
We are happy to announce that 
the 2013-2014 slate of Audubon 
Teaches Nature (ATN) seminars is 
close to being confirmed, and we 
hope you will like the choices of sem-
inar speakers and topics. Some are 
familiar favorites while other speakers 
and topics are new to the series.

The ATN seminar series is a joint 
effort of the Alabama Wildlife Center, 
Birmingham Audubon, Friends of Oak 
Mountain and the Oak Mountain 
Interpretive Center. The seminar 
topics are selected to appeal to a 
range of natural history interests 
for all age levels, and it is especially 
hoped that families with children 

will attend these kid-friendly semi-
nars together. 

The first seminar will feature 
native Alabama snakes, a topic that 
is sure to be a hit with the younger 
crowd if last year’s program on Indigo 
Snakes is any indication!  Jay Eubanks, 
the Director of Outreach and Educa-
tion at the Alabama Wildlife Center, 
will speak about one of his favorite 
subjects: native snakes of Alabama 
and their natural history. In addition 
to helpful identification tips, Jay will 
speak to the issue of safety when 
around snakes - advice we can all use!

Be sure to come early and enjoy 
some refreshments and conversation 

in the Observation Room at the Ala-
bama Wildlife Center. Then when it is 
time for the program, we will proceed 
to the auditorium for the presentation.

Seminars are presented either in 
the Alabama Wildlife Center (AWC) 
or the adjacent Oak Mountain Inter-
pretive Center (OMIC).

The ATN programs are free and 
open to the public, but please note 
that there is a day use fee required 
for entrance to the state park. Adults 
pay $3 and children and senior citi-
zens (62 years of age and older) pay 
$1 per person.
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Understanding Native Snakes: Beyond the 
Myths and Misconceptions  - Jay Eubanks

Sunday, October 13, 2:00 p.m., (AWC)

Alabama’s Winter Birds: Waterfowl 
-  Paul Franklin,

Sunday, November 10, 2:00 p.m., (AWC)

An Introduction to Birds of Prey 
- Becky Collier, Coosa River Science School
Sunday, January 12, 1:00 & 3:00 p.m., (AWC)

Vernal Pools: Nature’s Incubator for Cool Critters! 
- David Frings,

Sunday, February 9, 2:00 p.m., (OMIC)

Spring Wildflowers
- Larry Davenport and Mike Howell
Sunday, March 9, 2:00 p.m., (OMIC)

Return of the Spring Migrants - Great Expectations!
- Greg Harber

Sunday, April 13, 2:00 p.m., (AWC)

Butterflies: Nature’s Bejeweled Winged Wonders 
- Vitaly Charny

Sunday, May 4, Time 1:00 p.m., (OMIC)

                                                       Photos: Thinkstock by Getty Images

The current schedule of 
topics in the series is:
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Monte Sano State Park sits at an elevation of more than 
1600 feet on a horseshoe-shaped mountain in Madison County. 
This formation is a remnant ridge of the Cumberland Plateau 
which provides it with a fantastic view of the surrounding val-
ley. It is covered with thick hardwood forests which provide 
summer homes to a number of neotropical migrants, and fall 
migration may bring additional species. Possible birds sighting 
could include indigo bunting, great crested flycatcher and red 
eyed vireo. This could also be a wonderful site to see migrat-
ing raptors gliding past at eye level. The park was selected as a 
site on the North Alabama Birding Trail.

The park has wonderful trails, a Japanese garden, picnic 
tables and rest rooms.  We are coordinating this trip with 
the Fall Campout which will be at Monte Sano State Park on 
October 4 through 6. There are also plans to join up with the 
North Alabama Birding Society. Time permitting, a side trip 
to the Beaverdam Boardwalk and Limestone Bay at Wheeler 
National Wildlife Refuge could be considered.

This is an all day trip, so please plan accordingly. Please bring 
drinks, snacks, a picnic lunch, and a full tank of gas. Please wear 
appropriate dress for the forecast or expected weather condi-
tions. Remember it is a little cooler on top of the mountain.

