
Sewanee professor David Haskell’s 
interest in the sounds of  nature began, 

as these things so often do, with birdsong.

But while most of  us might be happy to 
tell the trill of  a Pine Warbler from the 
song of  a Chipping Sparrow, Dr. Haskell’s 
aural curiosity knows no bounds. In his 
new book, The Songs of  Trees: Stories from 
Nature’s Great Connectors, the 2013 Pulitzer 
Prize finalist and award-winning author 
of  The Forest Unseen manages to transcend 
birds—and even animals—altogether. 
Instead, he invites the reader to listen 
carefully to the quiet sounds that connect 
plants, animals, and people, whether in 
the jungles of  South America or on the 
streets of  New York City. 

A British-born American, Haskell grew 
up in Paris, where he began listening 
to birds at an early age. He went on to 
earn degrees from Oxford and Cornell, 
and currently serves as Professor of  
Biology and Environmental Studies 
at the University of  the South in 
Sewanee, Tennessee, where his research 
on animal ecology, evolution, and 
conservation has received support from 
the National Science Foundation, the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
the World Wildlife Fund. In recognition 
of  his significant contributions to 
ornithology, he was granted Elective 
Membership in the American 
Ornithologists’ Union in 2005. 

As this year’s Sessions Speaker, Dr. 
Haskell brings his famously lyrical voice 
to our 71st Annual Banquet, hosted once 

again by Protective Life Corporation 
(2801 Highway 280 South). Join us in 
Protective’s Grand Bay Dining Room 
on Thursday, December 7th, for a social 
hour and book signing at 5:30 p.m., 
dinner at 6:30, and Dr. Haskell’s keynote 
address at 7:15. Tickets ($75) are available 
on our website. Please note: registration is 
required and space is limited—don’t miss 
your chance to attend this special event.

THE LATEST

David George Haskell—author, professor, birder—headlines our 71st Annual Banquet

Listening to the Songs of Trees

David George Haskell, author of The Songs of Trees: Stories from Nature’s Great Connectors

Find out what the critics are saying 
about The Songs of  Trees: 

The Guardian: tinyurl.com/guardianhaskell
The Atlantic: tinyurl.com/atlantichaskell
Kirkus Reviews: tinyurl.com/kirkushaskell
Star Tribune: tinyurl.com/stribunehaskell
Advance praise: tinyurl.com/praisehaskell

Birmingham Audubon’s Annual Banquet is made possible through the support of 
Protective Life Corporation. Learn more about Protective and its services at 
www.protective.com.
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Birmingham Audubon is Alabama’s 
leading nonprofit organization promoting 
conservation and a greater knowledge of 
birds, their habitats, and the natural world.

To register, visit birminghamaudubon.org/annualbanquet
or call Membership & Volunteer Manager Chris Sykes at 205-719-3678 ext. 1
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10 November
Friday

06 November 
Monday

University of Alabama at Birmingham 
PhD student Lydia Moore, recipient 
of a 2017 Walter F. Coxe Research 
Grant, rounds out our November 16th 
program featuring Birmingham Audubon 
supported research.

Gosse Nature Walk #9: Birmingham Botanical Gardens, noon to 
2 p.m. Special guest Chris Oberholster, Birmingham Audubon’s 
Partnership & Policy Director, joins us for some botanizing in 
the Barber Alabama Woodlands and Kaul Wildflower Garden. 
Meetup is at noon in the Gardens’ Blount Plaza. Details and 
registration on our website:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2017-11-10-2

Tom Imhof Memorial Beginner Birdwalk at Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. 8–11 a.m. Learn the basics of birding 
with Birmingham Audubon Outreach Director Ansel Payne.  
Register online at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2017-11-10-1

Monthly Nature Program, “Birmingham Audubon Supported 
Research,” with special guests Lydia Moore (recipient of a 
2016 Walter F. Coxe Research Grant) and Alaina Lamb (our 
inaugural UAB Birmingham Audubon Scholar). Reception starts 
at 6:30 p.m., talks run from 7–8:30 p.m., in the Hodges Room at 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2017-11-16/

29 November 
Wednesday

Introduction to Birds & Birding (Day V). 6:30–8:30 p.m., at the 
Birmingham office (3720 4th Ave S) This class is currently full.

