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A walk in the woods in early spring is a delight for many 
people. Birds are starting to sing and spring wildflowers are 
starting to bloom, their lovely blossoms arching above the 
brown leaf litter. The variety, colors and shapes of the blos-
soms catch our eyes when we pause long enough from our 
birding to cast our gaze at the ground. Perhaps it’s a bellwort, 
bloodroot or trillium you stopped to admire? 
Maybe you don’t have any clue as to its identity.  Today’s 
seminar by Larry Davenport and Mike Howell, both 
biologists at Samford University, will help you learn which 
species to expect and where to find them.

Weather-permitting, we’ll enjoy a nature walk after 
the program so be sure to bring your binoculars.  It will 
be a little too soon to see any Neotropical migrants (with 
the possible exception of purple martins at the paddle-
boat and canoe rental dock), but winter visitors will still 
be on hand to observe.

Be sure to come early and enjoy some refreshments 
and conversation in the Observation Room at the Ala-
bama Wildlife Center, then when it is time for the pro-
gram, we will proceed to the Oak Mountain Interpretive 
Center auditorium for the presentation.

 Bloodroot

Birmingham Audubon invites you to join their Wildlife and Educational Expedition to
 The Galapgos Islands - See page 5 for more details.

March Field Trip
CLOUDLAND CANYON STATE PARK, THE POCKET 

AND SHIRLEY MILLER WILDFLOWER TRAIL, GEORGIA
Saturday, March 22, 2014 - 7 A.M.

Our March Field Trip destination will be The Pocket 
and the Shirley Miller Wildflower Trail.  We will meet the 
campers of the Birmingham Audubon Spring Camp Out 
at Cloudland Canyon State Park, and then travel a short 
distant, approximately a half hour drive, to our destination.  
Please reference the campout article for a description of 
the areas in which we will be birding. This will be peak wild-
flower blooming time, and should be incredibly beautiful.

Please meet at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens, 
2612 Lane Park Road, Birmingham, Al 35233.  We will leave 
the gardens at 7 a.m.; please arrive early enough to carpool. 
You will need a full tank of gas, a picnic lunch along with 
snacks and drinks. Dress accordingly; it may be cooler at 
our destination in the mountains of northwestern Georgia.

DIRECTIONS: We will leave the BB gardens and travel 
via Red Mountain Expressway to Interstate 59 North. Fol-
low I-59 to exit 11 in Georgia, which is the Trenton and 
White Oak Gap Road exit. We will proceed on the ramp 
to the right and east onto Georgia Highway 136. This will 
take us through Trenton for 8 miles to Cloudland Canyon 
Park Road. Turn left into the park and proceed to the pic-
nic area. This is approximately a 2 hour drive of 135 miles.

TRIP LEADER: Susan Barrow 205-942-8667 or 
cell 205-253-8667

CARAvAN TO THE PARK from Birmingham will be 
led by Greg Harber 205-251-2133
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For our introduction to springtime, four unique areas of 
Alabama’s Black Belt have been chosen as the destinations for 
Birmingham Audubon’s first March Field Trip. These locations 
are Lowndesboro, Holy Ground Battlefield Park, Old Cahawba 
Archaeological Park and Old Cahaba Prairie Preserve. The 
latter three locations have been selected as sites on the Black 
Belt Birding Trail.

MEETING PLACE: Hoover McDonalds on U.S. 31 
 (across from the Galleria) 

 Address: 1731 Montgomery Hwy, Hoover AL 35244
 Please park in the lot across from McDonalds. 

TRAvEL PLANS: We will leave at 7a.m. for the drive down 
I-65 to Montgomery (80 miles - hour and 15 minutes ap-
proximate travel time). At Exit 167 (Airport, Selma), we will 
exit to the right onto U.S. 80 west for the short drive to the 
junction with Lowndes County Road 29. Turning right (north) 
onto Lowndes County Road 29, we will proceed towards the 
historic town of Lowndesboro and its historic district. A short 
stop is planned for this location. This would also be the place 
to meet those who reside south of Birmingham or in the 
Montgomery area and wish to join us on this excursion. Our 
estimated time of arrival will be 8:30 a.m.

 A midday picnic is planned for our visit to Old Cahawba 
Archaeological Park. Springtime weather can change rapidly, so 
packing rain gear would be wise. Bring your picnic lunch, snacks, 
drinks, and your binoculars. Spotting scopes and cameras are 
welcome on this trip. If you do not own a pair of binoculars, 
you may borrow a pair for the day from Birmingham Audubon. 
Please make sure you have a full tank of gas. 