TRAVEL PLANS
Meet at 7a.m. at the parking lot behind the Wells Fargo 

Bank at the Fieldstown Road Shopping Center in Gardendale 
which is just off Interstate 65 at exit # 271 (665 Fieldstown 
Road, Gardendale, AL 35071). Please travel with your head-
lights on. We will caravan up I-65 north to exit #340 and take 
the ramp right to AL 20/Interstate 565 East toward Huntsville. 
Then at exit #19A, we will take the ramp right and follow 
signs for U.S. 431 South/U.S. 231 South. We will follow the 
ramp right for U.S. 431 South toward Governors Drive. Bear-
ing left onto Governors Drive, we follow it up the mountain 
and then turn left onto Monte Sano Blvd SE into the park. We 
will convene in the parking area of the camp store.

Pertinent websites:
Birmingham Audubon: www.birminghamaudubon.org
Monte Sano State Park: www.alapark.com/MonteSano/
North Alabama Birding Trail: www.alabamabirdingtrails.  

      com/sites/monte-sano-state-park/

TRIP LEADER
Susan Barrow (home) 205-942-8667 (cell) 205-253-8667

Monte Sano State Park
October 5, 2013 – 7:00 A.M.

Celebrating its 10th anniversary this year, the John L. 
Borom Alabama Coastal BirdFest continues to draw visitors 
from around the United States and Canada who come to 
experience the fall migration on the Gulf Coast. This year’s 
event will feature more than 20 guided trips—by boat and on 
land—to prime locations on the Alabama Coastal Birding Trail, 
two evening speaker events, and the Bird & Conservation 
Expo on the grounds of Faulkner State College in beautiful 
downtown Fairhope. 

The Alabama Coastal Birdfest begins with the Welcome 
Reception, co-sponsored by Mobile Bay Audubon and Birming-
ham Audubon Societies, Wednesday, October 2, from 6-8 p.m. 
at 5 Rivers Delta Resource Center. The Welcome Reception, 
which includes beverages and heavy hors d’oeuvres, is a great 
time for participants to pick up their registration packets, meet 
fellow birders and enjoy the presentation “Nature Through Our 
Lenses,” presented by Larry Dees, Birdfest poster artist.

Guided trips are scheduled Thursday-Saturday, October 3-5. 
The Bird & Conservation Expo, a fun, free family day takes place 
Saturday, October 5. Advance registration is required for the 
guided trips (all of which leave from 5 Rivers Delta Resource 

Center in Spanish Fort) and for the evening events that also 
take place at 5 Rivers. Full information and complete details on 
all of the trips and events are available online at www.Alabam-
aCoastalBirdFest.com. Those who register online will also find a 
bonus trips not listed in the brochure and that are only available 
through online registration. Trips are filled in the order registra-
tions are received.

Alabama Coastal BirdFest has contributed more than 
$70,000 toward the preservation and protection of wildlife 
habitat in Mobile and Baldwin counties since 2004.

Birmingham Audubon Volunteers requested
Birmingham Audubon members are needed for the Wel-

come Reception on October 2 to help with decorations and 
working with Mobile Bay Audubon members to ensure the 
catered event runs smoothly.  Trip guides or assistant guides are 
also needed. If you are interested in volunteering during Alabama 
Coastal Birdfest or have questions about volunteer opportunities 
with Birmingham Audubon, please contact Suzanne Langley at 
205-714-8227 or suzannelangley@birminghamaudubon.org

Birmingham Audubon 
Sponsor for Alabama Coastal Birdfest in October

Thursday thru Saturday, October 3 - 5
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Ferns contribute significantly to 
Alabama’s biodiversity with about 
120 species of ferns and fern allies 
found in the state. Dan Spaulding, 
co-author of the book Ferns of 
Alabama, will introduce us to this 
group of non-flowering vascular 
plants that have been on Earth for 
approximately 400 million years. He 
will also discuss the history of the book and pay tribute 
to the photographers, artists and others involved in its 
creation. The book, complete with color photographs, 
describes each species of Alabama’s fern, horsetail, club 
moss, and quillwort by providing range, habitat, history, 
conservation status, and common names. It was published 
in 2012 as part of the Gosse Nature Guide series, of 

which Birmingham Audubon was 
an inaugural sponsor.

