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 At this year’s  Christmas Banquet, we will 
again enjoy the beautiful setting at Vestavia Country 
Club, good food, camaraderie and socializing with our 
Audubon friends and guests 
and have the special opportu-
nity to hear this distinguished 
author and ornithologist.  
 
 Based on his new book, 
Of a Feather: A Brief History of 
American Birding, Scott will  
delight you with pictures and 
descriptions of how from the 
moment Europeans arrived in 
North America they were awe-
struck by a continent awash 
with birds - great flocks of wild 
pigeons and woodlands alive 
with brilliantly colored song-
birds. Scott Weidensaul will 
trace the unpredictable history 
of bird study in America, from 
frontier ornithologists (one of 
whom barely escaped pursuing 
Apaches with a precious hawk 
egg in his mouth) to society matrons who organized 
the first effective conservation movement; from lumi-
naries like Alexander Wilson (a convicted blackmailer) 
and John James Audubon (an accomplished liar) to 
modern geniuses like Roger Tory Peterson. 
 
 Scott Weidensaul has lived almost all of his 
life among the long ridges and endless valleys of 
eastern Pennsylvania in the heart of the central Appa-
lachians, a landscape that has defined much of his 
work.  His writing career began in 1978 with a weekly 
natural history column in the local newspaper, the 
Pottsville Republican, in Schuylkill County, Pennsyl-

vania, where he grew up. .The column soon led to a 
fulltime reporting job, which he held until 1988, when 
he left to become a freelance writer specializing in 

nature and wildlife.  Scott is the author 
of more than two dozen books on 
natural history, including the Pulitzer 
Prize-nominated Living on the Wind, 
about bird migration, Return to Wild 
America: A Yearlong Search for the 
Continent's Natural Soul, and his new-
est book, Of a Feather: A Brief History 
of American Birding.  He also has writ-
ten articles for such publications as 
Smithsonian, Audubon, Nature Con-
servancy and National Wildlife.  
 
 In addition to writing about 
wildlife, Weidensaul is an active field 
researcher whose work focuses on 
migration of hawks, owls and hum-
mingbirds. Besides banding hawks 
each fall, which Scott’s done for al-
most 20 years, he, at times, has 
helped the Hummer/Bird Study Group 
with banding at Ft. Morgan. Most re-

cently, he has joined a continental effort to under-
stand the rapid evolution of a new migratory route and 
wintering range by several species of western hum-
mingbirds. 
 
 Scott will be happy to sign copies of his books 
after the conclusion of his banquet program.  Please 
refer to the book review article on the insert for the 
names of two local vendors who have been kind 
enough to arrange to have copies of his latest books, 
and to help locate copies of the others.  Remember to 
buy your copy in advance and bring it with you to the 
banquet. 

Birmingham Audubon’s 61st Christmas Banquet 
~ featuring ~ 

Scott Weidensaul 



SoSo for the Record 
 

Sightings - September 3 through September 20, 2007 
 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens has been a “hot spot’’ for this period. September 13 was a good morning for a 
team that is continuing Bob Reid’s migration counts. Most of the common residents were seen (38 species total), 
as well as these highlights. Great Blue Heron, Red-shouldered Hawk, Eastern Wood Pewee, Yellow-bellied  
and Acadian Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, White-eyed, Yellow-throated, and Red-eyed Vireos, Fish Crow, 
and Swainson’s Thrush. Warblers counted were: Golden-winged, Tennessee, Magnolia, Prairie, Black-and-
white, American Redstart, Common Yellowthroat, and Hooded.(TK,KA,DC,HK,JS,LW). 
 
Other sightings were: 
 
9/3 Yellow- bellied Sapsucker;  (early?) Clay (BS,MS). 
          By the way, the Sargents are using two gallons of hummingbird nectar a day,  Wow! 
 
9/7     White Pelican; Ballard Lake, Shelby Co  (MB). 
 
9/9     Stilt Sandpiper (3);  A small flock of Wild Turkeys; Lake Purdy (GJ,DJ). 
 
9/12   Blue-winged Teal (120+) Lake Purdy (AC,HW). 
 
9/15  Olive-sided Flycatcher and Least Flycatcher  Botanical Gardens (KA). 
          Nashville Warbler; Botanical Gardens (GH, BR,PR). 
          Baird’s (2 juv) and Buff-breasted Sandpipers (35, maximum for Mountain Region); Short-billed    
             Dowitcher (juv) Sunbelt Turf Farm, Shelby Co (GJ,DJ). 
 