13 November 
Monday

NOVEMBER CALENDAR

16 November 
Thursday

Birding trip: Camp Winnataska  
Details on page 4.

04 November
Saturday

Junior Board meets, 6 p.m. (Birmingham office)

18 November
Saturday

Board of Directors meets, 5:45 p.m. at Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens.

Introduction to Birds & Birding (Day VI). 6:30–8:30 p.m., at our 
Birmingham offices (3720 4th Ave S) This class is currently full.

Birding trip: Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge  
Details on page 4.

07 November 
Tuesday

Conservation Committee meets, 7 p.m. (Birmingham office)

15 November 
Wednesday

Membership Committee meets, 8:30 a.m. (Birmingham office)

23 November 
Thursday

Birmingham Audubon offices are closed for the Thanksgiving 
holiday.

24 November 
Friday

Birmingham Audubon offices are closed.

University of Alabama at Birmingham 
graduate student and Birmingham 
Audubon Scholar Alaina Lamb joins us 
for the first of two talks on November 
16th, in the Hodges Room at Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. 

12 November 
Sunday

Exploring Natural Alabama: Crazy for Cranes. 2–4 p.m., at 
Alabama Wildlife Center (100 Terrace  Drive, Pelham). Join staff 
from Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge for a talk on Alabama’s 
beloved Sandhills and Whoopers. Details at our website:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2017-11-12
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

Find this year’s full calendar on our website: birminghamaudubon.org/events

01 December
Friday

Gosse Nature Walk #10: Railroad Park, noon to 2 p.m. Special 
guest Greg Harber joins us for midday birding at one of 
Birmingham’s great urban parks. Meetup is at noon in front of 
the Boxcar Café, just north of the intersection of 17th Street 
and 1st Avenue South. Details and registration on our website:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2017-12-01

07 December
Thursday

2017 Annual Banquet: Join Sessions Speaker David George 
Haskell on a whirlwind tour of The Songs of Trees. Social hour 
and book signing at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:30, keynote at 7:15 
in the Grand Bay Dining Room at Protective Life Corporation 
(2801 Highway 280 South). Tickets: $75/person. 
Register online at: 

birminghamaudubon.org/annualbanquet

23 December
Saturday

82nd-Annual Christmas Bird Count. Join us as we scour the 
metropolitan area, surveying overwintering bird populations 
and contributing to a nearly century-long dataset covering 
Birmingham’s avifauna. Join a certified field party, or count at 
your home feeder. Details/protocols available on our website:

birminghamaudubon.org/cbc

Education Committee meets, 6 p.m. (Birmingham office) 05 December
Tuesday

Junior Board meets, 6 p.m. (Birmingham office)

Deadline for researchers to submit Walter F. Coxe Research 
Grant applications. Details and forms available at: 

birminghamaudubon.org/waltercoxe

15 December
Friday

Membership Committee meets, 8:30 a.m. (Birmingham office) 20 December
Wednesday

25 December
Monday

26 December
Tuesday

Birmingham Audubon offices are closed for the Christmas 
holiday.

Birmingham Audubon offices are closed.

The tenth installation of our popular Gosse 
Nature Walk series takes us to Railroad 
Park, a beautifully designed, award-
winning urban green space located in 
the heart of downtown Birmingham. 
Photo: Cooper’s Hawk by Matt Hunter

MEMBERSHIP

Make it a happy holiday for the people (and the birds) you love

Gift memberships available now

Not sure what to get that special “bird nerd” in your life? Consider surprising them with a Birmingham Audubon gift 
membership. For just $20/year, members receive discounts at local retailers, reduced tuition for our adult-education 
courses, a subscription to Flicker Flashes, and more. All memberships support Birmingham Audubon’s ongoing efforts 
to improve local habitat, broaden nature awareness, and advocate on behalf of Alabama birds. 

birminghamaudubon.org/giftmembership 
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FIELD TRIPS

Join us for two great field trips this holiday season
Lots of calling birds (no French hens)

This month’s half-day field trip takes us to St. Clair County and historic Camp Winnataska for a first look at this season’s 
overwintering bird fauna. Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Brook Highland Plaza Chick-fil-A (5375 Highway 280), just off US-
280 in Hoover. From there, we’ll head up AL-119 to US-78, then south on Camp Winnataska Road to our destination. 
As always, remember to bring plenty of water and snacks, a tank full of gas, insect repellent, rain gear, sunblock, and 
seasonally appropriate attire. For the latest bird observations from the camp, visit ebird.org/ebird/hotspot/L1089986.