Dan Spaulding is the curator 
of Collections at the Anniston 
Natural History Museum. He has 
also published the first part of the 
series, Flora of Northeast Alabama 
and is a member of the Alabama 
Plant Atlas committee. He is 

familiar to many Audubon members as a faculty member 
for the Audubon Mountain Workshop, teaching a class on 
identifying grasses. 

Fellowship and snack time begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Please come early for refreshments and 
conversation.

October Monthy Program
Ferns of Alabama: 
October 17, 2013 7:00 P.M.
Presented by Dan Spaulding

Birmingham Botanical Gardens, Hodges Room

Birmingham Audubon proudly serves as a sponsor for the 
Central South Native Plant Conference hosted by Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens on November 1 and 2, 2013

David G. Haskell, Ph.D., is the featured speaker for the confer-
ence featuring both experts from across the nation and field trips 
to nearby destinations. Haskell, author of “The Forest Unseen,” 
and a 2013 Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfiction, is 
a professor at Sewanee: The University of the South.

Birmingham Audubon members and staff will be among 
contributors to the conference. Michelle Reynolds, Vice President-
President Elect, will lead the concurrent session “A Glimpse into 
the History of Plant Cultivation” and Greg Harber will present 
“Alabama Birds: Their Habitats and Our Common Future.” Har-
ber and Helena Uber-Wamble, Birmingham Audubon education 
manager, will lead early morning bird walks during the conference.

Birmingham Audubon members receive discounted admission 
as part of our sponsorship. For registration information, visit www.
bbgardens.org or call 205-414-3959.

Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
Central South Native Plant Conference

November 1 and 2, 2013

 Mentone wildflower photo by Suzanne Langley
Can you guess the species?
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The fall slate of educational bird 
walks at the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens has begun, and additional 
volunteers are needed to fill several 
key roles. These walks are a free 
service provided by Birmingham 
Audubon to school groups visiting 
the gardens and are held on varying 
Mondays and Fridays mornings from 
9 am until approximately 11 am 
throughout the school year.

Volunteers are treated to a 
rewarding experience by helping 
school-age children spot birds and 
use binoculars to see them up close. 
Many of the children have limited 
exposure to both birds and nature, 
in general, so it is their excitement 
in experiencing nature that serves 
as a reward to the volunteers.

You can make a difference and 
generate excitement in young lives 
by serving as an education volun-
teer. For additional details, please 
contact Louise Ayer Tommie, (205-
222-6628)  louiseayer@charter.net, 
or Birmingham Audubon Education 
Manager Helena Uber-Wamble, 
(205-714-8228) huberwamble@
birminghamaudubon.org

An American avocet was reported at Oak Mountain State Park on August 
19. According to Jay Eubanks, Education Director at the Alabama Wildlife Center 
(AWC), and Kelly Breeland, a videographer, it was apparently taking advantage of 
a mudflat created by improvements to a spillway on the fishing lake. There are not 
many inland records in Alabama for this stunning bird. Unfortunately, the visit was 
very brief as it was not seen the next day. After refueling, it was probably ready to 
continue migrating farther south. 

Birmingham Audubon’s “Swift’s Night Out” on 11 August was a definite success. 
After dinner at the Fish Market Restaurant, a group of 18 birders gathered with 
Greg Harber at the old Jim Burke Nissan dealership to chimney watch.  The final 
guesstimate was 225 chimney swifts roosting at that site.

A second group of 28 Birmingham Audubon members and guests observed the 
swifts at the same location on August 31. Linda Neighbors, AWC volunteer, released 
9 swifts that the center had rescued.

Some of this group continued on to Homewood to check out the common 
nighthawks that have been gathering there recently.  As Greg says, “Tis the season 
to watch migrating birds.”

