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March Monthly Meeting 
Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. 

Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
OPPORTUNITIES IN LAND CONSERVATION IN ALABAMA  

AND THROUGHOUT THE SOUTHEAST 

Presented by: Pat Byington, 
Southeast Regional Senior Associate with The Wilderness Society  

Meet Didgeridoo  
 At this month’s meeting the Birmingham 
Zoo’s Curator of Birds and her staff will introduce their 
Laughing Kookaburra. This bird  was hatched at the 
zoo and is an education bird. This introduction will be 
at 6:00 p.m. on March 19th, prior to the March monthly 
meeting.  The Laughing Kookaburra, Dacelo no-
vaeguineae, is an Australian carnivorous bird in the 
Kingfisher family. This species of kookaburra is well 
known for its laughing call.  The Laughing Kookaburra 
is a stocky bird of about 18 inches in length, with a 

large head, a prominent brown eye, and a very large 
bill. The Laughing Kookaburra was first described by 
French naturalist Johann Hermann in 1783, its spe-
cific epithet novaeguineae refers to New Guinea. Pre-
viously known as the Laughing Jackass and Giant 
Kingfisher, it is now best known by its aboriginal 
name. Please meet  in the lobby of the zoo audito-
rium; you will be through in time for the regular pre-
meeting hospitality moments. 

 The speaker for our March meeting has made 
outstanding contributions to environmental preserva-
tion in Alabama and throughout the Southeast and 
has a lifelong commitment to protecting and enhanc-
ing the environment of Alabama. With BAS’s interest 
in habitat preservation, this is a program you won’t 
want to miss. 
 
 Pat’s responsibilities with The Wilderness 
Society include advocating and developing land pro-
tection programs and projects throughout the South-
eastern United States. The Wilderness Society is a 
national non-profit membership organization devoted 
to preserving wilderness and wildlife. Pat will be dis-
cussing the many opportunities for land conservation 
in Alabama and the Southeast. 
 
 Pat also publishes the Bama Environmental 
News (www.bamanews.com) which is Alabama's first 
statewide weekly environmental online newsletter. 
The newsletter is considered the state's leading re-
source for environmental information. 
 

 Additionally, Pat is an environmental consult-
ant whose responsibilities have included ecological 
and environmental policy development, organizational 
program development and outreach. 
 
 Pat has served on numerous boards including 
the Alabama Environmental Management Commis-
sion and Forever Wild. He was Executive Director of 
the Alabama Environmental Council for 10 years. 
 
 Pat graduated from the University of Alabama 
at Tuscaloosa with a B.A. in Latin American and Envi-
ronmental Studies. 
 
 Pat is married to Kathleen Rose-Byington, 
and has one daughter, Whitney. 
 
Attend and enjoy this program. 
 
Please come early at 6:45 p.m. to socialize and enjoy 
some refreshments. Guests are welcome. 
 
   Hans Paul, VP Programs 



12/2    Ring-necked Duck; Pied-billed Grebe; Wilson’s Snipe (4); Ring-billed Gull  (16); Lake Purdy (MS et al). 

12/7    Common Nighthawk; Sedge Wren; Overton/ Grants Mill Road (RR). 

12/10  Ducks-Gadwall, Canvasback, Redhead, Ring-necked, and Ruddy; Horned and Eared Grebe;  
Double-crested Cormorant; Lesser Black-backed Gull;  Guntersville (MS et al). 

12/27  Rough-legged Hawk; Colbert County (SMcC, RW). 

1/1      Bonaparte’s Gull (2); Lake Purdy (PR, HW, AC).  

1/7      Turkey Vulture (156); Clay (BS). 

1/9      American Woodcock; Clay (BS). Greater White-fronted  
Goose (152); Ross’s Goose (3); Wheeler Refuge (SMcC). 

1/10    Pacific Loon; Glaucous Gull, 1st cycle; Guntersville (SMcC). 

1/11    American White Pelican (594); Wheeler Dam and Mouth  
of Town Creek (SMcC). 

1/16   Cackling Goose (2); Wheeler Refuge (SMcC). 

1/18   Ducks-Bufflehead and Hooded Merganser (a mixed flock)  Choccolocca Creek, Talledega Co (RC). 

1/26   White-winged Scoter; Guntersville (GJ). 

1/27   Bald Eagle (3) One on a nest;  Perry County (MS et al). 

