
Mark Berte of the Alabama Coastal Foundation (ACF), 
an organization whose mission is to improve and protect 
Alabama’s coastal environment through cooperation, edu-
cation, and participation, will be our speaker on March 21. 
His presentation will give Audubon members an overview of 
the work and activities of the ACF which, as of last year, is a 
statewide organization. The ACF uses an education-based 
approach to conservation, and pursues practical solutions 
to conservation challenges in a non-adversarial manner. 
In 2012, the ACF helped to coordinate a record number of 
hours (7,812 valued at $166,875) contributed by volunteers 
throughout the state, had increases and new developments 
in other education programs. They also had successes in 
two areas in the political arena in which we were partners: 
the passage of the RESTORE Act and the Forever Wild 
reauthorization. Audience members will gain an overview 
of activities and actions that have taken place in the Gulf 
region following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. How 

The March ATN seminar will feature a topic we’ve never cov-
ered before, but which we think you’ll find very appealing:  
dragonflies and damselflies! These colorful denizens of the 
woods, wetlands and open spaces capture our imaginations 
with their speed and agility. Their names give us an inkling of 
their diversity:  blue dasher, eastern pondhawk, Halloween 
pennant and widow skimmer. Add in those petite damselflies 
and the identification challenges start to mount! Steve will 
introduce us to this very special group of insects: the Odo-
nates. Weather-permitting, we’ll look for live specimens in the 
park or examine nymphs captured in local streams.
Come a little early if you wish, as there will almost assuredly 
be a good selection of birds at the feeders to help you pass 
the time while you wait for the program to start. Refresh-
ments will be served in the Observation Room beginning at 
1:30 p.m.

do you connect to Alabama’s coastal environment? Attend 
this presentation and you will know.
Mark Berte is the Executive Director of the Alabama Coastal 
Foundation. Prior to serving at the ACF, Mark was Director 
of Community Engagement for the Mobile Area Education 
Foundation and the Executive Director of the Alabama Cit-
izens for Constitutional Reform Foundation. Mark received 
his bachelor’s degree at Birmingham Southern College 
and his master’s degree from the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas. Currently, 
he is a member of the Public Affairs Research Council of 
Alabama Roundtable, and is a graduate of the 2006 class 
of Leadership Mobile and 2007 class of Leadership Ala-
bama. Mark serves on several local and statewide organiza-
tions including Mobile United, the League of Women Voters 
of Mobile, Council Traditional School PTA, the Islands of 
Perdido Foundation, the Alabama Poverty Project and the 
David Mathews Center for Civic Life.

Sunday, March 24, 2013 
2:00 p.m. Steve Krotzer, Guest Speaker

Oak Mountain Interpretive Center, 
Oak Mountain State Park

DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES
Winged Wonders Around Us
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Teaches Nature

NEXT MONTH’S SEMINAR:  
Indigo Snakes in Alabama, 

Conserving a Species 
and its Habitat 

Sunday, April 28, 2013, 2:00 p.m
The Orianne Society, Guest Speaker (OMIC)

“How do you Connect to Your Coast?”
Mark Berte, Alabama Coastal Foundation

Birmingham Audubon Society • March 21, 2013
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, Adventure Room, 7:00 p.m.
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Saturday, March 2, 2013 7:00 a.m.
Birmingham Audubon will visit the Brookside greenway along 
Five Mile Creek to watch for early spring birds and learn some 
botany.  The area around Brookside is forested with red oak 
and loblolly pine, and the surrounding open fields, rolling hills 
and creek banks produce a mixed habitat supporting many 
species of birds and native plants. This particular location 
was chosen as a site on the Appalachian Highlands Birding 
Trail.
Brookside derives its name from Five Mile Creek that flows 
through the middle of town and Newfound Creek which flows 
into Five Mile Creek near the old truss bridge on Main Street. 
Incorporated in 1898, Brookside has an extensive history as a 
coal mining town, and this industry drew in a large number of 
Eastern European immigrants to the area. These immigrants 
provided the town with a unique cultural heritage. Please visit 
www.brooksidealabama.com for additional information about 
our destination.
Travel Plans: Meet at 7:00 a.m. in the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens (BBG) parking lot at 2612 Lane Park Road Birming-
ham, Alabama 35223.