DESTINATIONS:
Holy Ground Battlefield Park
300 Battlefield Rd.
Lowndesboro, AL 36752
PHONE: 334-875-6247

http://www.alabamabirdingtrails.com/holy-ground-battlefield-park
www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp/?id=h-18113091
www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp/?id=h-1811

Old Cahawba Archaeological Park  
9518 Cahaba Rd.
Orrville, AL 36707
PHONE: 334-872-8058
http://alabamabirdingtrails.com/old-cahawba
www.cahawba.com/
http://preservealabama.org/oldcahawba.aspx?sm.=9_m

Old Cahaba Prairie Preserve 
www.alabamabirdingtrails.com/old-cahaba-prairie-preserve
http://alabamaforeverwild.com/LandTract.aspx/Old-Cahawba

GPS: Lowndesboro     N  32.16305   W 86.364092                          
        Holy Ground Battlefield Park  N 32.345669 W 86.679904
        Old Cahawba Praire Preserve  N 32.315495 W 87.125966

TRIP LEADER: For more details or additional information, 
please contact Maureen Shaffer 205-822-8278 (home) or 
205-222-2662 (cell)

March Field Trip
Alabama’s Black Belt Region and 
Old Cahawba Archaelogical Park

Saturday March 1, 2014 - 7 A.M.

Old Cahawba Archaelogical Park - Photo by Henry Hughes

Adult beginning birdwatchers as well as children, ages 5 and 
up, are invited to attend our first Beginner Bird Walk. Members 
of Birmingham Audubon will be on hand to help you find and 
identify the birds. Binoculars will be provided and instructions 
will be given on their use to locate birds. Spotting scopes will 
also be available for close up views of great-blue herons and 
other long-legged waders that may visit the park’s ponds.

A parent or grandparent must accompany children.

Reservations are required - Please call Helena Uber-
Wamble 205-714-8228 to reserve your spot. After you are 
registered you will receive an email detailing the  meeting 
location, directions, and other pertinent details.

Beginner Bird Walk at
Limestone Park in Alabaster

An Alabama Birding Trail Site
Sunday, March 30, 2014 - 2 to 4 P.M.
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 Guam’s birds rapidly disap-
peared with the accidental intro-
duction of the predatory brown 
tree snake via cargo ships in the 
last half of the twentieth century. 
The snake is believed to be solely 
responsible for the extirpation or 
extinction of 9 of the 12 native 
forest species of birds on Guam. 
Based on roadside surveys con-
ducted on Guam over a 20 year 
period, most bird species experi-
enced a 90% decline. 

The islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota, part of the 
United States Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands (CNMI), are all close neighbors of Guam, and they 
are recognized as having the greatest risk from possible 
introduction of the brown tree snake. The Mariana Islands 
all have birds with limited distribution with most forest 
bird species found only in these islands. Several species 
have extremely limited distribution such as the Tinian 
monarch (Monarcha takatsukasae), found only on Tinian; 
the golden white-eye (Cleptornis marchei), found only on 
Saipan and Aguiguan; the nightingale reed-warbler (Acro-

cephalus luscinia) found only 
on Saipan and Alamagan; and 
the Mariana fruit dove (Ptili-
nopus roseicapilla) found only 
on four CNMI islands. 

 Zoos affiliated with the 
Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums have partnered 
with Pacific Bird Conserva-
tion and US Fish and Wildlife 
Service to work towards con-
serving the birds in this region. 
Jeff Pribble will talk about this 

project and his involvement during the 2013 season. 
Jeff Pribble is the Zoological Manager of Birds at the 

Birmingham Zoo, where he has been employed for 13 years. 
His previous experience includes work with the Tracy Avi-
ary and the International Crane Foundation. Along with his 
zoo duties, Jeff manages the Jambu Fruit Dove Species Sur-
vival Program for AZA and participates in raising whooping 
crane chicks for whooping crane recovery efforts. 

Fellowship and snack time begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Please come early for refreshments and conversation.

March Membership Program
Bird Conservation Efforts in the

Northern Mariana Islands and Guam
March 20, 2014 - 7 P.M.