SoSo for the Record 
 

Sightings December 2, 2008  through January 26, 2009 
 

 

Noteworthy on the Waterloo Christmas Bird Count was a Little Gull. The recipients of the Flamingo Award, for 
best bird, were Damien Simbeck and R.J. Moore. Later Damien spotted what he feels was the same bird in a flock 
of Bonaparte’s Gulls in Mississippi. 
 
What appeared to be a Baltimore Oriole (imm) at a feeder in Homewood 3,4, January, was a nice surprise. Bob 
Sargent suggested putting out some grape jelly! (ALM). 
 
The Sargents banded their Fourteenth Northern Saw-whet Owl for this year on 26 January. Cheers!! 
 

 

Other sightings were: 
 

 

Contributors: Martha Dagg  Martha Coglan  Ross Cohen  Alice Christenson 
  Kap Garmon  Sue Hutchison  Greg Jackson  Peggy King 
  Helen Kittinger  Steve McConnell Anne G. Miller  Ann L Miller 
  R.J. Moore  Ethel Owen  Pelham Rowan  Martha and Bob Sargent
  Maureen Shaffer Damien Simbeck Rick Waldrop (TN) Harriett Wright    
 
 
 

Please submit sightings for April FF at least five days before March 1st deadline to Ann Miller, 520 York-
shire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209. 



March Field Trip 
Saturday, March 28, 2009 
Perry Lakes Park and Lakeland Farms 

 Join the Birmingham Audubon Society for its 
March 28th field trip to beautiful Perry Lakes Park and 
Lakeland Farms in Perry County, Alabama.  Perry 
Lakes Park provides excellent habitat for numerous 
species of breeding birds and neotropical migrants. 
 
 We will begin the morning birding from the 
tower and other points in and around Perry Lakes 
Park. The oxbow lakes of the park provide an excel-
lent breeding ground for a number of migrant birds, 
including Prothonotary Warbler and Northern Parula.  
Hopefully these species and others will be singing 
away for us during our visit.  Additionally, Bald Eagles 
nest in the park so we will have an opportunity to view 
them at their nest. 
  
 Later, we will bird the Lakeland Farms area.  
Historically, this area has provided some very interest-
ing birding.  Sightings have included Bald Eagles, Os-
prey, Blue-winged Teal and a variety of sparrow spe-

cies.  In the Lakeland Farms area, we will be escorted 
onto private land.  Please be respectful towards the 
livestock, the land and the property owners.   
  
 Travel Plans:  We will depart from the 
McDonalds on US-31 in Hoover, across from the Gal-
leria, at 7:00 a.m.  Because this is a popular trip and 
because we will be driving on private land, we will 
need to consolidate into as few vehicles as possible 
for the trip down to Perry County. The caravan will 
proceed to the Centreville/Brent area for an early 
morning break at the Wendy’s on AL-5 near its inter-
section with US-82.  From there, we will go to Perry 
Lakes Park via the Marion Fish Hatchery.  We will en-
joy a picnic style lunch at the park, so plan and pack 
your own lunch. Don’t forget the bug spray and water. 
We will be spending significant time near a swampy 
area. 
  
Trip Leader: Greg Harber (251-2133) 

March Half-day Field Trip 
Saturday, March 7, 2009 
Ruffner Mountain Nature Center 

 On Saturday, March 7th, Birmingham Audubon 
will go on a half-day field trip to Ruffner Mountain to 
visit its 1,011-acre forested urban nature center and 
certified wildlife habitat.  We will meet in the parking lot 
of McDonald’s on Montclair at 7:00 a.m. and travel 
together to the park. We will hike several of the trails 

as we search for the usual winter visitors such as 
brown creeper, kinglets, and hermit thrush. Visit their 
website at http://www.ruffnermountain.org/ for a pre-
view of the possibilities. For more information call  
Jessica Germany at 595-0814.   

Audubon Sessions Sanctuary Workday 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 – 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon 
Lunch afterwards at the Golden-Rule BBQ in Irondale 

 Please Join Us for Good Work and Good 
Company at the Audubon Sessions Sanctuary Work-
day! 
 
 The Sessions Sanctuary is underdeveloped 
property in Mountain Brook on Shades Creek that was 
donated to Birmingham Audubon as a bird sanctuary 
by the late Mr. & Mrs. Sessions. 
 
