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May 2010 
1 45th Annual BAS Spring Bird Count 

13-16 Audubon Mountain Workshop 

23 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

5 CANCELLED -  
BAS Field Trip, Little River Canyon 

June 2010 

24 BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding 

31 BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding 

July 2010 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, September issue 

August 2010 
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Audubon Teaches Nature 
“Swamp Life at Ebenezer”  

Presented by: Dr. Mike Hardig, University of Montevallo 
Sunday, May 23, 2010 at 2:00 P.M.  

The Oak Mountain Interpretive Center at Oak Mountain State Park 

Everyone is invited to join us on May 23rd for our final 
Audubon Teaches Nature seminar of the 2009-2010 se-
ries.  Mike Hardig will be our featured speaker and his 
topic will be of special interest to those who regularly go 
birding at Ebenezer Swamp in Shelby County. 
 
The University of Montevallo web site (http://
www.montevallo.edu/biology/EbenezerSwamp.shtm) 
lists a wealth of information about the swamp: Ebe-
nezer Swamp Ecological Preserve is located 
on Spring Creek, approximately 6 miles 
northeast of the University. Ebenezer 
swamp consists of sixty acres of wooded 
wetlands and is home to numerous spe-
cies of fungi, plants, and animals. 
 
The forest is dominated for the most part 
by Tupelo Gum (Nyssa aquatica), with occa-
sional Red Maple (Acer rubrum), Loblolly Pine 
(Pinus taeda), Sweet Bay (Magnolia virginiana), Tulip 
Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera), and Sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis). The dominant animal life form is the Bea-
ver (Castor canadensis); water impounded behind sev-
eral beaver dams along Spring Creek has a pronounced 
effect on the ecology of the preserve. Other animal in-
habitants include the American Woodcock (Philohela 
minor), Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) Great Blue Heron 

(Ardea herodia), Timber Rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus), 
Water Moccasin (Agkistrodon piscivorus), Copperhead 
(Agkistrodon contortrix), Raccoon (Procyon lotor), Opos-
sum (Didelphis marsupialis virginiana), and various spe-
cies of freshwater clams. 
 
The preserve is also home to numerous herbaceous 
plant species, including three species of orchids 

(Platanthera flava, Ponthieva racemosa and 
Tipularia discolor) and a rare species of 

cone-flower (Rudbeckia auriculata). Ebene-
zer Swamp is used for teaching and re-
search purposes. Ongoing research pro-
jects include water quality testing and sur-
veys of vegetation and macroinvertebrate 

diversity. 
 

Ebenezer Swamp was generously donated to 
the University of Montevallo by Mrs. Mildred Orr of 

Montevallo. 
 
Come early for fellowship and refreshments in the 
Observation Room at the Alabama Wildlife Center!  
Then, at 2:00 p.m., we’ll walk next door to the Interpre-
tive Center for the program.  Door prizes will be awarded 
but you must register to be eligible and be present to 
win.  Park admission is $3.00 but the program is free. 

Stay in Touch with Birmingham Audubon this Summer 

Since this is our last issue of Flicker Flashes until September, you will want to visit the BAS website for updates, 
postings of summer field trips and other fun happenings. 
 
Also remember, if you misplace your Flicker Flashes, details of the field trips, monthly meetings, dates of Audubon 
Teaches Nature, Audubon Mountain Workshop, and the Flicker Flashes archives are all found at our new and im-
proved website. 
 
 Check us out at www.birminghamaudubon.org 
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March 10 through March 29, 2010  

Not many migrants have been seen so far. A few hummers, swallows, and shorebirds have been reported. So, keep 
your binoculars handy. 

Other sightings were: 

03/10 Purple Martin; Rough-winged Swallow; Lake Purdy (HW,AC). 

03/15 Eastern Bluebird; “First I have seen on my lunchtime walk in thirty years” Caldwell Park Southside 
(RR). 

03/16 Wood Duck; Blue-headed Vireo, “probably nesting at nearby Butler Mountain;” According to Bill 
Sumerour, they nest very early. Clay (BS,MS). 

03/19 Red-tailed Hawk (3); Red-headed Woodpecker and Northern Flicker; Eastern Bluebird; Yellow-
rumped Warbler; Sparrows-Vesper, Song, and White-throated; Northern Junco; many of the regulars, 
mostly Northern Mockingbird, “A very good day at Elmwood Cemetery.” (KA). 