Join Birmingham Audubon for a trip to Tuscaloosa County for 
a day of birding and Alabama history at Moundville Archae-
ological Park. Tuscaloosa County is divided by the Fall Line 
into two distinct physiographic regions, the upper Coastal 
Plain and the Mountain Region. This will provide us with a 
wide variety of habitat for diversified birding opportunities.
Our morning will begin with a visit to Airport/Industrial Swamp 
in Tuscaloosa, and then we will venture to the Sipsey River 
Swamp. From there, we will head to Moundville Archaeologi-
cal Park for both our mid-day meal and a visit to the park.
Moundville Archaeological Park is a National Historic Land-
mark located on the banks of the Black Warrior River in Hale 
County. The 320 acre park contains 26 platform mounds 
which are associated with the Mississippian culture and date 
back to around A.D. 1000. Peak activity and population was 
reached around 1300. After 1450, the site was abandoned 
until the arrival of European settlers. The area was then 
extensively farmed from the 1820s until the park’s establish-
ment about 1930. There will be an admission fee of $6.00 
per person to enter the park. This is the special group rate. 
For information about the park, please visit http://moundville.
ua.edu/.
The park is a Gateway site on the West Alabama Birding 
Trail. A diverse population of birdlife may be found in the park 
due to a variety of habitat present here. Open fields, riverine 
habitat, marshes and dense hardwood forests may provide 

opportunities to see a wide range of birds such as blackbirds, 
waders, shorebirds, eastern kingbirds, eastern bluebirds, 
woodpeckers, indigo buntings and great crested flycatchers. 
The Douglas Nature Trail, a level boardwalk which takes you 
from ground level to treetop height, is another feature of the 
park. 
The park also has a developed campground, so it has been 
chosen as the site for Birmingham Audubon’s Spring Cam-
pout. Please see the accompanying article for additional 
details of the campout. 

Travel Plans: We will meet at the McDonald’s Restaurant 
on US-31 across from the Galleria. 1731 Montgomery Hwy 
Hoover, Al. Please park in the lot across from McDonalds. 
Please arrive early if you wish to eat breakfast. Car pooling 
is greatly appreciated. We will need to leave promptly at 
7:00a.m.
Leaving Hoover, we will travel on I-459 South towards Tus-
caloosa and I-59/20 South to exit number 71B for I-359 
North. Travel 5.2 miles. Go left on US Highway 82West to 
the McDonalds Restaurant on the right; the address is 2000 
McFarland Blvd Northport, Alabama 35476. Here we will be 
joined by our trip leaders-Ray and Carol Reidenbach. Have a 
full tank of gas, your lunch, water, binoculars and camera.
Trip Leaders: Susan Barrow (home) 942-8667 (cell) 253-8667 
Ray and Carol Riedenbach (cell) 344-0933

Directions to the Brookside Greenway: Leave the BBG park-
ing lot and travel Red Mountain Expressway (US 31 North/
US 280 East) to I-59/20 South and then onto I-65 North. 
Stay on I-65 until exit number 264 (41st Street). Turn left after 
exiting and cross under the interstate. Passing the Flying 
J Gas Plaza, continue west on Daniel Payne Drive. At the 
second traffic signal, turn right onto Coalburg Road. Drive 
seven miles to a “T” intersection adjacent to Sharon Heights 
Baptist Church. At the T- intersection, turn right onto Bev-
ins-Brookside Road. Proceed ½ mile to old town Brookside 
and another 4-way intersection. Go straight through 4-way 
intersection. The road then becomes Price Street. Drive one 
block, and then turn left at the stop sign onto Cardiff Street. 
Follow Cardiff Street to the entrance of Bensko Park 317 Car-
diff Street Brookside, Alabama 35073..
Bring water and snacks and a lunch if you like. Please dress 
appropriately for the weather. Remember your binoculars. 
See you there.
Field Trip Leaders: Ellen McLaughlin (home) 595-0806 (cell) 
907-5577 Susan Barrow (home) 942-8667 (cell) 253-8667

Brookside/Five Mile Creek Greenway
Half Day Field Trip

Tuscaloosa and Moundville Field Trip
March 23, 2013  7:00 a.m.