 Please join us for the workday at the Sanctu-
ary. Bring your gloves.  We have work tools, but if you 
have a tool to cut back shrubbery, bring it.   
  
 We will meet at the end of Forest Glen Drive, 
near the Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m. 

 To reach the sanctuary, proceed in a northeast-
erly direction approximately 1.7 miles on Montevallo 
Road, away from Mountain Brook Village (south of the 
Zoo). Turn right onto Montrose Road - there will be a 
traffic light at this intersection.  Drive approximately 0.3 
miles and bear right onto Old Leeds Road at St. Luke’s 
Church (on left) for approximately 0.4 miles. Veer to the 
left onto the Forest Glen Drive and proceed 0.7 miles to 
the end of the road.  Forest Glen widens at the dead 
end adjacent to the creek, providing convenient park-
ing.  Please do not block any driveways. 
 
 For more information call John Swan, at  
933-6469 or Ellen McLaughlin, at 595-0806;  
Co-Chairs, Sessions Sanctuary Property. 



73rd Birmingham Christmas Bird Count Report 
December 27, 2008 

 The 2008 Birmingham Christmas Count was conducted on December 27, 2008. We had 27 participants 
in 8 parties that spent 68.5 hours in the field and traveled 16.5 miles on foot and 304.5 miles by car. The skies 
were mostly cloudy and during the day the wind was usually a little too brisk for ideal birding. The temperature 
ranged from 58 to 73 degrees. 
 
 Interesting birds were Bald Eagle, Blue-headed Vireo, Common Yellowthroat and Vesper Sparrow. We 
had a count week Horned Grebe. A Yellow-crowned Night Heron with a damaged wing is apparently doing just 
great in Valley Creek near Rickwood Field. 
 
 Special thanks to our new participants and to compilation host, Maureen Shafer. New participants 
(including feeder watchers) are invited and welcomed. We ask that new participants contact me, the compiler, or 
Greg Harber, a couple of weeks before the count date. Contrary to rumors, one need not bird for 8-10 hours and 
there are instances where a party leader allowed participants to leave after ½ day. 
 
Participants were: John Imhof, Michael Darrow, Mary Lou Miller, Lida Hill, Elisa Majia, Gina McWilliams, Mary 
Hines, Cay Turner, Stan Hamilton, Dana Hamilton, Pelham Rowan, Frank Farrell, Shirley Farrell, Harriet Wright, 
Helen Kittinger, Rick Kittinger, Ranny Kittinger, Cheryl Kittinger, Sue Hutchison, Maureen Shaffer, Anne G. 
Miller, Andrew Haffenden, Mac Braid, Sharon Hudgins, David George, Katherine Bouma, Gigi Douban. 
 
Note: Party leader names are listed in bold face. 

 
                 Compiler: David George 
 

Canada Goose 222 
Wood Duck 13 
Gadwall 2 
Mallard 34 
Ring-necked Duck 28 
Lesser Scaup 2 
Hooded Merganser 4 
Wild Turkey 1 
Common Loon 1 
Pied-billed Grebe 5 
Double-crested Cormorant 2 
Great Blue Heron 43 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 5 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 1 
Black Vulture 1 
Turkey Vulture 18 
Bald Eagle 1 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 
Cooper's Hawk 4 
Red-shouldered Hawk 18 
Red-tailed Hawk 24 
American Kestrel 1 
American Coot 6 
Killdeer 14 
Ring-billed Gull 2 
Rock Pigeon 1004 
Mourning Dove 247 
Great Horned Owl 2 
Barred Owl 3 

Belted Kingfisher 18 
Red-headed Woodpecker 11 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 52 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 18 
Downy Woodpecker 38 
Hairy Woodpecker 6 
Northern Flicker 26 
Pileated Woodpecker 11 
Eastern Phoebe 30 
Loggerhead Shrike 3 
Blue-headed Vireo 1 
Blue Jay 71 
American Crow 379 
Fish Crow 4 
Carolina Chickadee 141 
Tufted Titmouse 81 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 
White-breasted Nuthatch 26 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 38 
Carolina Wren 83 
House Wren 4 
Winter Wren 2 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 23 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 58 
Eastern Bluebird 121 
Hermit Thrush 8 
American Robin 407 
Northern Mockingbird 83 
Brown Thrasher 11 

