
URBAN BIRD HABITAT INITIATIVE

Killdeer at Limestone Park

2016 YEAR TWO REPORT

Birmingham Audubon’s Urban Bird Habitat Initiative (UBHI) promotes 
public habitats shared by people, birds, and other wildlife through 
conservation projects, on-site programs, and the use of  birding as a 
recreational, tourism-based community asset.

During Year Two, the UBHI project moved beyond introducing shared-habitat 
project sites, volunteer opportunities, and recreational birding, to expanding 
conservation and science partnerships, sustainable volunteer support, and 
on-site programs aimed at a broader view of  natural-history. 

Included in this UBHI report are features on the communities in which we 
work, the partnerships that sustain and enrich the project, and the science 
that helps us understand the impact of  our collective work. 

Current UBHI Sites

Avondale Park

Birmingham Museum of  Art

East Lake Park

Limestone Park

McWane Science Center

Railroad Park

Current UBHI Partners

Avondale Samaritan Place

Birmingham Park & Rec Board

City of  Alabaster

Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Friends of  Avondale Park

McWane Science Center

Railroad Park Foundaiton

Ruffner Mountain

UBHI connects East Lake residents with birds and bird habitats.
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COMMUNITIES
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At Birmingham Audubon, we believe that public awareness of  shared habitats is the key to preserving those habitats. 
Through UBHI-based outreach programs, we’re helping to connect local knowledge with a broader understanding of  
ecological trends, forging stronger bonds between UBHI habitats and the communities that surround them. 

Last year saw the Avondale-based 
debut of  Birmingham Audubon’s 
Gosse Nature Walks, guided 
natural history explorations named 
for early Alabama naturalist Philip 
Henry Gosse. Meanwhile, our 
annual Tom Imhof  Beginner Bird 
Walk series and numerous school 
bird walks  also took advantage 
of  Avondale’s Rose & Habitat 
Garden to help connect the public 
with nature. Rare avian visitors 
like the Common Loon attracted 
birders to the park’s central pond, 
while community and  corporate 
volunteers—the latter from Wells 
Fargo and Shire—helped care for 
the park’s ever-growing collection of  
native plantings. Several volunteers 
were on hand for a September visit 
from City Councilwoman Valerie 
Abbot, and new interpretive signage 
designed especially for the garden will 
be installed in early 2017. 

Avondale Park

Management of  the first UBHI 
habitat garden, located on the 
Museum’s Upper Plaza, continued 
throughout the year, while the 
Birmingham Audubon Junior 
Board helped introduce the 
Audubon Brooklyn Mural Project 
to art lovers at August’s Art on the 
Rocks event, and staff  led an art-
based bird walk of  species found in 
works located throughout the gallery.

Birmingham Museum of Art

A birding hot spot, this Alabaster 
park was a favorite among the novice 
birders who participated in last year’s 
Beginner Bird Walk. Meanwhile, 
the newly established prairie habitat 
and Birmingham Audubon-sponsored 
birding platform have increased 
the site’s appeal for Alabama Birding 
Trails visitors. Volunteers manage 
the prairie habitat to draw birds, 
pollinators, and photographers 

Limestone Park

Volunteers engaged: 
16 members, 124 non-members

Volunteers engaged: 
3 members, 3 non-members

The central island at this Alabama 
Birding Trails site continues to 
support nesting Black-crowned 
Night-Herons—birds that were easily 
spotted by student youth volunteers 
from East Lake United Methodist 
Church, and by the crowds of  
children and parents who attended 
this year’s East Lake Fishing Rodeo. 
Members brought new and seasoned 
birders to the park during a winter 

East Lake Park

Volunteers engaged: 
12 members, 31 non-members

field trip, then followed it up with 
discussion and drinks at a Birds 
& Brews event on 41st Street in 
Avondale. (Unfortunately, fishing line 
disposal containers installed at the 
site have been removed by vandals.)

Volunteers engaged: 
87 members, 82 non-members

throughout the summer. Fishing-
line trash containers were installed 
near the pond, and a Friends of  
Limestone Park Facebook page was 
established by community members 
to “raise awareness for the conservation and 
protection of  Limestone Park…” 

First Annual BioBlitz at Limestone Park 

Outreach Director Ansel Payne leads a bird-themed art history tour at the museum.



PARTNERSHIPS
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Partnerships provided an excellent metric for progress in 2016, and a reminder of  how shared habitat can help bring 
communities together. What began in 2015 as a promotion of  native plants has, for instance, now transformed into a 
promotion of  native plant providers. Meanwhile, a growing set of  partners helped us to install nest boxes at three UBHI 

locations and—thanks to funding 
from the Community Foundation 
of  Greater Birmingham and 
Protective Life Corporation—to 
bring in distinguished specialists who 
helped connect the public with birds.