BAS FIELD TRIP CANCELLATION POLICY
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditins due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided.

MARCH FIELD TRIPS
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Spring Campout March 22-24, 2013

Set on the banks of the Black Warrior River in Hale County, 
Moundville Archaeological Park (MAP) is one of Alabama’s 
most popular tourist destinations and has been chosen by 
the Campout Committee for Birmingham Audubon’s Spring 
camping experience. The dates are March 22 through 24, 
2013 (Friday-Sunday). On Saturday afternoon, campers will 
be joined by Birmingham Audubon’s field trippers who will 
have been peregrinating around various birding sites in Tus-
caloosa. 
In addition to MAP’s historical significance, it is prime birding 
territory particularly during migration. This factor was a key in 
this location being selected as a trail site on the West Ala-
bama Birding Trail.
MAP sponsors “Saturdays in the Park”, during which special 
tours, events, and classes are held for visitors. On the March 
23, the class is “Wild Plants.” It will last 4 hours (10:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m.).*

CAMPING DETAILS: There are 30 sites, available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. These sites have water and electricity, 
six have sewer hookup. 2 tents and an RV may share a site. 
Fees are $12.00 a night, $10.00 for those over the age of 55. 
Central bathhouse, dump station and dumpster are located at 
the entrance to the campground. Check-in is at 4:00 p.m. and 
check-out is at 2:00 p.m. Gates to the park are locked at 9:00 
p.m., however campers are provided with a code for the lock.
Our schedule will be flexible so campers may enjoy the park, 
visit the Museum, walk the trails and bird or just soak in the 
season. If you don’t wish to camp on-site, Moundville is a 15 
minute drive south from Tuscaloosa, where numerous accom-
modations are available. 
The Camp-out chairman will attempt to arrive early in the 
afternoon to greet and assist you with set-up. Possible 
additional activities for the weekend include: a group eve-
ning meal on Friday, morning bird walks, and perhaps an owl 
prowl/frog walk after dark.

DIRECTIONS: From Birmingham, travel south on I-59 west to 
Exit 71-A, take the ramp right to AL 69 towards Moundville, 
stay on AL 69 for 13 miles, turn right onto Mound Parkway 
and continue to MAP gate.
GPS N32.59.55, W87.37.34

Address: 13075 Moundville Archaeological Park
                            Moundville, AL 35474

Phone: 1-205-371-2234
E-mail: jlwyatt1@ua.edu (campground information)

Moundville website: www.moundville.ua.edu

Birding trails website: www.alabamabirdingtrails.com/sites/
moundville-archaeological-park/
If you have questions or need further details, please call 
the Campout Chairman (Maureen Shaffer) at 205-822-8728 
(home), 205-222-2662 (cell) or email at shanach@att.net

*Wild Plants Tour – March 23, 2013
Darryl Patton (Gadsden, Alabama) was a long time appren-
tice of mountain folk medicine icon, Tommie Bass. His book, 
“Mountain Medicine: The Herbal Remedies of Tommie Bass”, 
was the culmination of 12 years of studying thousands of 
medicinal plants. Darryl will guide visitors on walks through 
Moundville Archaeological Park, identifying and discussing 
local plants and their uses. Visitors can sample an ancient 
Indian tea once used at Moundville and kids can make a 
cordage friendship bracelet.

Moundville Archaeological Park From the Director's Desk
Suzanne Langley, Excecutive Director

I like to read more than one book at once, weaving in 
and out of different writers’ perspectives on similar 
topics. 

