an all-volunteer organization 
to one with a professional staff equipped to meet the 
manifold challenges of acting as advocates for Ala-
bama’s birds and bird habitats in the twenty-first century. 
Here are some of the highlights of our work: 
 
As of March of 2010, the BAS office is now located in the 
NatureScope Exhibit at McWane Science Center, which 
is dedicated to Alabama’s rich biological diversity. 
Thanks to our Education Director, Helena Uber-Wamble, 
and our Administrative Director, Bianca (BJ) Allen, we 
have an unparalleled opportunity to educate thousands 
of children, their parents and teachers and other mem-
bers of the public about Alabama’s native birds, their 
habits and habitats.  
 
In its quest for innovative ways to educate and inspire, 
the Board has also embraced the new media in most of 
its forms. Our website has been completely redesigned 
to be more inviting and inspirational; you may also find 
us on FACEBOOK or join our Yahoo discussion group 
BASBirding, which is dedicated to discussion of the ac-
tivities of birders and wild birds in northern and central 
Alabama. Watch for improvements to our communica-
tions with our members to continue in the coming 
months. 
 
An unexpected project came to light two years ago when 
the Alabama Department of Tourism undertook the de-
sign of a network of birding trails throughout the state. 
Recognizing this important opportunity to inspire public 
interest in birds, BAS stepped forward, creating a Board-
level committee that has accepted the responsibility for 
coordinating the development of the Appalachian High-
lands Birding Trail, which will cover a 9-county area from 
Birmingham to the Georgia line. We have also contrib-
uted significantly to the site selection process for other 

trails in the new, state-wide system, where the input of 
experienced birders was needed. 
   
BAS is also very proud to be a sponsor of the Gosse 
Series of field guides focusing entirely on native Ala-
bama flora and fauna, which is currently being published 
by the University of Alabama Press. This important work 
is in the first stages of publication, and will at last give 
Alabamians the opportunity to study our rich natural eco-
systems in a series of field guides named after Philip 
Henry Gosse, an English naturalist of the 19th century 
who was enthralled and amazed by the creatures he ob-
served during his stay in Alabama in 1838. 
  
All these are accomplishments of our Board, which is 
committed to continuing the transition to a wider role for 
BAS in the challenging years ahead. As we add more 
professionals to our staff, they will be led by an Execu-
tive Director. We will need a dedicated person of vision, 
with knowledge of ornithology, as well as a strong back-
ground in non-profit management, to continue our devel-
opment as an effective advocate for our precious and 
imperiled natural heritage.  
  
In closing, permit me to add this personal note--I extend 
my most sincere thanks and heartfelt gratitude to the 
Board and membership for your assistance and generos-
ity. Without question, when I sought help, you tendered 
it. I began this journey in humility and with a touch of 
trepidation. On the way, friendships were enriched and 
new ones made. I learned, enjoyed and as always, was 
impressed with the people who are BAS. 
  
Birmingham Audubon has always been a vigorous and 
progressive group dedicated to birds and birding, conser-
vation and education. Hearkening back to the illustrious 
group of volunteer environmentalists who founded BAS 
and have given us such fine examples of activism, I hope 
this new phase will allow us to meet the urgent chal-
lenges ahead with the same level of dedication and com-
petence. 
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2 March through 31 March, 2011 

The “hot spot” during March was Perry County. Lakeland Farms has not been too productive recently, but on 12 March 
a Western Meadowlark was seen and heard by Stan and Dana Hamilton and Greg Harber. Nearby, at the famous “fish 
hatchery,” on 2 March Harriett Wright and Alice Christenson discovered a Common Moorhen. Not many records of the 
meadowlark in Alabama and the moorhen seems to be on the decline. 
 
A Bald Eagle nest with one fledgling was reported at Lake Purdy 3 March by Ken Wills. It is in the same location as the 
one that was found last May. Thanks to Ken, the Water Works  has been alerted and are pleased that the eagles are 
nesting on their land.  
 
Yellow-rumped Warblers have really “showed off” this winter.  I have heard from near and far about as many as 10 to 
20 (or more) at a time at suet feeders. 

Other sightings were: 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for September FF at least five days before the August 1
st
 deadline to: 

Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 

Lisa Bailey 
Alice Christenson 
Stan and Dana Hamilton 
Greg Harber 
Pelham Rowan 

Bob and Martha Sargent 
Beverly Wayland 
Ken Wills 
Harriett Wright 

3/2 White-Crowned Sparrow (2); Perry County (HW,AC). 