European Starling 285 
Cedar Waxwing 349 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 147 
Pine Warbler 41 
Palm Warbler 3 
Common Yellowthroat 1 
Eastern Towhee 50 
Chipping Sparrow 217 
Field Sparrow 40 
Vesper Sparrow 1 
Savannah Sparrow 24 
Fox Sparrow 6 
Song Sparrow 142 
Swamp Sparrow 18 
White-throated Sparrow 148 
Dark-eyed Junco 145 
Northern Cardinal 157 
Red-winged Blackbird 1512 
Eastern Meadowlark 10 
Common Grackle 8900 
Brown-headed Cowbird 263 
Blackbird species 250000 
Purple Finch 2 
House Finch 46 
Pine Siskin 10 
American Goldfinch 140 
House Sparrow 58 
 
Total Species 85 



 Who said that? It’s the Carolina Wren 
(Thryothorus ludovicianus), one of the most curious 
birds we have in Alabama. The male and female birds 
look alike, but their songs are not alike. The most 
common song of the male is Tea-kettle, but he can 
sing about 40 songs. For such a small size (5-6 
inches), he has a LOUD voice. When you hear him 
sing, you will think he is a big bird. The female song 
sounds more like she is scolding him. It sounds like a 
very fast chich, chich, chich. One captive male Caro-
lina Wren sang about 3,000 times in one day. The 
birds have a white eye stripe with a rusty brown back, 
white throat, and breast and belly are cinnamon col-
ored. They hold their long tails upright. Their bills are 
dark and thin and slightly curved down and their legs 
are pink. 
 
 The Carolina Wren mates for life. Wherever 
they build their nest and claim territory, they stay there 
year-round.  Both male and female birds will build the 
nest together no more than ten feet off the ground. 
The nest is dome shaped with a side entrance. The 
birds will make the nest from twigs and bark strips with 
the inner part of the nest lined with mosses, grasses, 
and/or hair.  Sometimes there will be snakeskin in the 
nest. The female will lay 3-7 creamy white eggs with 
brown spots. She incubates (sits on) the eggs for 12-
16 days. The male and female wrens both take care of 
the young birds. In 12-14 days the young birds leave 
the nest, ready for an adventure. These birds will nest 
in birdhouses you hang in a tree. They are chubby 
birds, so make sure the entrance hole is 1 1/2 inches 
in diameter. 
 
 So, what makes this bird curious? You may 
find this bird nesting in a plant hanging on the porch, 
on the wreath on the door, inside the garage, in a 
boot, in a hat, or in an open drawer in the garage. 
These birds will take any opportunity to explore. They 
hunt for food on the ground, in trees, and birdfeeders. 

They eat insects and spiders and small lizards. They 
will eat seeds and fruit, too. 
  
 Because the Carolina Wren is curious, you 
may see them around your house looking for food or a 
nest site. Keep your garage doors closed! Unfortu-
nately, when people use glue traps outside their 
homes to catch mice or rats, they end up catching 
Carolinas Wrens instead. These glue traps are very 
harmful to the wrens and other birds. It is best not use 
glue traps outside. The stuck birds MUST be taken to 
the Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State 
Park (205-663-7930), or an animal hospital, to be gen-
tly taken out of the glue trap and cleaned up. The birds 
lose so many feathers that they will have to be taken 
care of until new feathers grow back. When the new 
feathers grow back, the birds are released back in the 
wild. 
 

 

A Birdy Curiosity 
“Tea-kettle, tea-kettle, tea-kettle” 
“chich, chich, chich, chich, chich” 



Can you help Mrs. Wren find her way through  
the maze to find her eggs? 

Wanted: Bird Artwork, Stories, Poems and/or Journal Drawings 
 

The topics of the next two issues of Kids Corner are listed below. Have you drawn pictures of birds, written any 
stories or poems that you would like for us to publish?  
 