Today, I’ve made it to the point in Jon Meacham’s 
“Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power” where the author 
is sharing Thomas Jefferson’s diligence in keeping 
journals on a range of topics including daily temperature, 
crops he raised, and life at Monticello. I’m also reading 
Larry Davenport’s “Nature Journal,” one of the Gosse 
Nature Guides series. I’m entertained not only by both 
authors’ observations, but also by their insights.
Birmingham Audubon Society is not just an organization 
of birders.  It is also comprised of observers and journal 
keepers. Some of these observations have been kept 77 
years through the Christmas Bird Count.
We have arrived at another cycle of observation and 
counting this year as the Birmingham Audubon Board 
enters its strategic planning process, setting goals 
and plans for the next five years. Their insights into the 
membership and our programs helped forecast in 2009 
much of who we are today and what we do.
This past October you shared your opinions on a range 
of current projects and services through our Member-
ship Survey. To quote our President Hans Paul, we now 
“need your dreams” as we begin planning the next 
five years of who we want to be and what we want to 
achieve. 
Please take the time to share your dreams with members 
of our board or with me.  Whether you’ve been a mem-
ber one month or more than 50 years, your dreams are 
valuable and important to our organization. 

 You can reach me at:
phone: 205-714-8227 or 

email: suzannelangley@birminghamaudubon.org. 

Thank you in advance for 
participating in this vital process.



 -4-

	  

Have you ever been on a snipe hunt? This “hunt” is a prac-
tical joke and has been around for years. This is a made-up 
hunt or, using another bird saying, a wild goose chase.  How-
ever, there are real snipe. 
In Alabama we have Wilson’s snipe, Gallinago delicata. Snipe 
are a type of large shorebird (10.5 inches long) that live in wet, 
grassy areas. This bird has a very long bill (2-3 inches), which 
is two to three times longer than its head. This bird feeds by 
probing mud for insects. Its long bill is flexible and the tip can 
open and close without moving the whole bill.  There are also 
sensory pits at the tip, allowing the bird to feel movement of 
its prey.  This bird will sometimes stick its head underwater as 
it probes the mud.  They feed along marshes, lakes, ponds, 
swamps, and wet fields where they look for worms, crusta-
ceans, larvae, mollusks, and some seeds. Snipe will swallow 
small food without pulling its bill out of the mud!

Snipe Hunt
Help this Wilson’s Snipe walk 
through the maze to get to 
the other side. 

Maze created at http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/

	  

Going on a Snipe hunt?
This bird is extremely well -camouflaged with shades of 
brown, white and black among its feathers. When it is walking 
in grasses and reeds, he will “disappear.” The pattern and 
colors blend well in the grasses.  This bird will build its woven, 
cup-shaped nest out of grasses on the ground. The female 
will lay 2-4 dark to light brown spotted eggs. To hear the call 
of the snipe you can visit Cornell Lab of Ornithology at http://
tinyurl.com/b4tpe2m
This bird is really hunted in Alabama from November 14 
– February 28. The next time someone asks you to go on 
a snipe hunt, you can give him or her the real story of this 
interesting bird. 
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Sightings: December13, 2012 through January 31, 2013
Pine siskins are having an irruptive year, and Bob and Martha Sargent counted at least a thousand on January 15, 2013 in their 
yard in Clay, Alabama.  This was along with many purple and gold finches. This is easily the most ever recorded at this loca-
tion. To quote Bob, “Those who feel this number is exaggerated, I understand and respect their opinion. Truth can be stranger 
than fiction.”
A Eurasian wigeon was found by Sue Moske at Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge on January 4, 2013. This is a rare record for 
Alabama. Fortunately, other birders were able to see it.

CONTRIBUTORS:
Lisa Bailey
Scot Duncan
Ty Keith
Ann Miller
Dick Mills

Sue Moske
Wally and Josie Retan
Pelham Rowan
Bob and Martha Sargent
Ken Wills

Please submit sightings for 
April Flicker Flashes at least five days 
before the March 1, 2013 deadline to:

Ann Miller
520 Yorkshire Drive 

Birmingham, Al. 35209 
annmiller520@aol.com

OTHER SIGHTINGS WERE:
12/13/2012 Palm Warbler 
 Railroad Park, rare in winter (KW).

12/25 Bald Eagle 
 Lake Purdy, The bird was perched on a 
 nest that has been active for the last 
 two years (DM).