 

Other birds seen were:

7/30    Green Heron; Eastern Kingbird; Railroad Park (GH).

 8/9     Scarlet Tanager (male); Eastern Meadowbrook (JI).

          Bald Eagle (adult);  Jim Martin Wildlife Park, Gadsden (JI).

8/18   Louisiana Waterthrush (several);  Watkins branch of Shades Creek;
          Mountain Brook  (HP).

8/20   Ruby-throated Hummingbird, (A “bumper crop” of males, females and juvenile birds);            
         Clay (BS,MS).

8/26   Common Nighthawk. (a significant number); Shades Cahaba School, Homewood (HP).

8/30  Black-throated Green and Connecticut warblers! Meadowbrook (JI). 

Contributors:

Kathy Breeland
Jay Eubanks
Greg Harber
John Imhof
Linda Neighbors
Hans Paul
Bob Sargent, Martha Sargent

Please send sightings for November/December Flicker Flashes at least five days 
before the November 1, 2013 deadline to Ann Miller 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham 
AL 35209.annmiller520@aol.com

Volunteers 
Needed for 

Fall Education 
Programs

SoSo for the Record
Sightings July 30 through August 31, 2013
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Birmingham Audubon’s Fall Camp-out will take place at 
Monte Sano State Park on October 4th through 6th (Fri-
day-Sunday). The state park sits atop a remnant ridge of the 
Cumberland Plateau which provides visitors with outstanding 
views from various locales. A mixed oak-hickory-pine forest 
blankets the park’s 2,140 acres which offer 14 miles of hiking 
trails, a campground, scenic overlooks and other amenities. 
This habitat hosts resident breeding birds and migrants in fall 
and spring and lead to the park being selected as a site on the 
North Alabama Birding Trail.

Our schedule will be flexible, so campers may bird, hike, 
explore the park or enjoy the fall scenery. On Saturday morn-
ing, the North Alabama Birdwatchers Society will meet at the 
Overlook at 6:30-we are welcome to join them. Later in the 
morning, campers can convene with the Birmingham Audu-
bon field trip in the camp store parking lot. A group picnic is 
planned around midday in the park.

The Von Braun Observatory is located on the grounds of 
the state park and is open to the public on Saturday evenings 
at 7:30 for programs and viewings through the telescopes. The 
program on October 5 will be on comets. Admission is $5.00 
for adults, $3.00 for students, and is free for children under 6.

LODGING DETAILS:
Camping-74 improved sites (water, electricity, sewer, pull-

thru’s for RVs) (prices vary), 18 primitive sites ($16.00 a night). 
Maximum occupancy is 4 persons. Please visit the park’s web-
site for a more detailed explanation of rates. The campground 
has two bathhouses and a dump station.

Cabins-14 cabins with a two night’s minimum stay on the 
weekend. The rate is $102 for 2 adults plus $10 extra per 
person per night for those over the age of 12. Should you not 
wish to camp, Huntsville is a short drive away and can furnish 
numerous accommodations.

So that we may have an approximation of campers and 
possible participants in the observatory program, please 
confirm your planned attendance with the Camp-out Chair-
man, Maureen Shaffer, as soon as possible. Any questions or 
requests for additional details may also be directed to her at 
205-822-8728 (home) or 205-222-2662 (cell) or via email at 
shanach21@gmail.com.

DIRECTIONS:
From Birmingham, travel north on Interstate 65 to Exit 

340 (AL 20 E, Interstate 565 E). Bear right and remain on 
I-565 to Exit 19A. Bear right and follow signs for U.S. 431 
south/U.S. 231 south. Take ramp right for U.S. 431 south to-
wards Governor’s Boulevard. Bear left onto U.S. 431 south/AL 
1 south/AL 53/Governor’s Boulevard southwest. Bear right 
onto U.S. 431/Governor’s Boulevard southeast. Turn left onto 
Monte Sano Boulevard southeast. Proceed for 2.5 miles, and 
turn right at Nolen Avenue. Follow Nolen Avenue for approxi-
mately a mile until you arrive at the park. 