03/29 Ruby-throated Hummingbird; Gallion (DS,JS). 
 
White-winged Scoter; Guntersville (HK,MS and Tuesday group). 

03/27 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (16); Central Park  west  Birmingham, “ very excited about the neighborhood 
rookery” (CR). 

03/25 Common Loon (15); Lake Purdy (SW). 

03/21 American Golden Plover (14); Sandpipers- Least, Pectoral,  and Lesser Yellowlegs; Wilson’s Snipe; 
swallows (four species); Sunbelt Sod Farm. Gulls- Bonaparte’s and Ring-billed; Forster’s Tern; Ducks- 
American Wigeon, Blue-winged Teal; Redhead, Ring-necked, Lesser Scaup, and Red-breasted Mer-
ganser; Logan Martin Dam (GJ,DJ). 
 
Bufflehead (m/f); Double-crested Cormorant (30); Broad-winged Hawk; Logan Martin Lake (RC). 

03/20 Louisiana Waterthrush; Near Lake Purdy (HW). 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for September FF at least five days before the August 1st deadline to: 
Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 

Ken Archambault 
Alice Christenson 
Ross Cohen 
Greg and Debi Jackson 
Helen Kittinger 
Rick Remy 
Carolyn Roberson 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
Don and Judy Self 
Maureen Shaffer 
Bill Summerour 
Steve Wise 
Harriett Wright 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society/National Audubon Society 

 

Yearly membership includes a quarterly subscription to Audubon magazine  
and 8 issues of Flicker Flashes, the Birmingham chapter newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________  State: __________  Zip: _________ 
Phone: (      ) ______________________ 

!!!!  Introductory Membership ~ $20.00 !!!!  Membership Renewal  ~ $20.00 

Mail application and check to: 
 

National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 422250 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250 
 

Phone: 1-800-274-4201 

Mail application and check to: 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 
 

Phone: 205-714-8227 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   
 

Please make all checks payable to:  National Audubon Society 

Birmingham Audubon Society C0ZA0000Z  

! Senior (62 & better) and ! student (full-time) memberships available for $15.00 

clip along dotted line 

 
In addition to the popular polo and denim shirts BAS now has a long-sleeved, cotton-blend  

shirt available in many colors.  To view the shirt and color selection, go to the website: 
 

http://www.birminghamaudubon.org/aboutus/bas-merchandise 

New BAS Shirt Available 

ment plants in Louisiana, Mississippi and Georgia. The 
landfill operators have notified ADEM that they are trying 
to reduce the excess wastewater, partly by using lime 
and soil to acidify it.  An ADEM spokesman, Scott 
Hughes, stated that the landfill is monitored and no rules 
violations were found in the removal of the water. There 
are no restrictions on where the landfill operators send 
the water, as long as the recipients have proper permits 

to treat it. Currently, the plant at Demopolis is the only 
treatment plant receiving the water, even though plant 
operators failed to renew their wastewater operating per-
mit.  Pending renewal of their permit, the Demopolis 
plant has been granted a State Special Order, which 
includes a proposal for additional monitoring of the wa-
ter. According to Mr. Hughes, if the toxic metals concen-
tration levels in the water meet standards, there is no 
limit to how much waste water Demopolis can take.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Here follows a summary of environmental and conserva-
tion issues which have come to light in the past few 
months: 
 
Nearly a third of the nation's bird species are endan-
gered, threatened or declining according to the U.S. De-
partment of Interior’s annual "State of the Birds Report" 
released in early March. Factors listed as threats to birds 
include destruction of habitat and loss of wetlands, pesti-
cides, and competition and predation by invasive species 
including domestic cats. For the first time, climate 
change is also specifically identified as posing a direct 
threat to native birds. The report states that the oceanic 
species and shorebirds are the most vulnerable to cli-
mate change due to rapidly changing marine ecosystems 
and rising sea levels.  To read the report, see 
www.stateofthebirds.org. 
 