3/12 Lesser Scaup and Ruddy Ducks; Purple Martin, Rough-winged and Barn Swallows; Orange-crowned 
Warbler; Perry County (SH,DH,GH). 

3/16 Virginia Rail; Limestone Park (KW). 

3/19 Louisiana Waterthrush; Clay (BS,MS), and Shelby County (HW). 

3/20 Black-throated Green Warbler; Vestavia (HW).  

3/21 Pileated Woodpecker (strange behavior, probably a feeding frenzy); Irondale (BW). 

3/26 Yellow-throated Vireo; Black-and-White Warbler; Oak Mountain State Park (PR,LB). 

3/27 Whip-poor-will (heard); Clay (BS,MS). 

3/30 American Golden Plover; Sandpipers-Both Yellowlegs, Solitary, Pectoral, and Least;  Sod Farm, St. 
Clair Co.  (HW,AC). 

The Birmingham Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following gifts and memorial donations: 
 

A gift from Joe R. Norman, MD. 
A donation in memory of his wife Linda Lee Braid from Dr. Malcolm Braid 

A donation in memory of Linda Lee Braid from Elberta G. Reid 
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Field Trips 

Paint Rock River, Larkin Fork and Skyline Wildlife Management Area 
Saturday, June 18

th
, 6:30 a.m. 

The June field trip will be to scenic Jackson County in 
northeast Alabama, where we’ll spend the morning bird-
ing at a couple of sites along the Larkin Fork of the Paint 
Rock River. One of the target birds for the trip will be 
Cerulean Warblers, which breed in the area, along with 
the usual species common to forested, riparian zone 
habitat. 
 
Following a picnic lunch in the field we’ll head slightly 
east to the Skyline Wildlife Management Area, where 
we’ll continue searching for species typical of the habitat 
found there. Certainly Indigo Buntings will be plentiful. If 
the day is sunny and warm we’ll also enjoy lots of butter-
fly sightings so bring butterfly field guides if you own 
them. 

 
Travel Plans:  (Note the earlier than usual departure 
time).  Depart at 6:30 a.m. from the McDonald’s in Tar-

rant, located on AL-79 three miles north of the I-20/59 
Tallapoosa Street exit.  We’ll carpool and caravan north 
on AL-79 north through Guntersville to the town of Gur-
ley, located on US-72 east of Huntsville. We’ll reconvene 
about 8:30 a.m. at the Hardee’s in Gurley, on the main 
highway. Those wishing to meet us directly at the Har-
dee’s are welcome to do so; an advance notice to the trip 
leader is appreciated. Once we’ve had a short rest break 
we’ll depart for our first birding stop located up CR-65 
almost to the state line. 
 
This trip is one of the more distant trips BAS takes so 
plan accordingly and bring plenty of drinks and snacks in 
addition to your picnic lunch, a full tank of gas, insect 
repellent, rain gear, and appropriate summer attire. 
 
Trip Leader:  Greg Harber, 251-2133 or 
ghaber@mindspring.com 

BAS Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 

Prairie Grove, Lawrence County 
Saturday, May 7

th
, 6:30 a.m. 

Birding and botanizing go hand-in-hand, particularly in 
the springtime in Alabama. So, it is at The Nature Con-
servancy's Prairie Grove Glades, Lawrence County. 
Prairie Grove is the largest intact cedar glade complex 
known in Alabama. Its 191 acres contain rare and en-
dangered plants and wildflowers (listed below) as well as 
providing habitat for both returning spring migrants and 
our resident woodland birds. The drive into the glades 
passes through forested areas and pastureland. The 
ponds at Leighton and the wetlands of Town Creek 
Marsh (both sites are on the North Alabama Birding 
Trail) have been historically productive of numerous spe-
cies of waterfowl and long-legged waders. 
 
Plan for a midday picnic at the Glades and perhaps sup-
per on the way back to Birmingham. Bring drinks, juice, 
snacks & nibbles and your picnic. Binoculars and a cam-
era are a must, along with a spotting scope, if you have 
one. Have a full tank of gas. Weather can be changeable 
during our spring, so a rain jacket may be in order. 
 
Some of the wildflowers at Prairie Grove Glades: 
Harper's Umbrella Plant, Alabama Larkspur, Prairie In-
dian plantain, Alabama Gladecress, Nashville Breadroot, 
Yellow Sunnybells. The Lyrate Bladderpod, a small an-
nual mustard, is a threatened species that only grows in 
Alabama. Most of these are endangered or threatened. 