GPS: N 34.7470, W 86.5104

Address: Monte Sano State Park
5105 Nolen Ave. 
Huntsville, AL 35801
Phone: 256-534-3757

Websites: 
www.birminghamaudubon.org
www.alapark.com/MonteSano/
www.alabamabirdingtrails.com/sites/monte-sano-state-park
www.vbas.org

TRIP LEADER
Maureen Shaffer (home) 205-822-8728 (cell) 205-222-2662

Birmingham Audubon - 
2013 Fall Camp-out - Monte Sano State Park

October 4th through 6th (Friday - Sunday)

Beginner Bird Walk - Birmingham Botanical Gardens
Veteran’s Day, Monday, November 11, 2013 -Time: 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Do you want to learn more about birds, how to locate and 
identify them? Then join Birmingham Audubon for our Beginner 
Bird Walk at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens on Veteran’s 
Day, November 11, 2013. Our Beginner Bird Walks are designed 
to be shorter than our field trips with more emphasis on 
teaching, thus making it ideal for new birder watchers!

Birmingham Audubon members will be on hand to help 
you find, identify and learn more about birds. Binoculars and 
field guides will be available for the day for those who may 
need them. Members and non-members of all ages are wel-
come, including children ages 5 and up.

Reservations are required as the number of participants 
is limited. For Reservations contact Education Manager, 
Helena Uber-Wamble at huberwamble@birminghamaudubon.
org. Please include the names and number of persons in your 
party as well as the ages of any children attending in the email. 
Children must be accompanied by parent or designated adult. 
This program is free and open to the public.

Deadline for reservations: Friday, November 8, 2013.
For questions contact Helena at 205-714-8228
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Dr. James McClintock, UAB En-
dowed Professor of Polar and Marine 
Biology, will discuss his recently pub-
lished book “Lost Antarctica: Adven-

tures in a Disappearing Land” at the Birmingham Audu-
bon Annual Banquet scheduled December 5 at The Club.

McClintock frequently addresses the ecological im-
pacts of climate change and ocean acidification on marine 
life of the Antarctic Peninsula, the focus of his research 
during the past decade. For 25 years he has researched 
aspects of marine invertebrate nutrition, reproduction, 
and primarily, Antarctic marine chemical ecology.

A video short based on his most recent book was 
produced and released in June of this year by the E.O. 
Wilson Biodiversity Foundation that featured narration 
by Harrison Ford.

An order form for tickets will appear in the No-
vember issue of Flicker Flashes. To learn more, call the 
Birmingham Audubon office at 205-714-8227 or email 
suzannelangley@birminghamaudubon.org. More infor-
mation on the event and speaker will also be posted at 
www.birminghamaudubon.org.

McClintock is Featured Speaker
  at 2013 Annual Banquet

Where are the birds? What has happened?  Some time in 
September you may have noticed that the sunflower seed, wild 
bird seed, peanut butter mix, suet, and crumbs you placed on 
the feeder remained barely touched from day to day. All those 
hungry, feisty families of cardinals, chickadees, titmice, Carolina 
wrens, blue jays, and woodpeckers that fussed over the food 
all summer have just disappeared. The Droll Yankee feeder that 
you often filled twice a day goes neglected. Where are those 
greedy house finches that hogged the cylinder and crowded 
out the other birds?

You watch the feeder. A few doves fly in scurrying to safety 
during hunting season. A cardinal finally appears to crack a sun-
flower seed, minutes pass, and then a half hour. There’s a chicka-
dee. An hour goes by and one downey woodpecker samples the 
suet. Why are there so few birds? You are puzzled and begin to 
think some catastrophe has struck.