Although conservation groups such as the American Bird 
Conservancy, National Audubon Society, and The Wild-
life Society have taken a position that feral cat colonies 
are direct threats to native bird populations, a movement 
has been rapidly gaining strength in recent years to pro-
mote feral cat colonies as a long-term solution to the 
problem of over-population of domestic cats. In June, 
2005, the Los Angeles Board of Animal Services Com-
missioners adopted the controversial practice of "Trap, 
Neuter, Release" (TNR) of feral cats as their preferred 
method of controlling feral cat populations. Now a supe-
rior court judge in Los Angeles has ruled in favor of a 
coalition of conservation groups, including three local 
Audubon chapters, and the American Bird Conservancy, 
who sued to stop the city’s TNR program pending envi-
ronmental review. Studies have repeatedly shown that 
TNR does not work in reducing feral cat populations, 
while scientists estimate that owned and feral domestic 
cats are responsible for the deaths of close to a billion 
birds a year. According to the National Audubon Society, 
“House cats are non-native predators. Even with a full 
stomach, their instinct to hunt drives them to stalk and kill 
available prey. In a wildlife-friendly yard, birds, small 
mammals, and even large insects are sitting ducks for 
the well-designed feline carnivore. House cats are effec-
tive hunters but unnatural predators in any outdoor set-
ting. By killing millions of birds each year in North Amer-
ica alone, cats have a negative and dangerous impact on 
bird populations.” For more information on the American 
Bird Conservancy’s Cats Indoors Campaign, see 
www.abcbirds.org/cats 
 

Results of the third year of U.S. Nightjar Surveys spon-
sored by the Center for Conservation Biology have now 
been published. 249 routes were covered, resulting in a 
tally of 348 Common Nighthawks, 708 Chuck- will-
widows, 392 Whip-poor-wills, 168 Common Poorwills, 
128 Lesser Nighthawks and 1 Common Pauraque. This 
survey is intended to track population trends of nightjars, 
assessing the influence of landscape composition, pri-
marily in the Southeast and Midwest. The survey is lim-
ited to a few weeks a year, to take advantage of the 
bright full moon. Poor viewing conditions-rain and over-
cast skies-prevented a large number of volunteer survey-
ors, this writer among them, from being able to complete 
their routes. 
 
The Florida Scrub-Jay continued to decline in 2009, ac-
cording to The Nature Conservancy Jay Watch Report. 
The Jay, endemic to fire-maintained sandy oak scrub in 
central Florida, was designated a threatened species in 
1987 due to loss and degradation of habitat.  More than 
one-third of surveyed sites had vegetation too tall for the 
Jays and more than half had too little bare ground, which 
is used to store acorns for the winter. This report high-
lighted the need for more controlled burns to restore the 
habitat. 
 
New concerns plague the Perry County, AL coal ash dis-
posal process. At Arrowhead Landfill near Uniontown, 
the heavy rains of this winter and spring have forced the 
landfill operators to deal with up to 100,000 gallons of 
poisoned water. At first the water was sent to wastewater 
treatment plants in Marion and Demopolis. In December, 
after the occurrence of ammonia problems at the Marion 
plant (said to be unrelated by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency), the landfill started using a commercial 
wastewater treatment plant in Mobile, Liquid Environ-
mental Solutions. As reported in the April Conservation 
Corner, LES has since declined to accept the "coal ash 
leachate" from the landfill because of concerns about 
payment and public pressure to protect local water qual-
ity.  
 
In the meantime, the wastewater problem remains unre-
solved.  Phill-Con, which has a $95 million contract with 
TVA to dispose of the ash, has declined to discuss the 
disposal problem. A landfill management plan is awaiting 
action by the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management (ADEM) for tanker trucks to haul the 
tainted water to two, possibly three, wastewater treat-

(Continued on page 7) 
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Summer Field Trips 

Kites, Wood Storks and More!  
 
Saturday, July 24, 2010 (Autaugaville, Prattville and catfish ponds south of Greensboro) - 
7:00 a.m. 
 
Saturday, July 31, 2010 (Gainesville and Aliceville) - 7:00 a.m. 

We are once again offering two summer field trips in 
search of kites and storks, and lots of them.  If you have 
never witnessed the spectacle of Mississippi and Swal-
low-tailed Kites feeding on the wing, you are missing one 
of the most spectacular aerial shows on earth.  Kites are 
regular late summer visitors to the Tombigbee and Ala-
bama River systems in the upper coastal plain.  It is truly 
a sight to behold, watching these graceful birds of prey 
as they soar over the fields, catching insects on the wing. 
 