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2017-11-04
Trip leaders: Susan Barrow (205-253-8667) and Matt Hunter (205-915-8186) 

Camp Winnataska
Half-day trip, Saturday, 04 November, 7 a.m. to noon

Questions about accessibility? Email us (info@birminghamaudubon.org) for more information about how we can 
meet your needs.

Decatur’s Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge is a winter haven for numerous waterfowl species, thousands of Sandhill 
Cranes, and a small, but increasingly reliable, population of overwintering Whooping Cranes—still one of the world’s 
most endangered bird species. (There are around six hundred individuals alive today, up from an almost-unbelievable 
low of just twenty-three in 1941.) As such, Wheeler holds a special place in the hearts of Alabama nature lovers, and a 
priority spot on every southern birder’s bucket list. Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the Fultondale Chick-fil-A (215 Howell Street), 
located off I-65 (Exit 267) on Walker Chapel Road. Together, we’ll caravan and carpool up the interstate toward 
Decatur and the Priceville exit (Exit 334) to reconvene around 8:15 a.m. at a Hardee’s located at 3241 Point Mallard 
Parkway SE. After a short break, we’ll head from there to the refuge entrance, just a mile or two up the road. A birding 
trip to Wheeler can turn into a long day, so remember to bring plenty of water and snacks, a full tank of gas, insect 
repellent, rain gear, sunblock, and seasonally appropriate—in this case, warmly layered—attire. 

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2017-11-18
Trip leader: Greg Harber (205-807-8055; day of field trip only) 

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge
Full-day trip, Saturday, 18 November, meetup at 7 a.m.

URBAN HABITAT

Jones Valley Teaching Farm’s new Chimney Swift tower is open for business
Studio apartment seeks new tenants

When local Chimney Swift populations return from South America next spring, 
at least one lucky breeding pair is in for a treat. Thanks to the fundraising 
efforts of Birmingham Audubon’s Junior Board, the enthusiasm of Jones 
Valley Teaching Farm, and the construction prowess of volunteer carpenter 
Lynn Newton, downtown Birmingham now boasts a brand-new, twelve-
foot Chimney Swift tower on the corner of Reverend Abraham Woods Jr 
Boulevard and 26th Street North. Our Junior Board hopes this new nesting 
site—a seemless merger of native-species habitat and human engineering 
prowess—will be the first of many such Birmingham Audubon-sponsored 
towers to pop up throughout the metro area. 

Check out press coverage from WIAT CBS 42: tinyurl.com/wiatswift

...and from WVTM NBC 13: tinyurl.com/wvtmswift

Bring more swift towers in Birmingham! Visit birminghamaudubon.org/swifts



November/December 2017

82ND BIRMINGHAM CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Count birds with Birmingham Audubon
Join us as we track local avian populations for the eighty-second year

2017 field-party leaders
Section 1:  John Imhof (205-995-0688)

Section 2:  Greg Harber (205-807-8055)

Sections 3/4:  Matt Hunter (205-592-4125)

Sections 5/6/7: Pelham Rowan (205-970-0844)

Sections 8/9: Rick Kittinger (205-503-3767) 

Sections 10/11: Anne Miller (205-902-1389)

Section 12:  David George (205-477-5074)

To inquire about joining a field party, email  Birmingham 
Audubon Outreach Director Ansel Payne, Subject line: 
“CBC”: anselpayne@birminghamaudubon.org

Seasonal bird counts have been a central part of  Birmingham Audubon’s work ever since its founding back in 1946. This year, 
we’re continuing that tradition with four great counts, including this one, our eighty-second annual Christmas Bird Count, 
scheduled for Saturday, December 23rd. 

Together, we’ll spend the day in small groups surveying bird populations at a wide variety of  sites located within a fifteen-mile-
diameter “count circle,” centered near the intersection of  Overton Road and Highway 280. Overwintering visitors, resident hawks, 
large waders, even common birds like Northern Mockingbirds and American Robins, are all fair game—each sighting contributes 
to a nearly century-long dataset with important information on shifting ranges, the effects of  urbanization, and climate-related 
population changes. 