Please stay on the paths when walking in the Glades 
and be mindful of fragile plants. 
 
Travel Plans: Meet at the parking lot at the Fieldstown 
Road shopping center, Gardendale.  Directions: From I-
65N, take Exit 271 and turn right onto Fieldstown Road, 
another right onto Odum Road and an immediate left into 
the parking lot. We will depart at 7 a.m. and cara-
van north on I-65 to the AL-157 exit (#310), at which 
point we will take AL-157 toward Moulton. Any of you 
who wish to meet us in Moulton, please let the trip leader 
know ahead of time so a meeting place can be arranged 
in advance. It is anticipated that we will arrive in Moulton 
close to 8:30 a.m. After reconvening and taking a rest 
break, we will continue to the Glades, which are approxi-
mately 15 miles west of Moulton on AL-24 and Lawrence 
CR-43. Picnic at the Glades at midday. For the after-
noon, we will proceed north to Leighton and Town Creek 
Marsh where we will conclude our day. 
 
For those of you who might be driving, please follow this 
advice: Keep your lights on whilst driving and keep the 
car in front of you and the car behind you in sight. 
 
For further information and any questions you may have, 
please contact the trip leader, Maureen Shaffer at 205-
822-8728 (h) or 205-222-2662 (m). 
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Kites Wood Storks and More! 
Saturday, July 23

rd
,  7:00 a.m. (Autaugaville, Prattville and catfish ponds south of Greensboro) 

Saturday, July 30
th
, 7:00 a.m. (Gainesville and Aliceville) 

We are once again offering two summer field trips in 
search of kites and storks, and lots of them.  If you have 
never witnessed the spectacle of Mississippi and Swal-
low-tailed Kites feeding on the wing, you are missing one 
of the most spectacular aerial shows on earth.  Kites are 
regular late summer visitors to the Tombigbee and Ala-
bama River systems in the upper coastal plain.  It is truly 
a sight to behold, watching these graceful birds of prey 
as they soar over the fields, catching insects on the wing.   
 
Hopefully, we will also see Wood Storks on 
these outings; their numbers fluctuate from year 
to year but hopefully we’ll have at least some to 
view. Wood Storks have to be one of the 
homeliest creatures the good lord ever 
made, but in the air their striking black and 
white forms are beautiful sights indeed. You 
won't want to miss any of these field trip offerings so 
mark your calendars now and be brave against the sum-
mer heat! Another bonus on these outings is the food, 
Chef Lee’s in Autaugaville and the Pie Lab in Greens-
boro, for lunch. Yum!  Here are the details: 
 
Saturday, July 23

th
 trip: We will likely head to the Pratt-

ville/Autaugaville area as we have in previous years but 

there is a chance we may travel to the Camden area in-
stead. Some summers the kites are there in large num-
bers just prior to their arrival at the Autaugaville “Kite 
Field.” Depending on the pre-trip scouting reports from 
Tommy Pratt we may opt for Camden, which would give 
us a chance to visit the local gallery to view the famous 
quilts of Gees Bend. 
 
Our departure point will be the same regardless of our 
ultimate destination: the McDonalds on US-31 in Hoover, 
across from the Galleria. Plan to depart at 7:00 a.m. and 

caravan to our destination from there. We will have 
lunch at Chef Lee’s in Autaugaville (or a local 
eatery in Camden) to take a break from the heat 
we will likely experience. 
 
After lunch, for those who wish to continue 

their summer adventure, we’ll drive to the numerous cat-
fish ponds south of Greensboro. Many summers Wood 
Storks by the hundreds can be seen loitering around 
these ponds, and migrating Black Terns are always a 
possibility.  Feel free to contact me a couple of days be-
fore the trip for further updates and I can give you a firm 
destination at that time. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Summer Field Trips 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
Spring is Here ~ Time to Learn our Bird Songs 

 Presented by: Greg Harber 
Sunday, May 22nd, 2:00 p.m. 

Alabama Wildlife Center, Oak Mountain State Park 

Few experiences are as pleasant as a stroll through the 
woods and fields of Alabama - enjoying the sights and 
sounds of an early summer’s morning.  Bird song fills the 
air and insects hum an eternal tune. Greg will teach us 
the tricks and tips to recognizing the various species that 
are contributing to the cacophony of sound that 
reach our ears.  Your trips to the great outdoors 
will take on a whole new dimension when you 
begin to identify birds by their songs! 