April – Binoculars and Birds 
May/June – Field Journals 

Send them to: Kids Corner  
  Birmingham Audubon Society 
  P.O. Box 314 
  Birmingham, AL 35201 

(Maze downloaded from http://hereandabove.com/maze/mazeorig.form.html)  



Membership and Participation 
 To join means to unite to form one entity or 
group.  If you are a member of the Birmingham Audu-
bon Society, your union with us has meaning. You have 
consciously decided through your membership to con-
tribute to the success of BAS. You participate in our 
activities by attending field trips, monthly meetings, 
workshops or Audubon Teaches Nature, reading the 
monthly Flicker Flashes or any number of our other ac-
tivities. Through your presence, BAS continues to be an 
established resource for birding, conservation and edu-
cation in Birmingham. Every effort, large or small, from 
a member will make us a stronger organization. There 
is an opportunity for you to join with us whether you are 

a backyard birder, a devoted bird watcher, a habitat 
conservationist, a lifelong lister, or a teacher trying to 
find wisdom worms to feed your chirping nest of stu-
dents. We are here to help you with your passion for 
birds and their habitats.   
 
 BAS is embarking on a drive to connect with 
members to discover how we can better serve you and 
the metro Birmingham area. How can we be a resource 
to you, your family, your schools and your libraries? For 
your thoughts and comments, email Jean Cecil at  
basmember@gmail.com call 541-0684. We want to 
hear from you. 

Volunteers Needed and Welcome! 

            Since its inception in 1946, the Birmingham 
Audubon Society has relied on its members to accom-
plish our chapter’s goals. In fact, until this past year 
everything BAS did was done by volunteers. We now 
have a part-time administrative assistant, Bianca Allen, 
who is of invaluable support. However, with the numer-
ous activities, programs, outings, and services that Bir-
mingham Audubon provides, we continue to depend 
extensively on our members to further our mission. 
 
            We encourage you to contact us if you have an 
interest in helping out in any of the following areas: con-
servation advocacy, environmental education 
(developing or presenting programs to civic organiza-
tions, garden clubs, assisted-living homes, or other or-
ganizations and school programs for children, or help-
ing to administer our mini-grant program), membership 
development, writing for this newsletter, caring for our 
Sessions Sanctuary property or the Watercress Darter 
National Wildlife Refuge in Bessemer of which BAS is 
the official “refuge keeper,” working on our web site, 
publicity, monitoring local Bluebird boxes, and hospital-
ity at meetings. 

            We are not proposing that you make a heavy-
duty commitment to one of those areas.  We welcome 
your ideas, suggestions, and participation in any  
degree. We also welcome recommendations for 
chapter officers and committee members for the 
coming year. 
 
            Volunteer qualifications: Interest in working with 
like-minded people to further the Birmingham Audubon 
mission, “For conservation and greater knowledge of 
birds, as well as other wildlife.” It is NOT necessary to 
be an experienced birder to be an active member. Bir-
mingham Audubon comprises every imaginable level of 
birder. 
             

We look forward to hearing from you  
and working with you! 

  

 

Ann Sweeney - 879-7127 Bob Tate - 967-0304 

Jean Folsom - 823-4019 John Swan - 933-6469 

The Birmingham Zoo and the Birmingham Audubon Society 
Invite you to an Early Bird Breakfast and Bird Walk 

~ a fun-filled outing suitable for the entire family! 
Saturday, April 4, 2009 at 7:00 a.m. 

  This outing will combine two fun-filled 
events into one fabulous occasion for your entire family! 
For years the Birmingham Audubon Society has held a 
bird walk in memory of long-time member Tom Imhof.  
This year we will pair the walk with a new zoo offering: 
an Early Bird Breakfast with the birds!  Please visit the 
zoo web site at http://www.birminghamzoo.com/ for up-
to-date details about the Early Bird Breakfast.  The cost 
for breakfast is $5 for zoo members and $8 for non-
members and includes all day admission to the zoo.  
Please reserve your place by calling Stephanie at the 
Zoo, 397-3859. 
 
 The bird walk will take place immediately fol-
lowing the breakfast, with members of the Birmingham 

Audubon Society and Birmingham Zoo bird curators 
serving as our expert bird guides to help with bird identi-
fication.  The route will take us through the zoo, stop-
ping in the Alabama Wilds and the water retention basin 
area where we are likely to see a variety of spring mi-
grants and resident birds.  The resident birds are sure 
to be in full song and with any luck some of the mi-
grants will too. 
 
Further details will appear in the April issue of the 
Flicker Flashes. 
 
Trip Leaders: Greg Harber, 251-2133, Harriett Wright, 
967-0955 and Elberta Reid, 879-1935. 