9/16   Western Kingbird; Scissor-tailed Flycatcher;  Colbert Co (SMcC). 
 
9/19  Double-crested Cormorant (75+; Common Loon (winter  plumage , early or summer resident?) ;  
             Black-crowned Night –Heron (juv); Logan Martin Dam  (HW,AC). 
 
9/20      Connecticut Warbler!!; Clay (BS,MS). 
 
Contributors: 
 
Ken Archambault 
Mac Braid 
Dale Carruthers 
Alice Christenson 
Greg Harber 
Ty Keith 
Helen Kittinger 
Greg and Debi Jackson 
Steve McConnell 
Bob and Pat Reed 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
John Swan 
Harriett Wright 
Larry Wright 
 
 
 
Please submit sightings for January FF  
at least five days before the December 1  
deadline to Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive,  
Birmingham, Al. 35209. 
 
 



November Monthly Meeting 
 

Water, Water Everywhere:  The Netherlands (Holland) – 
 A Country Below Sea Level Where the Past Meets the Future 

James Lowery 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. 

Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
 This presentation combines the sights and 
information from a trip James Lowery took to the 
Netherlands in 2007.  James will share with us infor-
mation about a fascinating country that must deal 
daily with the dynamics of living below the level of the 
North Sea, and that has dealt with water control and 
continual water removal since the 1200’s.  At the 
same time, the country is dependent on its waterways 
of canals and rivers for living, commerce, and travel.  
The country is a combination of the old and the new, 
the past and the future, the rural and the urban.  This 
presentation will provide a view of all those compo-
nents. 
 
 James Lowery is retired from an administra-
tive position at the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham and considers himself an “Amateur Scientist.”  
He is involved in environmental education and is a 

member of nine environmental and science related 
Boards of Directors, serving as an officer on six of 
those Boards.  He gives presentations concerning 
constructed wetlands for wastewater treatment, urban 
creeks and streams he has walked, Antarctica, The 
Netherlands, and astronomy. He conducts guided 
tours of the Wetumpka (Alabama) Impact Crater 
(Astrobleme). He enjoys paddling whitewater rivers as 
a member of the Birmingham Canoe Club. 
 
 Attend and enjoy this program.  Please come 
early at 6:45 to socialize and enjoy some refresh-
ments.  Guests are welcome. 
 
      
     Hans Paul,
     VP Programs 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
Beyond the Backyard, Birding for Beginners 

Presented by Greg Harber 
Sunday, November 4, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. 

The Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State Park 

 Birdwatching is a popular past-time for many 
people.  We provide feeders stocked with seed and 
baths full of water in hopes that they will pay a visit to 
your backyards.  Beyond the backyard, however, is a 
world of birds you’ll likely never see at your feeders.  
That means one thing; if you expect to see them you 
will need to venture beyond our back yard.  But where 
to begin? 
 
 Come learn which binoculars are right for you, 
which bird guides are best suited for beginners, and 
where to look for birds in our area.  Once you have the 
right gear, how do you begin to know which bird is 
which?  There is no substitute for experience, of 
course, and you cannot gain it by waving a magic 
wand.  At this seminar you’ll learn some of the ways to 
identify birds, to distinguish the warblers from the  

vireos, the buteos from the accipiters and all those 
LBJs (little brown jobs).  It can be a challenge! 
 
 Remember, the Alabama Wildlife Center will 
serve cookies and cider 1in the Observation Room 
before the seminar.  And door prizes will be awarded 
too, but you must register and be present in order to 
win. 
 
Our next seminar in the series: 
 
January 6 Raptors Up Close, an Intimate Look at  
                          Alabama’s Hawks, Anne G. Miller 
 
 Come early for fellowship and refreshments in 
the Observation Room at The Center! 



As we experience yet another toasty day in 
early October, it is hard to believe that I must once 
again begin preparations for the 72nd BAS Christmas 
Bird Count, to be held Saturday, December 22, 2007.  
We have weathered some mighty cold Christmas Bird 
Counts in recent years but that doesn’t seem possible 
this year, does it?  The Birmingham Audubon Society 
CBC was begun in 1946 and thanks to the continued 
support of our dedicated members and friends this 
wonderful Christmas tradition continues today.  Con-
sider making the Christmas Bird Count a part of your 
holiday tradition, as I have mine. 
 