1/7/2013 Red-breasted Nuthatch  
 Near Lakeshore Drive. They are also having an  
 irruptive year. (PR,LB).

1/10 Redhead (5 males/2 females) 
 West Jefferson Industrial Park (KW

1/11   White-crowned Sparrow 
 Limestone Park, Alabaster (SD)

1/20   Wilson’s Warbler (male) 
 Roebuck Springs, A rare sighting in winter.   
 (SD).

1/21   Cattle Egret (2) 
 Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge. This is the  
 second mid-winter record in the Tennessee   
 Valley for this species.Birds were seen during a 
 Birmingham Audubon trip to refuge. (AM, TK   
 and others)

1/28  Barred Owl 
 Homewood (AM).

1/31  American White Pelican (300) 
 Logan Martin Lake, Lincoln (WR,JR).

Mark your calendars now for the April 13, 2013 field trip to 
Fayette, which will be unlike any we have taken in recent 
memory! The highlight of the trip will be a 2.5-mile canoe 
trip on the scenic Sipsey River. Northern parulas, protho-
notary warblers and red-shouldered hawks are among 
the birds we can expect to see and hear while canoeing 
on the river.
More details will be forthcoming in the April Flicker 
Flashes and on the Birmingham Audubon website, but 
for now, in order to ensure that we have enough canoes 
and life jackets, timely action is required from you. First, 
please contact me (Greg Harber, 205-251-2133/home 
or gharber@mindspring.com, preferred) and reserve 
your spot on the trip, by Wednesday, April 3, 2013. 
Please provide your name and how many people will be 
in your party. Also, please let me know if you need me 
to reserve a life jacket for you. (I will reserve 15 through 
UAB Outdoor Pursuits). Everyone will be required to wear 
a life jacket, so it will be very helpful if you can provide 
your own (or canoe, even!).  Making your reservations by 
April 3 is critical if we are to have enough canoes and life 
jackets for everyone.

Sipsey River Canoe Trip, Fayette, AL 
Saturday, April 13, 2013, All-day trip
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Our Family Bird Walk to Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
was a huge success despite the flooded access roads to 
the river and ponds behind the gates. Greg Harber did a 
fine job of leading us from the observation building where 
we watched waterfowl and sandhill cranes, to the Beaver-
dam Swamp Boardwalk. Here we were greeted by a flock of 
American robins and cedar waxwings.
Anne Miller, while pointing out the cedar waxwings in the 
top of the trees, she asked if the any of children knew what 
they looked like. A seven year old girl piped up and began 
giving a very detailed description of the bird as if she was 
describing a painting. She began by saying the bird had 
a brown head with a black mask like a raccoon, a gray tail 
with yellow tips on the end and red tipped feathers on its 
wings. I asked her how she knew this bird so well and she 

Through the Eyes of our Youngest Birders

The weather on count day was near perfect: a nice 26 
degrees at dawn warming to 54 in the afternoon with an 
infrequent breeze of 3-9 mph.  Thanks to several new partic-
ipants we were able to field 10 parties with 26 participants 
plus 3 feeder watchers. The group effort was 79.25 hours 
and 452.5 miles. Thanks to Jim and Dee King for serving 
as compilation hosts. Our count day species total of 86 was 
a good result. The completely unexpected northern rough-
winged swallow and the ruby-throated hummingbird were 
recorded for the first time ever on the count. We must thank 
Bob and Martha Sargent and their hummingbird watchers 
for their hummingbird reports. They have spoiled us, and we 

The 77th BAS Christmas Bird Count
 Saturday, December 22, 2012

Canada Goose 249
Wood Duck 11
Gadwall 2
Mallard 47
Ring-necked Duck 15
Lesser Scaup 1
Bufflehead 1
Hooded Merganser 2
Wild Turkey CW
Pied-billed Grebe 18
Great Blue Heron 32
Black-crowned N Heron 4
Turkey Vulture 10
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3
Cooper’s Hawk 8
Red Shouldered Hawk 19
Red-tailed Hawk 29
American Kestrel 2
Merlin 1
American Coot 1
Killdeer 26
American Woodcock 3
Ring-billed Gull 8
Rock Pigeon 534