Because this is a coordinated scientific survey, we require all participants to RSVP at least a week before the count. To do so, 
visit our Christmas Bird Count page (birminghamaudubon.org/cbc) or send an email to the Outreach Director (anselpayne@
birminghamaudubon.org), subject line: “Christmas Bird Count,” with your contact information (cell, email) and what times you’d 
like to participate. You should also let us know if  you’re new to bird counts, as we’ll need to send further instructions on how to 
participate, what to expect, &c. (Don’t be intimidated, though! We strongly encourage participation by new and inexperienced 
birders—nothing quite builds expertise like a day-long count in the company of  a seasoned birder.)

As always with our counts, we’ll meet up at the end of  the day (in this case, 5 p.m.) for refreshments, good conversation, and 
the evening “compilation,” the somtimes raucous process by which the day’s final bird list is assembled. (This is also your best 
opportunity to brag about all those unusual sightings you managed to get—so long as you bring proof  of  the really rare ones!) 

Compilation details: 5 p.m. at Elberta Reid’s home in Mountain Brook (2616 Mountain Brook Parkway)

Contacts: Greg Harber (205-807-8055; day of  count only) will coordinate the count, with help from Birmingham Audubon 
Outreach Director Ansel Payne and Program & Science Director Andy Coleman. 

Live within the circle and want to count at your feeder? Visit birminghamaudubon.org/science/how-to-count for protocols. 
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CONSERVATION

Alabama’s Forever Wild program protects a variety of important ecosystems throughout our 
state, from the rocky woodlands of the Walls of Jericho tract (upper left) to the tupelo bottom-
lands of the Sipsey River Swamp tract (lower left) to the carnivorous-plant-supporting boglands 
of the Splinter Hill Bog addition (right). Safeguarding this important program will continue to 
require citizen vigilance and action as we enter the next legislative session. 

Photos: Beth Maynor Finch, all rights reserved. 

Fighting for public lands
Expect another year of challenges for Alabama’s popular Forever Wild program

Chris Oberholster, Birmingham Audubon Partnership & Policy Director

Alabama’s Forever Wild Land Trust 
protects our state’s clean drinking water, 
pristine recreational lands, and invaluable  
hunting and fishing opportunities for 
future generations. Managed by the 
Alabama Department of  Conservation & 
Natural Resources (ADCNR), this vital 
program helps keep Alabama’s beautiful 
outdoor spaces—including the Mobile-
Tensaw Delta, the Walls of  Jericho, Old 
Cahawba Prairies, and Sipsey River, 
among many others—open and accessible 
to everyone for birding, hiking, fishing, 
and many other outdoor recreational 
activities. Thank you once again for the 
actions so many of  you took earlier this 
year to defend against legislative efforts to 
undermine this program.

One place that Forever Wild has helped 
to protect that is special to me personally 
is Grand Bay Savanna in south Mobile 
County. My first assignment when hired 
by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in 
1991 was to conduct biological surveys 
and talk with landowners in the Grand 
Bay area, from Pascagoula to Alabama 
Point. Back then, only a few thousand 
acres of  this vast stretch of  coastline were 
protected, mostly within the Grand Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge on the Alabama-
Mississippi line. Over subsequent years, 
efforts by TNC, Forever Wild, and the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service have steadily 
protected more and more habitat there. 

On October 20th, I attended an event in 
Bayou La Batre to celebrate the recent 
acquisition by TNC of  2,460 acres of  
coastal marshes, bayous, pine savannas, 
and swamps in south Mobile County. 
Protected with funding from the National 
Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), the 
property will be transfered to Forever 
Wild to be added to the 6,500 acres that 
the program already protects in its Grand 
Bay Savanna tract. 

Joined by Governor Kay Ivey, ADCNR 
Commissioner Chris Blankenship, elected 
officials, conservation partners, and 
members of  the local community, we 
could all look out at Mississippi Sound 
knowing that the marshes and waters 
along the coast will continue to serve as 
fertile grounds for shrimp, oysters, game 
fish, and, of  course, birds. (The area 

protects the last remaining areas where 
Reddish Egrets are known to breed in the 
state.) Thanks to Forever Wild and similar 
efforts across the border in Mississippi, 
more than 25,000 contiguous acres of  
natural habitat have been protected and 
are currently open to the public for 
outdoor recreation in these special, wild 
landscapes. 