 There are more than 1,300 coal ash dumps 
across the U.S. that contain billions of gallons of coal 
ash, fly ash and other by-products of the burning of coal. 
This material contains heavy metals-arsenic, lead, mer-
cury, chromium and selenium, considered to be a threat 
to water supplies and human health. Most of the ponds 
and dumps that hold this ash are unregulated and un-
monitored. A growing amount of ash is being produced 
each year-less than 90 million tons in 1990 to 131 million 
tons in 2007. 
  
 Air pollution controls now capture the contami-
nants that once billowed from smokestacks. Studies have 
shown that ash can leach toxic substances in and around 
ash ponds and dumps, causing human health conditions 
such as cancer and birth defects and severely impacting 
wild life-killing birds and causing developmental problems 
with frogs and fish. Water from drinking wells has been 
found to be contaminated in 26 states, including 3 TVA 
dumps. In Chesapeake, VA, high levels of arsenic and 
other contaminants were found last year in the ground-
water beneath a golf course which had used 1.5 million 
tons of fly ash, the same type of ash that was in the King-
ston spill. The golf course was opened in 2007.  
  
 Miller Steam Plant in NW Jefferson County 
burns 12.5 million tons of coal a year, generating enough 
power to light more than 800,000 homes. It also gener-
ates 1,200 tons of ash daily which contains arsenic, mer-
cury and other heavy metals. 60% is used as construc-
tion materials-the ash can bind with concrete and ce-
ment, therefore not as susceptible to leaching into the 
environment. The remainder is either stacked in a landfill 
or mixed with water. At Miller, the water is piped into a 
77-acre pond and allowed to settle, dropping the metals 
to the bottom. The "77 acre pond" is Porter Lake, once a 
premium birding spot in the county, one of Tom Imhof's 
favorites. Common Loons, wintering ducks and migrating 
shorebirds could be seen.  
  
 With the environmental disaster at the Kingston 
Fossil Plant in Tennessee on Dec. 22, 2008, new atten-
tion is now focused on Alabama Power ash ponds. A 
dam breech at a pond there allowed more than 1 billion 
gallons of coal ash to flow over the surrounding area, 
mainly farm land, destroying a house and burying more 
than 300 acres with a 4" to 6" thick gray sludge. Per an 
Alabama Power spokesman, dams and ponds at its' six 
coal fired plants are checked daily and water quality is 
monitored. Gaston Steam Plant in Shelby County and 
Gorgas Steam Plant in Walker County share a dubious 
distinction-they rank 2nd and 3rd in the country in the 

amount of arsenic deposited in ash ponds for 2000-2006. 
The Greene County Steam Plant in Forkland is also 
ranked in the top 10 arsenic producers. Gaston Steam 
Plant ranks in the top 10 for chromium, lead and nickel. 
All these metals with other contaminants are placed in 
ponds and landfills that have no lining to prevent them 
from seeping into ground water. There are no regulations 
calling for liners.  
  
 State requirements to check this pollution vary. 
In Alabama, there is no regulation at all, except for feder-
ally required water discharge permits. Per an Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) 
spokesman, the agency has been waiting on guidance 
from federal regulators. In Texas, for example, some 
types of coal ash are not considered solid waste. There is 
no groundwater monitoring or engineering requirements 
for the handling and disposal of the matter.  
  
 The lack of uniform regulation stems from the 
inactivity of the EPA, which has been studying the issue 
for 28 years. The director of the office of solid waste 
stated that "they were still working on coming up with 
those standards. We don't have a schedule at this point." 
They got close to designating coal ash as a hazardous 
waste in 2000, but coal industry leaders argued that the 
cost to add or implement stricter controls would be pro-
hibitive. Debate has been ongoing on many fronts since 
then-proper disposal, water quality, cost concerns. In 
2003, TVA considered switching to dry disposal of ash, 
but balked at the estimated $25 million. That is less than 
the cost of cleaning an ash spill in Pennsylvania in 2005 
that was one-tenth the size of the Kingston spill. Con-
gressional hearings are in progress to set standards and 
establish regulations.  
  