But have you looked at the trees and bushes in your area?  
They are full of fruit. It’s autumn. It’s harvest time. The poke 
berry bushes are loaded as are beauty berries. Carolina Buck-
thorn is laden; hollies and dogwoods are full of red berries, as 
well as magnolias. Dark blue berries are plentiful on black gums 
and sassafras. Flowering plants and grasses are shedding myriads 

of seeds. Trees also have ripened seeds: sweet gums, sourwoods, 
tulip trees, and pines. The birds are reaping their natural foods. 
We don’t make mendicants of our feathered friends just because 
we fill our feeders day after day. Birds prefer natural foods when 
they are available, but they do enjoy our feeder for a quick snack.

From year to year, this “pause” at our feeder varies in 
length of time. It’s all in tune with how abundant the natural 
harvest may be. Some years the “pause” begins in September 
continuing through October and even into November. Usually, 
by December the feast nature provided has been exhausted by 
our wild creatures. At last the troops return, welcoming that 
feeder food that was ignored for too long to suit our fancy.  
Are they ungrateful? Perhaps to us!

The woods and fields have given of their fruits. And now, 
your regular clientele is back happily keeping you busy sup-
plying them with their favorite foods, unaware of our anxious 
concern or displeasure.

So, where have all the birds been? Enjoying nature’s bounty, 
every year brings Thanksgiving and harvest time. It happens 
every year!

                                    - Harriett H   Wright

It Happens Every Year!
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Membership Application

Birmingham Audubon Society*
 • New Members and Renewals $20.00
 • Seniors (62 or better) $15.00
 • Full-time Students $15.00

Please make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society

Send application and check to:
Birmingham Audubon Society • 200 19th Street North • Birmingham, AL 35203-3117

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE:  (            ) EMAIL:

 I want to opt-out receiving a printed copy of Flicker Flashes

My check for $                            is enclosed.

Phone: (205) 714-8227
Birmingham Audubon Society C2ZA0000Z

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c) of the Inernal Revenue Code

*2 EASY WAYS 
To Become a Member of Birmingham Audubon Society:

Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only membership provides you access 
to all chapter activities and benefits including the chapter newsletter, Flicker Flashes. All dues stay in Birmingham to support local 
activities. You will Not receive the National Audubon magazine.

And/Or
Join National Audubon Society directly through the National Audubon website www.audubon.org. Birmingham Audubon Society 
serves as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a membership to Bir-
mingham Aududbon Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the National Audubon magazine. Your 
dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage of your dues are returned to the Birmingham Audubon 
Society for local efforts.

1.

2.

Cut Along Dotted Line



Birmingham Audubon gratefully 
acknowledges the following gifts 
and memorial donations:

Bobbie Jean Bailey made a gift to the Annual Fund in 
memory of her husband, Russell Bailey.
Stan Roth made a gift to the Annual Fund honoring 
Greg Harber.
Thank you to each of our Annual Fund donors for your 
generosity and support of our programs.
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 1  Flicker Flashes article due for the November/ 
  December issue

2-5  Alabama Coastal Birdfest Fairhope, Alabama

4-6  Fall Camp-out Monte Sano State Park Huntsville,  
  Alabama

 5  Full-day Field Trip-Monte Sano State Huntsville,  
  Alabama

11-13  Alabama Ornithological Society Fall Meeting 
  Dauphin Island, Alabama

17  Monthly Program “Ferns of Alabama” presented by  
  Dan Spaulding 7 p.m. Birmingham Botanical Gardens

November 2013October 2013

 2  Half-day Field Trip-Tannehill State Park

10  Audubon Teaches Nature- “An Introduction to  
       Birds  of Prey.” -  Becky Collier of the Coosa River  
  Science School 2 P.M. Alabama Wildlife Center

21  Monthly Program “The Decline of the Diamondback  
       Terrapin in Alabama” presented by Dr. Thane Wibbles 
 7  P.M. Birmingham Botanical Gardens
 
23  Full-day Field Trip-Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge  
  Decatur, Alabama

 

Birmingham Audubon Society
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society

Mailing Address:
Birmingham Audubon Society
200 19th Street North
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117

Email: basoffice@birminghamaudubon.org
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org

Executive Director: 205-714-8227
Education Director: 205-714-8228
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