Volunteers from Well Fargo helped keep Avondale Park’s native plants growing strong

Habitat & Outreach Partners

The use of  native plants at UBHI sites 
has inspired neighboring merchants, 
organizations, and residents 
to incorporate these sturdy, low-
maintenance additions to their own 
gardens. Meanwhile, Birmingham 
Audubon has promoted opportunities 
to acquire these plants from our 
partners at Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens and Ruffner Mountain. 
The latter provided a perfect location 
for a free lunch event with birdsong 
specialist and author Donald 
Kroodsma, while an inspirational 
partnership with artists Doug Baulos 
and Bonard Hughins is producing 
imaginative interpretations of  UBHI 
habitats and the birds that rely on  
them. 

Avondale Partnerships

Birmingham Parks & Recreation 
Board and Hands On Birmingham 
facilitated corporate volunteers 
for workdays, while Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens staff  joined 
Birmingham Audubon staff  for 
our inaugural Gosse Nature Walk. 
Red Mountain Community School 
students and faculty enjoyed bird 
walks at the park, and joined us for 
a special workday to practice hands-
on habitat stewardship. Avondale 

Samaritan Place’s Carpenter’s 
Hands program built nest boxes, 
and Friends of  Avondale Park 
shared volunteer recruitment 
recommendations during an evening 
meeting. 

East Lake Partnerships

The afterschool program at 
new partner East Lake United   
Methodist Church welcomed 
Birmingham Audubon for an Eastern 
Bluebird nest box work day (resulting 
in zero mishaps and many smiles). 
There was even time for a follow-
up bird walk. Staff  worked with 
Alabama Birding Trails to design 
a new interpretive sign that will be 

Limestone Partnerships

An annual meeting with the mayor 
and city leaders of  Alabaster 
included reports of  site progress and 
the planning of  additional habitat 
enhancements. Alabaster Parks 
& Recreation has also partnered 
on park growth, and facilitated an 
awareness of  UBHI work with other 
organizations based at the park. 
Alabama Birding Trails worked 
with staff  to create a new interpretive 
sign for the park, to be placed near 
the prairie demonstration and birding 
platform.

installed in early 2017, highlighting 
important aspects of  bird habitat and 
other natural assets.

“We enjoyed our time in the park, checking out our 
neighborhood birds... and a possum!”

—Red Mountain Community School
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SCIENCE
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Scientists at the Limestone BioBlitz. Clockwise from upper left: Ansel Payne, John Abbot, Ken Marion

The scientific approach has guided Birmingham Audubon for the last seven decades, from our earliest Christmas 
Bird Counts to our development of  new analytical tools for conservation planning. Now, with support from the 
Birmingham Audubon Board of  Directors and the Community Foundation of  Greater Birmingham, UBHI sites 
are becoming important locations of  exploration and discovery for regional scientists and their students. 

Science at Avondale

Chimney Swift observations were 
made a little easier this year, when 
a roost of  more than a thousand 
individuals was sighted from the 
lofty vantage of  the Avondale Villa. 
Birmingham Audubon continues to 
monitor these birds’ annual southward 
migration, identifying new roosting sites 
with the help of  volunteer observers 
and reporting those data to Chimney 
Swift experts Paul and Georgean Kyle. 
The Kyles were also guest speakers 
at the 2016 Birmingham Audubon 
Mountain Workshop. 

Science at East Lake

Our survey of  Village Creek’s 
wading birds continued in 2016, 
with help from undergraduates at 
the University of  Alabama at 
Birmingham (UAB) and Auburn 
University. Two of  the key stops 
along the survey route are East 
Lake Park’s island and the stretch 
of  Village Creek that marks the 
southwestern edge of  the park. 
Information provided by the surveys 
will help municipal leaders, city 
planners, and conservation project 
managers better understand the 
ecology of  this important urban 
stream. Meanwhile, some of  the 
students involved in the survey 
were inspired to take the first steps 
toward forming a new birding club 
at UAB.

Science at Limestone

Limestone’s unusual mix of  habitats 
continues to attract scientific 
attention, as demonstrated by a 
University of  Montevallo botany 
class that traveled there in 2016 to 
sample the park’s flora. Regional 
faculty and students, along with 
Birmingham Audubon members and 
staff, also journeyed to Limestone 
in the spring to conduct the park’s 
first BioBlitz, a daylong inventory 
of  animal and plant diversity. More 
than five hundred species have 
currently been identified at the 
park, with a new bird record—the 
American Pipit (Anthus rubescens)—
added on December 11th. 

Citizen Science Corps

The Limestone BioBlitz inspired 
the formation of  a new program 
at Birmingham Audubon—the 
nation’s first Citizen Science 
Corps. The Corps engages and 
empowers its members to participate 
in a variety of  local, national, and 
international citizen-science projects, 
and to generate important data 
for biologists around the world. 
Participants emerge as trained 
volunteers who understand the value 
of  reliable, consistent data, and who 
can serve as valuable ambassadors 
for conservation, both within their 
social networks and beyond. 