 In a separate situation, TVA's Widow Creek Fos-
sil Plant near Stephenson, AL (SW of Chattanooga) ex-
perienced an "incident" in March 2008 where leaks were 
found in gas ducts. An Inspector General report of the 
incident stated that while TVA management made efforts 
to fix the leaks, they put "business operations ahead of 
ethics and compliance." A similar inspection report on the 
Kingston plant found leaks, waterlogged walls and seep-
age for more than two decades. On Jan. 9, 2009, a pond 
at Widow's Creek ruptured, spilling a much smaller 
amount of waste into a settling pond. Some of the waste 
containing gypsum spilled into the creek. Gypsum is a 
naturally occurring mineral that contains calcium sulfate, 
used to make wallboard, cement and fertilizer. This spill 
was not considered harmful to humans or wildlife. 



clip along dotted line 

~ Membership Application ~ 

Birmingham Audubon Society/ �ational Audubon Society 
 
 Name:_______________________________________________________ 
 Address: _____________________________________________________ 
 City:_______________________________  State:__________ Zip:_______ 
 Phone: (      )                                                      
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         
        �   My check for $___________ is enclosed.   
  
         Please make check payable to:  National Audubon Society 
 
         Mail this form and check to:      Birmingham Audubon Society 
                              P.O. Box 314 
                              Birmingham, AL 35201  
         
       Birmingham Audubon Society *AOO7XCH8  

�  Introductory membership ~ $20.00   
 
Includes quarterly subscription to Audubon 
magazine and 8 issues of Flicker Flashes, the 
chapter newsletter. 
Senior (62 & older) and student (full-time) 
memberships available for $15.00. 
(Preferred method of payment for all new mem-
bers is through the chapter, using this form). 

� Regular  membership/Renewals ~ $20.00 
 
The National Audubon Society handles  
membership renewals through their  
Membership Data Center.  Contact them at  
1-800-274-4201 or write them at: 
P.O. Box 52529,  
Boulder, CO 80322-2529.   

 The Audubon Teaches Nature seminar is sure 
to be of interest to many of our members, especially the 
youngest ones who love to get down and play in the dirt!  
What kid can resist turning over a log or a rock in the 
woods to see what lurks beneath? Come to this seminar 
and you’ll learn about these denizens of the forest floor!  
 
 Salamanders are an interesting component of 
the amphibians found in Alabama. They come in a vari-
ety of shapes and colors, and nearly all are found in 
moist places, under logs and rocks or hidden in the leaf 
litter. There are over 40 species of them in Alabama! Dr. 
Bakkegard, a biologist at Samford University, will take 
this opportunity to teach us which ones can be found in 
a woodlot near you! 
 
 We will gather for refreshments prior to the pro-
gram, in the front Observation Room at the Alabama 
Wildlife Center. After refreshments and some social time 
together, we will move to the Oak Mountain Interpretive 

Center auditorium for the program. Door prizes will be 
awarded but you must register and be present in order 
to win.  The programs are free but park admission is 
$3.00 per person. 
 
The next seminar in the schedule: 
 
April 26th: Blooming into Spring ~ Enjoying the 
  Wildflowers Around Us, 
  Jan Midgley 
 
Come early for fellowship and refreshments in the 

Observation Room at The Center! 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
Salamanders Galore ~ Amphibians Abound at Oak Mountain State Park  

Presented by Dr. Kristin Bakkegard, Samford University 
Sunday, March 29, 2009 at 2:00 P.M. 

Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State Park 



Flicker Flashes is published eight times a year by  
the Birmingham Audubon Society. 
Editor: Bianca J. Allen (205) 854-5233 
Ass’t Editor: Greg Harber (205) 251-2133 

Birmingham, Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
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1 
 
7 
 
 
19 
 
 
 
 
21 
 
28 
 
29 

Flicker Flashes articles due, April issue 
 
BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Ruffner Mountain Nature Center 
 
Board Meeting, BZA, 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Pat Byington, The Wilderness Society, 
Topic TBA 
 
BAS Sessions Sanctuary workday (1/2 day) 
 
BAS Field Trip, Perry Lakes Park 
 
Audubon Teaches Nature, 
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

1 
 
4 
 
 

17 - 19 
 
 
23 
 
 
 
25 
 
 
26 

Flicker Flashes articles due, May/June issue 
 
Family Bird Walk - Birmingham Zoo,  
7:30 a.m. 
 
Alabama Ornithological Society meeting, 
Dauphin Island, AL 
 
Board Meeting, BZA, 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
“Members Favorite Slides” 
 
BAS Field Trip, Greenebriar Treasure  
Forest, Eutaw 
 
Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 