Mourning Dove 192
Eastern Screech Owl 2
Great Horned Owl 2
Barred Owl 3
Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 1
Calliope Hummingbird 1
Rufus Hummingbird 6
Belted Kingfisher 14
Red-headed Woodpecker 46
Red-belllied Woodpecker 68
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 36
Downy Woodpecker 36
Hairy Woodpecker 4
Northern Flicker 32
Pileated Woodpecker 7
Eastern Phoebe 32
Loggerhead Shrike 3
Blue-headed Vireo 1
Blue Jay 87
American Crow 272
Fish Crow 3
Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow 1

have come to expect rufous (recorded on 16 counts!) every 
year. Other interesting birds were a very co-operative merlin 
at Elmwood and 3 American woodcocks on Lakeshore Drive. 
Also of interest was our total of 346 yellow-rumped warblers, 
only 4 less than our all-time high count. Participants: John 
Imhof, Jeremy Bearden, Greg Harber, Hans Paul, Ken Marion, 
Jessica Germany, Dick Mills, Harold Jones, Boris & Claire 
Datnow, Pelham Rowan, Lisa Bailey, Frank Farrell, Ken Wills, 
Jr., Ken Wills, Sr., Ty Keith, Rick Kittinger, Jamie Nobles, Sha-
ron Hudgins, David George, Keith Johns, Maureen Shaffer, 
Miriam Rueger, Katherine Bouma, Anne G. Miller, Matt Hunter. 
Compiler: David George

Carolina Chickadee 185
Tufted Titmouse 116
Red-breasted Nuthatch 7
White-breasted Nuthatch 55
Brown-headed Nuthatch 52
Brown Creeper 3
Carolina Wren 99
Winter Wren 3
Golden-crowned Kinglet 54
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 48
Eastern Bluebird 53
Hermit Thrush 10
American Robin 320
Mockingbird 129
Brown Thrasher 22
European Starling 398
American Pipit 1
Cedar Waxwing 205
Yellow-rumped Warbler 346
Pine Warbler 22
Palm Warbler 2
Eastern Towhee  54
Chipping Sparrow 32
Field Sparrow 20

Savannah Sparrow 12
Fox Sparrow 3
Song Sparrow 139
Swamp Sparrow 37
White-throated Sparrow 92
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) 
Junco 85
Cardinal 152
Red-winged Blackbird 849
Eastern Meadowlark 38
Rusty Blackbird 32
Common Grackle 3094
Brown-headed Cowbird 17
Un-identified blackbirds 2500
Purple Finch 7
House Finch 69
Pine Siskin 9
American Goldfinch 98
House Sparrow 60

CW=Count Week sighting

simply replied, “They come to my backyard”. Her parents 
then asked if I had ever heard of the Burgess Book of Birds 
for Children. They home-school their children and use these 
stories written by Thornton W. Burgess to teach the kids not 
only about the bird’s field marks, but  also about migration 
and bird behavior as described through these stories.
Thornton W. Burgess has written more than 170 books 
and 15,000 stories on nature. His main character is Peter 
Cottontail, who later simply becomes Peter Rabbit. In “The 
Burgess Book of Birds for Children,” Mr. Burgess builds the 
stories on themes like migration, habitats, nesting prefer-
ences and behaviors of the birds. One of his main charac-
ters is Jenny Wren. She is a house wren that comes back 
in the spring and is greeted by Peter Rabbit. Peter then 

continued on page 7
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Membership Application

Birmingham Audubon Society*
 • New Members and Renewals $20.00
 • Seniors (62 or better) $15.00
 • Full-time Students $15.00

Please make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society

Send application and check to:
Birmingham Audubon Society • 200 19th Street North • Birmingham, AL 35203-3117

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE:  (            ) EMAIL:

 I want to opt-out receiving a printed copy of Flicker Flashes

My check for $                            is enclosed.