 

We’ll begin by listening to the songs of various 
“song families” – songs that can be grouped 
together because they sound similar, even though the 
birds may not look anything alike.  For example, the 
American Robin’s song is a familiar tune to many of us, 
but it can be used as the basis for comparison to several 

sound-alike species: Summer and Scarlet Tanagers, and 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. Red-eyed Vireo is another 
species one should know to help discern it from the 

other vireos that inhabit the canopy. After the 
initial program where we learn the basics we’ll 
take to the field to gain some firsthand experi-

ence. 

 

Come early and enjoy some refreshments in 
the Observation Room at the Alabama Wildlife 
Center, taking in the view of the forest and the 

birds at the feeder. Then, when it is time for the pro-
gram we’ll move the auditorium in the Center. ATN 

programs are free and open to the public, after regular 
paid admission to the park. 
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Summer is coming and school will be out. Now is the 
time to observe the birds in your environment, whether it 
is your backyard, front yard, or neighborhood park. Go 
to the web site to download your bird journal to keep 
track of your observations. Go to http://
www.birminghamaudubon.org/education/youngbirders 
and scroll to the Downloadable activity sheets. The bird 
journal is the first download. 
  
Sketch the birds you see, record the characteristics of 
the birds, and write about the bird behaviors. Create 
stories and poetry. Send your original work to Birming-

ham Audubon Society to be published in Kid’s Corner.  
Three students from Clay-Chalkville High School have 
submitted a story and/or pictures to share with you.  
 
The Woodpecker by Ethan, age 16. 
 
Ha Ha! I'm Ethan Woodpecker. Where do I live? In a 
bush by Mrs. Manley's room. In the woods I fly away to 
a tree listening for bugs. When I hear some, Tap Tap 
Tap - I make some holes, stick my sticky tongue in a 
hole, and slurp up some bugs. I love it when people put 
peanut butter on pine cones. I love being a woodpecker! 

Summertime Birding 
By: Shirley Farrell 

We are looking for artists and writers: Send us your pictures, journal pages, stories and poems about birds, nature, wild-
life, etc. If selected, your original work will be published in the Flicker Flashes. 
 
Do you have any suggestions as to what you would like to read about in Kid's Corner? Send your ideas to: 

 
Birmingham Audubon Society 

Attn: Kid’s Corner 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 

Eric, age 16 Torran, age 16 Torran, age 16 
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The Education Department has been very busy over the 
past month, and it looks like we will continue this way for 
the next few months. Teaching children about birds is so 
exciting and VERY rewarding. However, Birmingham 
Audubon could not have offered all these programs with-
out the help of the dedicated volunteers who have 
stepped up to present programs and lead various walks. 
  
Over the past few months, we have trained 
several volunteers to help with Bird Walks at 
the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. These 
Bird Walks that Birmingham Audubon 
leads are in conjunction with the free edu-
cational programs the Botanical Gardens 
offers to school children. BAS provides 
excellent Leupold Yosemite binoculars 
made especially for young people.  Some 
of our expert birders lead the Bird Walks and 
other BAS volunteers help the children learn 
how to use the binoculars. Audubon’s new 
Bird Walks have been enthusiastically re-
ceived by students and teachers alike. The students 
have had the opportunity to observe Pileated Woodpeck-
ers drilling out cavities, Robins flinging leaves and pulling 
up worms, and a Cooper’s Hawk catching breakfast at 
the bog. This program gives the kids a sense of aware-
ness of the birds around them and all the different colors 
and patterns that make each bird unique. Our volunteers 
have stepped up to make this a great program. 
  

Ty Keith has a really great time with the students and his 
loud voice and humor captures the students’ attention 
right from the get go. He has even donned a “turkey” 
headband to get the kids to stay focused during an intro-
duction. Ty has stepped up with more than just the BBG 
Bird Walks; he has gone to schools and has taught bird 
identification and bird songs too.  
 
Most recently, Ty has learned the new “Be a Backyard 
Birder” program presented during Spring Break and if 
you ever want to see a grown man do the “Towhee 
Dance” just ask Ty. He is very good at giving the crowds 
a great deal of information in a short amount of time. 

  
One of our new volunteers, retiree Dr. Frank 

Connery, has been sharing his vast knowledge and 
love of birds at an interactive table on the BAS Office 
porch. His spontaneous programs delighted hundreds of 
children throughout the week of Spring Break. Dr. Frank 
is such a great asset for our Education Department. 
 