Hopefully, we will also see Wood Storks on these out-
ings, especially on the July 31st field trip to Gaines-
ville.  Wood Storks have to be one of the 
homeliest creatures the good Lord ever 
made, but in the air their striking black 
and white forms are beautiful sights in-
deed.  You won't want to miss any of 
these field trip offerings so mark your 
calendars now and be brave against the 
summer heat!  Here are the details: 
 
Saturday, July 24th trip: We will likely head to the 
Prattville/Autaugaville area as we have in 
previous years but there is a chance 
we may travel to the Camden area 
instead.  Some summers the kites are 
there in large numbers just prior to their arrival at the 
Autaugaville “Kite Field.”  Depending on the pre-trip 
scouting reports from Tommy Pratt we may opt for Cam-
den, which would give us a chance to visit the local gal-
lery to view the famous quilts of Gees Bend. 
 
Our departure point will be the same regardless of our 
ultimate destination: the McDonalds on US-31 in Hoover, 
across from the Galleria.  Plan to depart at 7:00 a.m. and 
caravan to our destination from there.  We will have 
lunch at Chef Lee’s in Autaugaville (or a local eatery in 
Camden) to take a break from the heat we will likely ex-
perience. 
 

After lunch, for those who wish to continue their summer 
adventure, we’ll drive to the numerous catfish ponds 
south of Greensboro.  Many summers Wood Storks by 
the hundreds can be seen loitering around these ponds, 
and migrating Black Terns are always a possibility.  Feel 
free to contact me a couple of days before the trip for 
further updates and I can give you a firm destination at 
that time. 

 
Saturday, July 31st trip:  The ever-
popular Galleria McDonalds will serve 
as our departure point for this trip as 
well.  Plan to leave at 7:00 a.m. again.  

We will caravan west on I-59/20 to the 
rest area just east of exit #32.  We will 
take a rest break there and then travel by 

way of CR-20 (exit #32) to the Gainesville 
lock facility on AL-39.  Those wishing to 

meet us at the lock facility should be there at 
9:00 a.m., at the access road on the east 

side of the river, south of CR-20.  Once 
we have birded this locale we’ll head 

north toward Aliceville, making stops in 
the New West Greene community and 

other birding sites along the way.  Lunch 
will be indoors at a local restaurant to 
add a boost to the local economy!  Next 

we’ll head south down the west side of the Tombigbee 
River, looking for kites, Wood Storks and Grasshopper 
Sparrows along CR-85.  The general store in Gainesville 
will be our final stop for the day, where an ice cream 
treat will surely fortify our sun-baked bones! 
 
Remember, these trips will be daylong affairs so plan 
accordingly and bring plenty of drinks and snacks in ad-
dition to a full tank of gas, insect repellent, rain gear, and 
appropriate summer attire. 
 
Trip Leader for both of these trips:  Greg Harber, 251-
2133 or gharber@mindspring.com 

June 5th Field Trip to Little River Canyon Cancelled 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we will not be offering the previously scheduled field trip on June 5th to the Little 
River Canyon.  We hope you will join us for our other summer field trips in July. 
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As you spend more and more time outside, have you 
noticed the new houses that have been built in your 
neighborhood?  No, not people houses but the bird 
“houses” or nests. Every year birds will build a nest, or 
rework a former nest, to raise their young. Have you no-
ticed the old bird nests on tree branches this past winter? 
They are easy to see on the deciduous trees (trees that 
lose all their leaves during the winter.) You probably no-
ticed the outside of these twiggy, cup-shaped nests but 
have you ever looked inside them? Birds will line their 
nests with grass, moss, feathers, and animal fur.  Some 
birds that use twigs or branches to build their nests are 
robins, crows, hawks and eagles. Did you know that the 
largest Bald Eagle’s nest was located in Florida, was as 
large as a Volkswagen car and weighed as much as 3 
tons? How did the eagles spend so much time building 
such a large nest and lay eggs, incubate them and raise 
their young? They reuse their nests year after year! 
 
Other nest materials include: 
• Mud - Purple Martins, Swallow species 
• Rocks or gravel - Killdeer 
• Dried grass and pine needles - Bluebirds 
• Spanish Moss - Northern Parula 
• Spider webs, lichens - Hummingbirds 
• No nesting materials - Turkey Vultures 
• Snakeskin - Great Crested Flycatcher 

Brown-headed Cowbirds lay their eggs in other birds’ 
nests and let those other birds raise their young! 