Accompanying this article you will find a copy 
of the map detailing the count circle and the various 
territories within the circle.  I invite all of our members 
to consider participating in the count by choosing an 
area (you do not have to live within the territory or the 

count circle) and contacting the corresponding party 
leader to make arrangements to join the group. If you 
are not able or do not wish to participate, but have 
some unusual winter birds visiting your feeders that 
we should record for the count, please call us in ad-
vance.  We especially would love to hear from you if 
you have some owls in your neighborhood or winter-
ing hummingbirds! 
 
 Get your holidays off to a merry start by join-
ing in the count.  Pelham Rowan will host our compila-
tion at his home, located at 3415 South Brookwood 
Road north of Overton Road (See map on bottom of 
page 2; phone: 205-970-0844).  The compilation will 
begin at 5:00 p.m. 
      
     Greg Harber   
  ~for the Bird Count Committee 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Area    Leader                 Phone Area  Leader   Phone 

      1 John Imhof (contact) 995-0688   6 Pelham Rowan  970-0844 
      2 Greg Harber  251-2133  8/9 Helen Kittinger  560-0778 
     3 Mary L. Miller   879-5984  10 Maureen Shaffer 822-8728 
    4/-7 Stan/Dana Hamilton 951-5630  11 Ted Weems  853-3681 
    5 Frank/ Shirley Farrell 815-3554  12 Sharon Hudgins  477-5390 

72nd Annual Birmingham Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 
Saturday, December 22, 2007 



43rd Annual BAS Fall Count – Saturday, September 29, 2007 
 

 

Skies on count day were clear, temp. 55-87, with breezes to 15 mph.  The extreme drought continued through a 
long, hot summer.   The lack of rain produced mandatory watering restrictions, low lake levels, baked shorelines 
and numerous dry creek beds -- and few shorebirds.   Porter Lake came through with Soras (8), but the site has 
changed dramatically, and the once-plentiful mudflats and shorebirds are basically non-existent.  Many parties 
commented on development taking over previously good spots in their respective areas.   Early fall migrants 
were scarce, as were soaring birds, with the exception of Red-shouldered Hawks.  27 observers in 13 parties 
covered 576 miles by car and 15.75 miles on foot, tallying 111 species on count day, with 2 count week species.  
Special thanks to Elberta Reid, our gracious hostess for compilation, and to all who spent time afield.   Sharon 
Hudgins, Compiler. 
 
Observers by party, leaders in boldface: Sharon Hudgins, David George, Louise Ayer Tommie, Susan Pat-
ton, Greg Harber, Jessica Germany, Edith Hunt, Maureen Shaffer, Frank Farrell, Harriett Wright, Mary Lou 
Miller, Lida Hill, Elisa Majia, Gina McWilliams, Jeff Pribble, Alan Yester, Helen Kittinger, Andrew Haffenden, Ty 
Keith, Rick Kittinger, Jim Sherrill, John Imhof, Mac Braid, John Swan, Pelham Rowan, Cheryl Horncastle, 
Sallie Brice, Scot Duncan.  

Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Mallard 
Blue-winged Teal 
Wild Turkey 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret 
Little Blue Heron 
Green Heron 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Peregrine Falcon 
Sora 
Killdeer 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Forster's Tern 
Rock Pigeon 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
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77 
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Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Acadian Flycatcher 
Empidonax Species 
Eastern Phoebe 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird 
Loggerhead Shrike 
White-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue Jay 
American Crow 
Fish Crow 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 
Carolina Wren 
House Wren 
Sedge Wren 
Marsh Wren 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Eastern Bluebird 
Veery 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
Swainson's Thrush 
Hermit Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 

45 
1 

20 
17 
27 
4 
7 

85 
1 
1 
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13 
2 
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10 
285 
510 

4 
3 
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165 
140 

1 
51 
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2 
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1 
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7 
22 
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24 
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Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
European Starling 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Northern Parula 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
American Redstart 
Ovenbird 
Northern Waterthrush 
Louisiana Waterthrush 
Common Yellowthroat 
Wilson's Warbler 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Eastern Towhee 
Chipping Sparrow 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
House Finch 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 