Beyond its clear recreational and 
environmental value, continuing to 
preserve publicly accessible natural lands 
just makes good economic sense. A 
recent Return-on-Investment analysis 
of  the Forever Wild program conducted 
by the Trust for Public Land shows that 
for every $1 in public funds invested 
to purchase lands, $5 are returned to 
the state in goods and services. These 
benefits are a result of  the critical role 
that Forever Wild lands play in supporting 
local economies with taxes generated 
from tourism and outdoor recreation, 

wetlands buffering against floods and 
storm surges, forests filtering water, and 
many other environmental services. But 
much more work remains to be done 
to ensure that communities across the 
state can experience the benefits of  the 
program. 

One thing is clear, however: the voters 
have spoken. Forever Wild was voted 
on by constitutional amendment in 1992 
and passed with 83% of  the vote. The 
program was reauthorized in 2012 with 
75% of  vote.  Any proposed legislation 
that would threaten Forever Wild’s ability 
to purchase future lands for hunting 
and recreation (as has happened in the 
last two legislative sessions) is clearly 
unacceptable to the people of  Alabama. 

We will all need to remain vigilant 
during the upcoming year to ensure this 
worhwhile program’s success far into the 
future. 
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ANNUAL FUND

And now a word from our flock
Members tell us what Birmingham Audubon means to them

Phyllis Clay, Irondale
Member since 2015

Through attending Birmingham Audubon’s beginner’s birding classes and 
participating in their walks and outings, I’ve gained knowledge, inspiration, and 
respect for my fellow birders and for nature. I can remember a stop during one 
of the Greensboro trips when several of the other members paused to observe 
some butterflies and other insects...I was envious, and secretly pledged to 
learn more about the insects that play their part in our wonderful environment! 

One of the greatest life changes to come from my interaction with Birmingham 
Audubon is becoming more aware of the co-dependency of species in our 
environment...I’ve begun to make a commitment to this premise by planting 
pollinator-friendly plants and shrubs, and by eliminating chemical products. 

Isabel Watson and Garrett Crosby, Vestavia Hills
Members since 2017

Becoming members has been such a great way to find local birding hotspots, 
link up with a community of like-minded people, and attend well-organized 
birding trips. At a recent “Swift Night Out,” we gathered downtown on top of 
a parking deck to release rehabilitated Chimney Swifts, learn more about their 
behavior and nesting habits, and see them form their beautiful “swiftnados.” 
The event was not only educational, but a nice way to bring people together 
to watch the sunset and enjoy the cityscape...

It’s moving to see people come out to engage collectively with the environment. 
At a time when it often feels like there’s a risk of pervasive disengagement with 
nature, this collective excitement and awareness makes us feel hopeful. 

Birmingham Audubon has been connecting the people of  central Alabama to birds and bird habitats for over seventy 
years. During that time, we’ve helped to coordinate one of  the longest running Christmas Bird Counts in the country 
(see page 5), taught thousands of  schoolchildren to identify their backyard birds, led countless field trips to some of  the 
best birding locations in Alabama, and worked tirelessly on behalf  of  birds and their habitats. 
At the heart of  all that work are the hundreds of  members who help make Birmingham Audubon the vital, vibrant 
organization it is today. We asked three of  them to tell us their stories about what our organization means to them, and 
this is what they told us: 

Contribute to the 2017 Annual Fund
We’re asking for your contribution in support of the programs and work of Birmingham Audubon, a staffed 501(c)3 
nonprofit promoting conservation and a greater knowledge of birds, their habitats, and the natural world. Your 
donations fund our local work, which includes conservation efforts, educational programs, and recreational birding 
right here in Birmingham. 

Visit birminghamaudubon.org/annualfund for more information. 
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MISSION

To promote conservation and a greater 
knowledge of birds, their habitats, and 
the natural world. 
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“It might almost be said that the birds are all birds of the poets and of no one else, 
because it is only the poetical temperament that fully responds to them.”

—John Burroughs, Birds and Poets (1877)