Not all nests are in trees or cup-shaped either: 
• On ground in gravel - Killdeer 
• On high rocky areas -Turkey Vultures 
• On sandy beaches along Alabama’s Gulf Coast -

Plover species 
• Dent in ground lined with leaves - Turkey 
• Woven grass nest hanging from tree - Orchard Oriole 
• Holes in trees - Woodpecker species and Wood 

Ducks 
• Shallow bowl of grass - Canada Goose 
• Woven cattail leaves - Red-winged Blackbirds 
• Dome shaped leaves on ground - Eastern Meadow-

lark 
• Dome shaped woven leaves with side entrance -

Ovenbird 
 
As you can tell from the types of materials birds use in 
their nests, they use what they can find in nature. Some-
times birds will use different kinds of paper or plastic, 
and/or silk or plastic flowers in their nests. What does 
that tell you? The birds will use trash they find in their 
habitat. Is that a good or bad for the bird?  Write to Kid’s 
Corner and tell us what you think! 
 
What other types of nests can you find? Sketch or 
write about your findings and send them to Kid’s Corner 
at the address below. Do not touch the bird nests. 
Please remember that most birds are protected by sev-
eral federal laws, which includes protection of their nests, 
eggs, feathers, or any part of the bird. 

Summer Birding Activity 
By Shirley Farrell 

 
Please write to Kid’s Corner and let us know about 
any bird nests or baby birds that you see! 
 
Birmingham Audubon Society 
Attn: Kid’s Corner 
P.O. Box 314 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
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L P E R G A S O G D I P 

J E L I S S I P O M L A 

H Y A A E X W M I I U L 

E B N V S R T D C D K C 

M O A D E S E H N V O W 

I R Q S T L D R E A D S 

G X O R S I P R W N S N 

B U G C U P P E R S G J 

Y N K A M D B A I H O Q 

T S U L G F D P R O S M 

Can you find the Nesting Materials? 
 

Find these words up, down, backwards, forwards, or diagonally, but there’s a catch. These words form a V, <, >, or ∧∧∧∧. 
One word zigzags through the puzzle. Can you find all the words? To help you find the first word, we bolded the word 
SAND to help you focus on this different type of word search puzzle. 

LEAVES 

SAND 

ROCKS 

MUD 

MOSS 

GRAVEL 

GRASS 

LICHEN 

SPIDERWEB 

Kid’s Corner Continued 

Education Takes Flight 
Updates from Education Director, Helena Uber-Wamble 

St. Mark Methodist Church Preschool - Presented preschool program, "Birdie Business/Birdie ID 1-2-3", to several 
four year old classes that were studying birds. The administrator loved the program and said she would request BAS 
to give the program again next year.  
 
Urban Forestry Festival – Presented a program on "How Birds Use Trees" to over 400 fifth grade students that ro-
tated through different programs offered there. Our program included information on nesting, roosting, and investigat-
ing trees for food. After the program, each student made his or her own pinecone bird feeder to take home.   
 
Environmental Education Association of Alabama (EEAA) Conference – Guntersville State Park. Set up a booth 
to represent BAS to 120 science educators in attendance. Co-taught teacher workshops on Flying Wild with Shirley 
Farrell.  
 
McWane Science Center's NatureScope – Spring Break week. Two interactive PowerPoint programs were devel-
oped for Spring Break rush of 25,000 visitors. "Common Bird Songs" helped visitors identify the songs of our com-
mon backyard birds and "Fit Feathers" taught visitors the purposes of bird feathers, while they investigated a variety 
of feather specimens. During opening week at NatureScope, these BAS bird programs were presented 12 different 
times.  
 
Dora and Diego special event – McWane Science Center - A Scavenger Hunt led the children to the BAS station 
where they did a bird rubbing, arts-and-crafts activity, learned the name of their bird, and what country the bird was 
from. They also learned some Spanish bird terminology while working on their rubbing. This two-night event saw 
450-500 visitors each night.  
 
Please see the BAS website at www.birminghamaudubon.org to learn more about our education programs, and feel 
free to drop by the BAS office in the McWane NatureScope area if you have any questions for me.    