179 
89 

1040 
1 

13 
10 
6 

32 
4 
2 
1 

37 
1 

12 
4 

32 
2 
1 
3 

22 
1 
3 

11 
8 

40 
90 

246 
73 
2 

54 
84 
5 

17 
26 

112 
48 
46 



November Half-day Field Trip 
Ruffner Mountain Nature Center 
November 3, 2007 
This month’s half-day field trip is to the Ruffner Moun-
tain Nature Center. We will hike the Geology (0.5 
miles) and the Harnach Nature Trail (0.7miles).  These 
trails are easy to hike, with only slight grades to walk. 
Ruffner Mountain naturalist Marty Schulman will join 
us for the morning.  We will look for the usual native 
woodland species as well as winter visitors such as 
brown creeper and kinglets. After we have birded 

these trails we will drive to the backside of the moun-
tain for more birding. For those who want to join, we 
will finish the day at the Golden Rule in Irondale. Meet 
at the visitor’s parking lot at 7:00 a.m. Directions to the 
center can be found www.ruffnermountain.org. For 
more information contact Frank Farrell (815-3554) or 
Frank_Far@msn.com. 

November Field Trip 
Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
November 17, 2007 
 What would Fall in North Alabama be without 
its annual spectacle of wintering ducks and geese--
and what would BAS' year be without our journey to 
Wheeler NWR in Decatur? UNTHINKABLE!  So, join 
us on Saturday, November 17 to view flocks of Snow 
and Canada Geese, ducks, ducks and more ducks---
and ?? 
 Our gathering place is the parking lot at the 
Fieldstown Road Shopping Center in Gardendale, just 
off I-65N at exit #271 (Fieldstown Road). Turn right on 
to Fieldstown Road, another right onto Odum Road, 
and an immediate left into the shopping center. We 
will leave at 7:00AM and caravan up I-65N toward De-
catur to the Priceville exit (# 334), a drive of approxi-
mately 60 miles, and reconvene at the Wildlife Inter-
pretive Center at  8:30a.m. 
 After a rest break, we will announce further 
details. Our group will separate into sub-parties, which 
will be lead by expert birders through various locales 

of the refuge, such as White Springs, Arrowhead 
Landing at Limestone Bay, Beaverdam Peninsula with 
its viewing platform, and Buckeye. 
 This will be an all day trip, so bring a picnic 
lunch, drinks and snacks. Remember, weather this 
time of year can be changeable, so dressing in layers 
is advised. Have a full tank of gas. Bring your binocu-
lars and spotting scopes.   For those who wish, supper 
may be shared at a local restaurant.  
 Please try to consolidate riders and car pool 
as much as possible. If you are leaving your vehicle at 
any of the gathering areas, please park it at the far 
edges so as to avoid congestion around shops and 
stores.  
 For questions and details, please call our 
Field Trip co-chairmen Frank Farrell at 815-3554 or Ty 
Keith at 326-0433 (H) 602-8037 (C); or Maureen 
Shaffer at 822-8728. 

Audubon Sessions Sanctuary Workday 
Enjoy a morning of Good Work and Good Company 
Saturday, December 1, 2007 - 9:00a.m. until 12:00p.m. 
Lunch at the Golden Rule BBQ 

 The Sessions Sanctuary is underdeveloped 
property in Mountain Brook on Shades Creek that was 
donated to Birmingham Audubon as a bird sanctuary 
by the late Mr. & Mrs. Sessions. The BAS Sanctuary 
also helps protect the Cahaba River watershed. 
 
 Please join us for the fall workday at the Ses-
sions Sanctuary on Saturday December 1 at 9:00a.m. 
Bring your tools and gloves. Plans are to meet at the 
end of Forest Glen Drive, near the Sanctuary. We will 
work on keeping up the Sanctuary by removing inva-
sive plants and picking up trash.  We will also check 

the area for birds, plants and wild creatures of all sorts. 
  
 To reach the Sanctuary, in Mountain Brook, 
proceed east (away from the Zoo) on Montevallo 
Road.  At the Crestline area, turn right at the signal 
light on to Montrose Rd, bear right onto Old Leads 
Road, turn left onto Forest Glen, proceed to the end of 
Forest Glen and meet us at 9:00. 
 