Phone: (205) 714-8227
Birmingham Audubon Society C2ZA0000Z

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c) of the Inernal Revenue Code

*2 EASY WAYS 
To Become a Member of Birmingham Audubon Society:

Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only membership provides you access 
to all chapter activities and benefits including the chapter newsletter, Flicker Flashes. All dues stay in Birmingham to support local 
activities. You will Not receive the National Audubon magazine.

And/Or
Join National Audubon Society directly through the National Audubon website www.audubon.org. Birmingham Audubon Society 
serves as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a membership to Bir-
mingham Aududbon Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the National Audubon magazine. Your 
dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage of your dues are returned to the Birmingham Audubon 
Society for local efforts.

1.

2.

Cut Along Dotted Line



Youngest Birders continued from page 6
questions Jenny Wren about her long journey and why she 
leaves on such a dangerous journey every year when other 
birds stay put. Her answer is a simple one, “Why do you eat?” 
The wren goes on to explain why she leaves and other birds 
don’t.
Lessons like migration, behavior and field marks are themes 
we emphasize on our Bird Walks for school children at the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. Spring is a time to welcome 
back the migrants that have been gone all winter long like the 
warblers, vireos, tanagers and the wood thrush. On our walks, 
we could be like Jenny Wren and simply ask, “Why do you 
eat?” We can engage the children to think of why these birds 
left for the winter and why they have returned.  Questions like 
this can open up their minds to look at the birds differently 
while encouraging them to ask more questions. With discus-
sions starting with, “Why do you eat?” children can begin to 

learn that the seasons not only affect the plants, but they also 
affect the timing of when birds need to begin their journeys 
south. Through observation we hope these kids someday 
may say they know that bird. Hopefully, they too will see that 
bird in their own backyard.
Walks are held on Mondays and Fridays during the Spring 
session. If you would like to be a volunteer on these walks, 
please contact Louise Ayer Tommie at 205-428-9652.
On another note: Do you know why house wrens are referred 
to as “Jenny Wrens”? I will post this question on the Birming-
ham Audubon Facebook page on March 1, 2013. Please feel 
free to submit your guesses. I will reveal the correct answer 
later in the month.
Happy Birding!
Helena Uber-Wamble




















 
  


















 

 

 



 




 





 

 


 

 

 




 



 


 


 



Copies of Flicker Flashes can be viewed and downloaded from the BAS website: www.birminghamaudubon.org

Upcoming Events & Happenings

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, April Issue
2 Field Trip, Brookside
3 Limestone Park Field Trip-An Educational Experience   
 2:00 p.m. Reservations required.
5 Birmingham Science Café-“What Can We Learn from   
 our Feathered Friends.” Hart and Soul Coffee 
 Company, 5:30 p.m.
9 Watercress Darter NWR Workday, 9:00 a.m.
21 Board Meeting, Birmingham Botanical Gardens (BBG),  
 5:45 p.m.
 General Meeting, BBG Adventure Room, 7:00 p.m.,   
 “How Do You Connect to Your Coast?”
22-24 Spring Campout, Moundville Archaeological Park
23 Field Trip, Tuscaloosa and Moundville 7:00 a.m.
24 Audubon Teaches Nature, Steve Krotzer, “Dragonflies  
 and Damselflies-Winged Wonders Around Us” Oak   
 Mountain Interpretive Center, 2:00 p.m.

APRIL 2013

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, May Issue
6 Field Trip, South Shelby County Wetlands
13 Field Trip, Canoe Trip Sipsey River
19-21 Alabama Ornithological Society Spring Meeting, 
 Dauphin Island
25 Board Meeting, Birmingham Botanical Gardens  
 (BBG), 5:45 p.m.
 General Meeting, BBG 7:00 p.m., TBA
27 48th Annual Birmingham Audubon Spring 
 Bird Count
28 Audubon Teaches Nature, The Orianne Society, 
 Indigo Snakes in Alabama, Conserving a Species  
 and its Habitat,” Oak Mountain Interpretive Center,  
 2:00 p.m.

MARCH 2013

Flicker Flashes is published eight time s a year by
the Birmingham Audubon Society.
Editor: Ty Keith (205) 602-8037
Graphic Design: Jenny Dixon