Presented by Jeff Pribble of the Birmingham Zoo
Botanical Gardens, Hodges Room

Alabama ranks fifth in the nation in the total number of 
species of plants and animals residing in the state, and is par-
ticularly rich in aquatic species, leading the nation in numbers 
of freshwater fish, turtles, mussels, crayfish, snails, damselflies, 
and carnivorous plants. With a foreword by renowned sci-
entist and University of Alabama alumnus Edward O. Wilson, 
SOUTHERN WONDER will take readers on a journey of 
the state’s astonishing biodiversity in insightful prose and 132 
beautiful color illustrations, including 6 maps.

Although Alabama is teeming with life, the state’s abun-
dant wildlife diversity is not widely appreciated. Dr. R. Scot 
Duncan rectifies this situation by visiting the state’s many 
natural habitats, from coastal dunes to the Tennessee River 

Valley, and along the way introduces remarkable local species 
like the cave salamander and the beach mouse. Interweaving 
ecology, meteorology, evolution, and geology into an accessi-
ble whole, Duncan has created a lasting work that will deepen 
the world’s understanding of Alabama’s biological richness, 
inform policy makers and those working in the area of nature 
preservation, and provide educators with information and im-
ages that will engage young learners across the region.

R. Scot Duncan is associate professor of biology and 
urban environmental studies at Birmingham-Southern Col-
lege and will be the featured speaker at the 2014 Birmingham 
Audubon Mountain Workshop.

 Source: University of Alabama Press.  Photo: By Virginia Duncan

“Southern Wonder: Alabama’s Surprising Biodiversity”
Released by Birmingham Audubon Mountain Workshop Featured Speaker, Scot Duncan

The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is 
a commonwealth in political union with (and in practice, 
close to a territory of) the United States. The islands are in 
the Micronesia region of the Pacific Ocean, between Japan, 
the Philippines, and Palau.  - Thinkstock photo by Getty

The Alabama Chapter of The Nature Conservancy has become a publishing partner of The University 
of Alabama Press on a new book titled SOUTHERN WONDER: ALABAMA’S SURPRISING BIODIVER-
SITY written by R. Scot Duncan of Birmingham-Southern College and released in November, 2013.

Guam rail -  by U.S. 
Geological Survey, Fort 
Collins Science Center 
(Public Domain)
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March is that month for which we 
have been waiting.  After winter’s bare 
browns, we are ready to see spring 
green on our trees, and are encour-
aged to see the awakening of the forest 
floor with bluets and spring beauties. 
At the first light of dawn we are elated 
to hear the male cardinal sound off…
cheer, cheer, birdie, birdie, birdie, birdie. 
Soon he is followed with a cacophony 
of music from other awakening birds. 
A chorus composed of “peto” notes 
from titmice, “quank, quank” from 
the white-breasted nuthatch, “see be 
see bay” from chickadees, and not to 
be overlooked, the insistent, chiperty, 
chiperty, chirp from the Carolina wren 
ring through the morning air.

March is exciting! Our early 
migrants are returning from wintering 
in Central and South America. Purple 
martins have already been seen claim-
ing their house or gourds. Tree swal-
lows and rough-winged swallows were 
not far behind. By mid March, several 
early warblers are expected: Look 
for black and white, Louisiana water 
thrush, and yellow-throated warblers. 
The black and white warbler favors 
deciduous woods. Listen for the clear 
ringing notes of the Louisiana water 
thrush near some woodland stream. 
The yellow-throated warbler can be 
found in pine woods near water. Look 
for white-eyed and yellow-throated 
vireos along with the blue-gray gnat-
catcher. All are March arrivals. 

Besides the expected, look for sur-
prises. Every year it seems that some 
birds haven’t read our calendar! Where 
to look for these unexpected arriv-
als? Some of the best places include 
the Birmingham Botanical Gardens, 
Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve, the 
Birmingham Zoo, Bold Springs Pres-
byterian Church near Lake Purdy on 
Highway 119, and your own yard.

All said, March, a month that can 
send us snow, ice and low tempera-
tures is also our “changing” month 
and she holds the promise of spring. 
It is our hope that our migrant birds 
will always find a winter haven when 
they leave us in the fall, as well as a 
welcome habitat in which to return in 
order to nest and raise their young. 
May this cycle never end.

Harriett Wright,  February 2014

On January 22, 2014 Scot Duncan and his Birmingham-Southern College field 
ornithology class found an Eurasian Wigeon at the Wheeler National Wildlife Refugee 
Visitor’s Center. This is the ninth Alabama record for this duck, which is a widespread 
resident of northern Europe and Asia. As Lucy Duncan said about the students when 
she reported this rarity for her son, Scot, “If they survive this cold weather birding and 
enjoy it, they’ll be hooked for life on birds.” Naturally, many birders have been visiting 
Wheeler with high hopes of adding this special bird to their list.