BAS is very fortunate to have ALL of our wonderful vol-
unteers who have helped with the programs, events, and 
Bird Walks. Birmingham Audubon’s Educational pro-
grams owe their success to our dedicated volunteers.  
 
Thank you for all your help! 
 
Contact me to join the fun P (205) 714-8228 or  
educationdirector@birminghamaudubon.org. 

Volunteers Taking Flight 
By: Helena Uber-Wamble 

Saturday, July 30
st
 trip: The ever-popular Galleria 

McDonalds will serve as our departure point for this trip 
as well. Plan to leave at 7:00 a.m. again. We will cara-
van west on I-59/20 to the rest area just east of exit #32. 
We will take a rest break there and then travel by way of 
CR-20 (exit #32) to the Gainesville lock facility on AL-39. 
Those wishing to meet us at the lock facility should be 
there at 9:00 a.m., at the access road on the east side of 
the river, south of CR-20. Once we have birded this lo-
cale we’ll head up the west side of the Tombigbee River, 
looking for kites, Wood Storks and Grasshopper Spar-
rows along CR-85. The general store in Gainesville will 
be our rest stop before the drive to Greensboro, where  

 
 
the Pie Lab is located. It’s a bit of a haul but well worth 
it, especially if the kites and storks are visiting their usual 
haunts. A stop at Perry Lakes Park to watch herons and 
egrets returning to their roost at day’s end is a likely bet 
too. 
 
Remember, these trips will be daylong affairs so plan 
accordingly and bring plenty of drinks and snacks in ad-
dition to a full tank of gas, insect repellent, rain gear, and 
appropriate summer attire. 
 
Trip Leader for both of these trips:  Greg Harber,  
251-2133 or gharber@mindspring.com 

(Continued from page 4) 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society/National Audubon Society* 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip code: _________________________________________________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________  Email: ______________________________ 

New Members* $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 

Full-time Students $15.00 
* NAS will contact you directly for membership renewal 

 

Make check payable to: National Audubon Society 
Send application and check to: 

 
 

National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   

clip along dotted line 

����  National Audubon Society 

New Members and Renewals $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 

Full-time Students $15.00 
 

 
Make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society 

Send application and check to: 
 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 

����  Birmingham Audubon Society 

Phone: (205) 714-8227 
Birmingham Audubon Society C1ZA0000Z 

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code  

• There are two ways to become a member of Birmingham Audubon Society: 
 

1. Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only member-
ship provides you access to all chapter activities and benefits. All dues stay in Birmingham to support local 
activities. You will not receive the National Audubon magazine.  

 

— OR —  
 

2. Join National Audubon Society. Birmingham Audubon Society serves as a local chapter of the National 
Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a membership to Birmingham Audubon 
Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the National Audubon magazine. 
Your dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage is returned to the  
Birmingham Audubon Society for local efforts.  

 

Stay in Touch with Birmingham Audubon this Summer 

Since this is our last issue of Flicker Flashes until next 
September, we want to make sure that you know how to 
stay in touch with BAS this summer. You have several 
options: 
 
BAS website - You will want to visit our BAS 
website for updates, postings of summer field trips 
and other fun happenings. 
 
Also remember, if you misplace your Flicker Flashes, 
details of the field trips, monthly meetings, dates of 
Audubon Teaches Nature, Audubon Mountain Work-
shop, and an archive of old Flicker Flashes are all found 
at our ever changing website. 
 
Check us out at www.birminghamaudubon.org 

FaceBook - Visit us at our Facebook page at http://
www.facebook.com/BirminghamAudubon to read the 
very latest updates on our BAS activities, trips and other 
items of interest to our members. Be sure to check the 
photo albums for images from our summer field trips. 
 

Discussion Group - If the internet is not for you, or 
if you just prefer to receive quick email up-

dates, try joining the BASBirding discussion 
forum. Instructions for joining the group can 
be found on the BAS website. Click “About 
Us” then “Social Media.” If you have prob-
lems joining the group contact Donna 

Shook at dshook@bellsouth.net.  



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 
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July 2011 

23 BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding, Autaugaville, 
Prattville and catfish ponds south of Greensboro 

30 BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding, Gainesville and 
Aliceville 

  

May 2011 

7 BAS Field Trip, Prairie Grove, Lawrence County 

12-15 Audubon Mountain Workshop 

22 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 
Greg Harber, “Spring is Here ~ Time to Learn  our 
Bird Songs” 

June 2011 August 2011 

18 BAS Field Trip, Paint Rock River & Skyline WMA, 
Jackson County 

  

  

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, September issue 

  

  