John Swan, 933-6469 & Ellen Mc Laughlin, 595-0806 
Co-Chairs, Sessions Sanctuary Property 

http://www.ruffnermountain.org/�
mailto:Frank_Far@msn.com�


Clip along dotted line 
~ Membership Application ~ 

Birmingham Audubon Society/ National Audubon Society 
 
 Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 Address: _____________________________________________________ 
 City:_______________________________  State:__________ Zip:_______ 
 Phone: (      )                                                   
   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
          
      My check for $___________ is enclosed.   
  
     Please make check payable to:  National Audubon Society 
 
            Mail this form and check to:        Birmingham Audubon Society 
             P.O. Box 314 
             Birmingham, AL 35201     
          
       Birmingham Audubon Society *AOO7XCH8
  

  Introductory membership ~ $20.00   
Includes quarterly subscription to Audubon 
magazine and 8 issues of Flicker Flashes, the 
chapter newsletter. 
 
Senior (62 & older) and student (full-time) 
memberships available for $15.00. 
 
(Preferred method of payment for all new 
members is through the chapter, using this 
form). 

 Regular membership/Renewals ~ $20.00 
 
The National Audubon Society handles  
membership renewals through their  
Membership Data Center.  Contact them at  
1-800-274-4201 or write them at: 
P.O. Box 52529,  
Boulder, CO 80322-2529.   
Submit renewals directly to NAS. 

    Artists Incorporated Gallery  
    Show to Benefit BAS 
    Friday, November 30, 2007 

5:30p.m. to 8:30 at the Gallery 

A reminder that the Artists Incorporated 
Gallery will hold a benefit reception in support of 
the Birmingham Audubon Society on Friday,      
November 30, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the Gallery. 

 
 Artists Incorporated will donate 10% of all 
sales during the event to the Birmingham Audubon 
Society.  Most of the artists will be  donating an 
additional 10% of their sales, so the Society will 
receive nearly 20% of all purchases made during 
this event. 
 
 The Gallery is located at 3365 Morgan 
Drive, Vestavia Hills, AL, directly across from 
Rocky Ridge Western Supermarket.  For  
additional information please refer to your  
October newsletter or call 979-8990. 

 Why not give your friends and family a gift 
membership to the Birmingham Audubon Society?  
Joining in our many programs and field trips is a fun 
and relaxing way to share time together. 
 
 All you have to do is complete the membership 
form below with the name and address of the gift recipi-
ent and we will handle the rest!  A gift notice will mailed 
to the recipient indicating that the membership is a holi-
day gift from you.  Please, write GIFT MEMBERSHIP 
across the top of the form so that we will know to proc-
ess your request as a holiday gift, and be sure to in-
clude your name and address as well. 

Holiday Gift Ideas! 
Here’s Another Wonderful Holiday 

Gift Idea! 



Flicker Flashes is published eight times a year by  
the Birmingham Audubon Society. 
Editor: Bianca J. Allen (205) 854-5233 
Ass’t Editor: Greg Harber (205) 251-2133 

Birmingham, Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
Business Office: 
200 19th St. No. 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
(205) 714-8227 
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November 2007 
 

 3 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip, Ruffner Mountain Nature 
       Center 
 
15   Board Meeting, (BZA) 5:45 p.m. 
      General Meeting, BZA 7:00 p.m. 
 
17  BAS Field Trip, Wheeler NWR, Decatur, AL 
 
30   Artists Incorporated Gallery Show to Benefit BAS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2007 
 

 1 Flicker Flashes articles due, January 2008 issue 
 BAS Sanctuary workday (1/2 day) 
 
 4 Christmas Banquet – Vestavia Country Club,  
 Scott Weidensaul, speaker 
 
15  Christmas Bird Count –Wheeler NWR 
 
22  Christmas Bird Count - Birmingham (72nd) 
 
26  Christmas Bird Count – Guntersville 
 
29 Christmas Bird Count - Gulf Shores 



Birmingham Audubon Society 
cordially invites you to attend its 

61st Annual Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday, the fourth of December, 

Two Thousand and Seven 
at Six-thirty in the Evening 

Vestavia Country Club 

400 Beaumont Drive, Vestavia Hills, 35216 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reservations cannot be accepted after November 27, 2007 
Name _____________________________________________________________  
Address  ___________________________________________________________  
Please make ______ reservations for the following people (at $35.00 per person):  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $  ___________________________________ 
I prefer to sit with: ___________________________________________________  

Make check payable to Birmingham Audubon Society and return check & form to: 
Mrs. Mary Brewer, 3145 Warrington Road, Birmingham, AL 35223; (205) 967-0752 



 Scott Weidensaul is the author of many books 
for children and adults including field guides to our 
natural world.  Summarized here are four of his most 
recent books, which may be of interest to BAS mem-
bers. 
 