Other Sightings:

12/30/13   American Woodcock (4); Oxmoor Office Park (KW).

12/31/13  House Wren; Vesper Sparrow; Eastern Meadowlark; Rusty  
  Blackbird (150+); Zion Prairie, east end of  the Birmingham  
  airport (SD).

1/14/14   Common Mergansers (2 females);  Guntersville (SD with his students).

1/28/14   American Goldfinch (400 +); Clay, at their feeders (BS,MS).

1/30/14 Carolina Wren, (in her house, and it got out safely); Homewood (MB).

Contributors:
 Michelle Blackwood
 Lucy Duncan
 Scot Duncan and students
 Bob and Martha Sargent
 Ken Wills

Please send sightings for April Flicker Flashes at least five days before the March1, 2014 
deadline to Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209  annmiller520@aol.com

March, the Month 
of the Unexpected!

SoSo for the Record
   Sightings December 30, 2013 through January 30, 2014

Eurasian Wigeon - Thinkstock by Getty Images

Please help Birmingham Audubon communicate electronically with you.  If 
you are a National Audubon member please go to www.audubon.org, and at 
the top of the page click on “Member Center.” Then please enter the request-
ed information under either option B or C and then hit the submit button. This 
will provide Birmingham Audubon with your email address. You may also simply 
send us your name and email address to basoffice@birminghamaudubon.org 

Be assured that your email address will never be shared or sold.

ATTENTION • ATTENTION
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Cloudland Canyon State Park, one 
of Georgia’s most scenic state parks, 
has been chosen as the site of Birming-
ham Audubon’s Spring Camp Out on 
March 21-23 2014. The 2,217 acre park 
on the Lookout Mountain plateau in 
the northwestern corner of Georgia 
features multiple waterfalls, canyons 
and hiking trails. The region is noted 
for varied habitats that produce a wide 
variety in species that should please 
enthusiasts of butterflies, dragonflies, 
wild flowers and especially birds.

Campers may check in Friday after-
noon. The plan is to gather that evening 
for a brief rundown on our plans for the weekend and possibly 
a group meal on Saturday morning. The campers will rendezvous 
with the Birmingham Audubon field trip at the park around 9 
a.m. for the half hour drive to The Pocket and the Shirley Miller 
Wildflower Trail. Should you not wish to visit The Pocket, there 
are hiking and photographing opportunities at the park. 

The Pocket and the Shirley Miller Wildflower Trail are 
located in the Crockford-Pigeon Mountain Wildlife Management 
Area, a 15, 527 acre complex of forested uplands composed 
of oak-hickory woods and scattered pine-hemlock groves. The 
area has been recognized as a state-level Important Bird Area 
by National Audubon as it provides excellent migration routes 
for many songbirds as well as undisturbed breeding locations for 
some species of concern. It was chosen by the state of Georgia 
as the location for a reintroduction effort of the golden eagle.  At 
the Boardwalk, it may be found a lush assemblage of fascinating 
and rare wildflowers. Pocket Branch flows along the base of a 
steep hardwood ridge. The moist environment is home to some 
2 dozen species of wildflowers including Dutchman’s breeches, 
yellow wood poppy, Virginia bluebells, three species of trillium, 
bloodroot and others. There are also two interesting trails to 
explore, the Pocket Trail and the Rocktown Trail. 

Following our time with the field trip group, Saturday 
evening will be our chance to recount the day’s adventures. 
Then, Sunday morning will be spent birding in and around the 
campground area at Cloudland Canyon State Park.

CAMPING/LODGING DETAILS: 
Cloudland Canyon State Park has a variety of camping and lodg-
ing sites available. There is no resort style lodge or restaurant in 
the park. There are 72 tent, trailer and RV campsites, 47 other 
campsites (walk-in, pioneer, and backcountry), a yurt village 
(10 yurts) and 16 cottages. At this writing, some of the camp-
sites and cottages are being reserved on a provisional basis for 

Birmingham Audubon under my name 
(Maureen Shaffer). If you are planning 
on joining us, please contact me so 
I may have a head count of campers 
and preferences.  Reservations may be 
made by calling 1- 800-864-7275. 

DIRECTIONS: 
Cloudland Canyon State Park -
Interstate-59 north to Georgia Exit 11 
(Trenton, Georgia, White Oak Gap Rd), 
take ramp right (east) onto Georgia 
Highway 136 and remain on it through 
Trenton for 8 miles to Cloudland Can-
yon Road. Turn left into the park. From 

Birmingham, this is approximately a 2 hour drive (135 miles). 

ADDRESS: Cloudland Canyon State Park
             122 Cloudland Canyon Park Rd.
              Rising Fawn, GA 30738
         PHONE: 706-657-4060

GPS: N 34.8402630 W 85.4828810

CONTACT INFORMATION: for the Shirley Miller Wildflower 
Trail and Crockford-Pigeon Mountain Wildlife Management Area:

Armuchee Ranger District
P.O. BX 465
806 E. Villanow St.
Lafayette, GA 30728
PHONE: 706-638-1085

GPS N34.4242.76 W 85.224724

PLEASE NOTE: Crockford-Pigeon Mountain WMA is now 
a fee area. Unless one is under the age of 14 or over the age of 
65, an individual or small group (8 individuals) must purchase 
a Georgia Outdoor Recreational Pass. However, a non-profit 
group may be exempt. At this writing, your Campout Chairman 
has contacted the State of Georgia to clarify this requirement. 
Please check the Birmingham Audubon website or our Face-
book page for any updates or current information. 

WEBSITES:
Cloudland Canyon SP http://gastateparks.org/info/cloudland
The Pocket (Shirley Miller Wildflower Trail):http://journal.uswildflowers.com/
spring-wildflowers-the-pocket-at-pigeon-mountain
http://www.birminghamaudubon.org

CAMPOUT LEADER: For details and further information, 
please contact Maureen Shaffer 205-822-8728 (home) or 205-
222-2662 (cell) Email: shanach21@gmail.com 

Bimingham Audubon Spring Campout 2014
Cloudland Canyon State Park, GA

March 21-23, 2014

 Star Chickweek - Photo by Ty Keith
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Membership Application

Birmingham Audubon Society*
 • New Members and Renewals $20.00
 • Seniors (62 or better) $15.00
 • Full-time Students $15.00

Please make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society

Send application and check to:
Birmingham Audubon Society • 200 19th Street North • Birmingham, AL 35203-3117

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE:  (            ) EMAIL:

 I want to opt-out receiving a printed copy of Flicker Flashes

My check for $                            is enclosed.

Phone: (205) 714-8227
Birmingham Audubon Society C2ZA0000Z

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c) of the Inernal Revenue Code

*2 EASY WAYS 
To Become a Member of Birmingham Audubon Society:

Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only membership provides you access 
to all chapter activities and benefits including the chapter newsletter, Flicker Flashes. All dues stay in Birmingham to support local 
activities. You will Not receive the National Audubon magazine.

And/Or
Join National Audubon Society directly through the National Audubon website www.audubon.org. Birmingham Audubon Society 
serves as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a membership to Bir-
mingham Aududbon Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the National Audubon magazine. Your 
dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage of your dues are returned to the Birmingham Audubon 
Society for local efforts.

1.

2.

Cut Along Dotted Line



Birmingham Audubon gratefully 
acknowledges the following gifts 
and memorial donations:

Bobbie Jean Bailey made a gift to the Annual Fund in 
memory of her husband, Russell Bailey.
Stan Roth made a gift to the Annual Fund honoring 
Greg Harber.
Thank you to each of our Annual Fund donors for your 
generosity and support of our programs.
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1 Field Trip- Old Cahawba Archaeological Park and  
 Old Cahaba Prairie Preserve 
1 Flicker Flashes articles due for the April issue 
9 Audubon Teaches Nature - “Spring Wildflowers”  
 Larry Davenport and Mike Howell 2 p.m, 
 Oak Mountain Interpretive Center
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 the Northern Mariana Islands and Guam,” 7 p.m.  
 Birmingham Botanical Gardens, Hodges Room
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Consider gifting a membership to 
Birmingham Audubon for a special occasion 

www.birminghamaudubon.org
or 205-714-8227

April 2014

1 Flicker Flashes articles due for the May issue

5 Field Trip-Tuskegee National Forest 
13 Audubon Teaches Nature - “Return of the 
 Migrants-Great Expectations!” Greg Harber, 2 p.m.  
 Alabama Wildlife Center

18-20 Alabama Ornithological Society Spring Meeting   
 Dauphin Island, Alabama

24 Monthly Program “Membership/Volunteer 
 Appreciation,” 7 p.m. 
 Birmingham Botanical Gardens Hodges Room

26 49th Annual Birmingham Audubon 
 Spring Bird Count