Of a Feather: a Brief History of American Birding. Or-
lando: Harcourt, c2007. 
 A colorful history of American ornithology de-
tails the origins and development of birding in North 
America, from the colonial era to the rise of modern 
birding under the auspices of Roger Tory Peterson.  
What was once an eccentric hobby has become 
(almost) cool. 
 
Return to Wild America: a Yearlong Search for the 
Continent’s Natural Soul. New York: North Point 
Press, c2005. 
 In 1953 Roger Tory Peterson and British 
naturalist James Fisher set out on a 30,000 mile trek 
around North America to survey the state of North 
America’s wilderness areas.  On the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the publication of Wild America, Scott Weiden-
saul retraces their steps to tell the story of wild Amer-
ica today.  His survey reveals both positive and nega-
tive perspectives of wildlife management today. 
 
The Ghost with Trembling Wings: Science, Wishful 
Thinking, and the Search for Lost Species. New York: 
North Point Press, c2002. 
 This might be described as a round-the-world 

detective story about rediscovering vanished species.  
In this book of exploration, the author shares stories 
of the rediscovery of species previously believed ex-
tinct. 
 
Living on the Wind: Across the Hemisphere with Mi-
gratory Birds. New York: North Point Press, c1999. 
 The magnificent story of the natural world’s 
most epic journeys is told by the author as he follows 
hawks and songbirds on their paths. He brings a 
sense of urgency to the vast problems these migrants 
now face because of habitat degradation and defores-
tation. 
 
 The following booksellers have graciously 
made arrangements to carry a selection of Scott’s 
most recent books, and to help locate copies of his 
earlier works. 
 
Alabama Booksmith 
2626 19th Place South 
Homewood, AL 35209 
(205) 870-4242 
www.alabamabooksmith.com 
Contact:  Jake Reiss 
 
Little Professor Book Center 
2717 18th Street, South 
Homewood, AL 35209 
Phone: 870-7461 
Contact:  Paul Seitz 

 Jeff Wells, currently serving as the Senior 
Scientist with the Boreal Songbird Initiative, has pro-
vided anyone interested in birds an important sum-
mary of the state of bird conservation in North Amer-
ica with his new BIRDER'S CONSERVATION HAND-
BOOK (Due in October from Princeton University 
Press; we were lucky enough to review an advance 
copy.) 
 
 The book's subtitle summarizes its scope: 
"100 North American Birds at Risk." Most of the book 
- organized not unlike a field guide - is made up of 
individual species accounts for the 100 species con-
sidered most at risk, according to assessments deter-
mined by the major bird conservation initiatives and 
organizations. Each profiled species has an account 
containing up to four pages of information that out-
lines the species' status and distribution (along with a 
unique hemispheric range-map), ecology, threats, 
conservation actions now in motion, and conservation 
needs for the future. The species accounts are pre-
ceded by several important chapters that describe the 

purpose of the book, how birds serve as environ-
mental indicators, an overview of the state of our 
North American bird populations, the major issues 
impacting North American birds, the state of North 
American bird conservation, and what, ideally, read-
ers can do to help conserve birds. 
 
 Best of all, the book is written for the millions 
of people who are simply curious about birds. The 
approach used by Wells in this book could potentially 
turn recreational birders and budding conservationists 
into thoughtful and active stewards of birds and the 
environment. Jeff Wells has produced a reader-
friendly and outstanding resource to bird conservation 
activity that could serve as a benchmark for many 
years to come. We strongly recommend this title. 
 
You can access an archive of our past E-bulletins on 
the website of the National Wildlife Refuge Associa-
tion (NWRA): http://www.refugenet.org/birding/
birding5.html 

Excerpted from THE BIRDING COMMUNITY E-BULLETIN 
October 2007 issue 
 
BOOK REVIEW: BIRDER'S CONSERVATION HANDBOOK 

*************************************************************************************************** 
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	   	  2	Greg Harber		251-2133	 8/9	Helen Kittinger		560-0778
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